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Of Min'i Grit diubedimcs, ind the fniit 
Of that forbidden tna, itboH nwrUt tute 
Bmnght dcmlh iota tb> world, ud dl onr wm, 
Willi loH aCEdea, Iin^ge_^Mei Hu .'y/ •" 
Reitora u, ud r'egfun the bliiifgl Mat, 
Sin^, hnTaolj Hiu*, that ob tbe oecret top 
,^^^ieti^f{.of Situu, didit io^ire 

Ib the iw^noillg how the HeaveDi ud Edlb 

Bate out ot Chaoi : Or if Sion hiU 

Deligfat thee more, lod Siloa'i brook Uiit flow'd 

Fut b; the oruile of God ; 1 tbence 

IsTole tbj aid to mj adTentaroaa aoDg, 

That nitb do middle flight intoala t» vm 



ikc aaisi urooaiDg on tne vast abyss,.'^ * > 2' . . 

adest it pregnant : What in me is dark;'--'' ^ 

le ; what is lo.w, raise and support ; * 

• the highth of this great argument 

wsert Eternal Providence, ' 

stify the ways of God to men. 

first, for Heaven hides nothing from thy view 

J deep tract of HeU ; say first, what cause ' 

our grand Parents, in that happy state, 

d of Heaven so highly, to fall off 

beir Creator, and transgress his will 

J restraint, lords of the world besides ? 

St seduced them to that foul revolt ? 

2rnal Serpent ; he it was, whose guile, 

up with envy and revenge, deceived 

ther of mankind, what time his pride 

It him out from Heaven, with all his host 

I Angels ; by whose aid, aspiring 

limself in glory above his peers, 

ted to have equai'd the Most High, 

posed ; and, with ambitions aim 

the throne and monarchy of God, 
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Confounded, though immortal : Bat his doom 

Reserred him to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of lost happiness, and lasting pain, 

Torments him : round he throws hi^^balefuKejes, .«<>'. "i^ 

That witnessed huge aflSiction and dismay 

Mix'd with obdurate pride and steadfast hate : 

At omie, *a far as Angels ken, he views 

The dismal situatiomwaste and wUd i ■ 

A dungeon horrible on all sides round 

As one great furnace flamed ; yet from tho^ flames 

No light J but rathei)(SLarkness visible y / V '.' .' -^ ■ ' 

Served only to discover sights of woe, 

Regions of sorrow, doleful shades, where peace 

And rest can never dwell ; hope never comes 

That comes to all ; but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed . t. / ^ 

With ever burning sidphur unconsumed : 

Such place Eternid Justice had prepared 

For those rebellious ; here their prison ordainM 

1b utter darkness, and their portion set 

As far removed from God and light of Heaven 

As from the centre thrice to the utmost pole. 

O, how unlike the place from whence they fell ! ■ 

There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempestuous fire, 

He soon discerns ; and'iFeltering .by his side • ' 

Odc next himself in power, and next in crime. 

Long after known in Palestine, and named , ^ 

Beelzebub. To whom the Archenemy, / - . 

And thence in Heaven call'd Satan, with bold words 

Breaking the horrid silence, thus began. 

If thou beest he ; but O, how fallen ! how changed 
From him, who, in the happy realms of light. 
Clothed with transcendent brightness, di(Ut outshine 
Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutual league. 
United thoughts and counsels, equal hope' 
And hazard in the glorious enterprise, 
Join'd with me once, now misery hath joined 
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That led the embattled Seraphim to war 

Under thj conduct, and in dreadfal deeds 

Fearless endangered Heaven's perpetual king, 

And put to proof his high supremacy, 

Whe^er upheld bj strength, or chance, or /ate , , 

Too well I see and ttmda he dire event, /> ^/'f .' 

That with sad overthrow, and foul defeat. 

Hath lost us Heaven, and all this might j fiiost 

In horrible destruction laid thus low, x> 

As far as Gods and heavenly essences ^r f •'< ■ ' 

Can perish : for the mind and spirit remains 

Invincible, and vigour soon returns. 

Though all our glory extinct, and happy state 

Here swallowed up in endless misery. 

But what if he our Conqueror (whom I now 

Offeree believe Almighty, since no less 

Than such could have o'erpower'd such force as ours) 

Have left us this our spirit and strength entire 

Strongly to sufifer and support our pains. 

That we may so suffice his vengeM ire, 

Or do him mightier service as his thralls i 

By right of war, whatever his business be. 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire. 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep ; 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminished, or etei^ial being, 

To undergo eternal punishment ? 

Whereto with speedy words the Archfiend replied. 

Fallen Cherub ! to be weak is miserable. 
Doing or suffering : but of this be sure, . 
To do aught good never will be our task, 
But ever to do ill our sole delight. 
As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we resist. If then his providence 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good. 
Our labour must be to pervert that end. 
And out of good still to find means of ev\l\ 
Which ofltimes may aiaoceed, so «& ij^it^:^^ 




hot after us in storm, o «,. _ 
ii'he fiery surge, that from the precipice 
Of Hearen received us falling ; and the 
Wing'd with red lightning and impetaoa 
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and cease 
>ellow through the vast and boundlei 
lis not slip the occasion, whether sec 
Or satiate fury, yield it from our Foe. 
Seest thoa yon dreary plain, forlorn and 
The seat of desolation, void of light, 
Save what the glimmering of these livid 
Casts pale and dreadful ? Thither let as 
From off the tossing of these fiery way 
There rest, if any rest can harbour the 
And, reassembling our afflicted Power 
Consult how we may henceforth most 
Our Enemy ; our own loss how repai 
How overcome this dir^^alamity,; * 
What reinforcement we may gain fro 
If not, what resolution from despair, 
Thus Satan talking to his nearest 
""*'*• *»'»«»d uplift above the wave, a 

■* • him other r 



On »r *^"°dne». ^'^ed bm , *"• »ee 
^C& •"^'e^.^T'^ '•"'«&' Po-r'd 



c5 "'% tob. ** fcflo.r'rf fc^» ""UKl tt 




There joy It- erer dwells ! naii uoirors 
nfernal worid ! And thou, profoondest h 
'eceire thj new possessor ! one who brii 
. mind not to be changed bj place or tin 
'he mind is its own place, and in itself 
!an make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of H 
Vbat matter where, if I be still the same 
Lnd what I shoold be ; all but less than 
Vhom thunder hath made greater? Here 
Ve shall be free ; the Almighty hath not 
lere for his envy ; will not drive as hen< 
lere we maj reign secure, and, in my cl 
?o reign is worth ambition, though in Hi 
3etter to reign in Hell than serve in Hei 
3ut wherefore let we then our faithful fri 
The associates and copartners of onr loss 
Liie thas astonished on the oblivious pool, 
\jid call them not to share with us their 
fn this unhappy mansion ; or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be ye 
Regain'd in Heaven, or what more lost i 
So Satan spake ; and him Beelzebub 
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As we erewhile, astonnded and untaed : 
No wonder, fallen snch a pernicious bighth. 

He scarce had ceased, when the saperior Fiend 
Was moying toward the shore : biv ponderous shieKl, 
Etherial temper, massy, large, and roond. 
Behind him cast ; the broad circamference 
Hang on his shoulders Uke the moon, whose orb 
Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At Eveding from the top of Fesol^, 
Or in'<Valdamo/ to descry new lands, * 
Rivers, or monntains, in her spotty globe. 
His spear, to equalSrhich the tallest pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the mast 
Of some great ammiral, were bat a wand. 
He walk'd with, to support uneasy steps 
Over the burning marie, not like those steps 
On Heaven's asure ; and the torrid clime 
Smote on him sore besides, vaulted with fire : 
NathTess he so endured, till on the beach 
Of that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 
His legions. Angel forms, who lay entranced 
Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the brooks. 
In yallambrosaA where the Etrurian shades, 
High overarched, imbower ; or scattered sedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 
Hath vex'd the Red Seacoast, whose waves overthrew 
;Bu8iris and his Memphian chivalry, 
While with perfidious hatred they pursued 
The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 
From tiie ^afe shore their floating carcasses 
And broken chariot wheels : so thick bestrewn. 
Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood. 
Under amazement of th^r hideous change. 
He call'd so loud, that all tiie hollow deep 
Of Hell resounded ! Princes, Potentates, 
'Warriors, the flower of Heaven ! once yours, now lost. 
If such astonishment as this can seize 
Efemil Spirits ; or h«?e ye c^Mmea ^dc^ ^<m^ 



The advantage, and descending, tread ' 
rbas drooping, or with linked thunder 
Transfix us to the bottom of this g^f. 
k.wake, arise, or be for ever fallen ! 

Thej heard, and were abash'd, and i 
Jpon the wing ; as when men wont to 
)n dntj, sleeping found by whom they 
touse and bestir themselves ere well a 
for did they not perceive the evil pligl 
n which they were, nor the fierce pain 
"et to their General's voice they soon ( 
onumerable. As when the potent rod 
>f Amram's son, in Egypt's evil day, 
^aved round the coast, up call'd a pitc 
)f locusts, warping on the eastern wine 
hat o*er the realm of impious Pharaoh 
ike night, and darkened all the land of 
9 numberless were those bad Angels s 
iovering on wing under the cope of H( 
Vixt upper, neUier, and surrounding i 
ill, as a signal given, the uplifted spea 
f their great Sdtan, wavinir to direct 
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The heads and leaders thither haste where stood 

Their great Commander ; Godlike shapes, and forms 

Excelling haman ; princely Dignities ; 

And Powers that 'erst in Heaven sat on thrones ; 

Though of their names in heavenly records now 

Be no memorial ; blotted oat and rased 

By their rebellion from the book of life* 

Nor had they yet among the sons of Eve 

Got them new names ; till, wandering o'er the earth, 

Throngh God's high sufferance for the trial of man, 

By falsities and lies the gpreatest part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forsake 

God their creator, and the invisible 

Glory of him that made them to transform 

Oft to the image of a brute, adom'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold. 

And Devils to adore^for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 

Say, Muse, their names then known; who first, who last, 

Roused from the slumber, on that fiery couch. 

At their great Emperor's call, as next in worth 

Came singly where he stood on the bare strand, 

While the promiscuous crowd stood yet aloof. 

The chief were those, who from the pit of Hell 

Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 

Their seats long after next the seat of God, 

Their altars by his altar ; Gods adored 

Among the nations round : and durst abide 

Jehovah thundering out of Sion, throned 

Between the Cherubim ; yea, often placed 

Within his sanctuary itself their shrines, 

Abominations ; and with cursed things 

His holy rites and solemn feasts profaned. 

And with their darkness durst affront his lightv' 

First, Moloch, horrid king, besmear'd with blood 

Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears ; 

Though, for the noise of dnuni %Ad^\xB!\R^%\^^^^ 



■ *'»»rim,^,^ - '*■- «uu ai, ^.- ** ^ni* 
-.J, ir ^ -^JHirin «. '- ■'•<■ 

^ • . HJL ^^o^^ ^^"^ •i.-a >«r\ ► 
^i~ T.-J-^ '*^ ^rc-,a^ »A .^*' 
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Thei]^ Ltving Strength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowlj down 

To bestial Gods ; for which their heads as low 

BoVd down in battle, sunk before the spear 

Of despicable foes. With these in troop 

Came Astoreth, whom the Pbcenioians called 

Astart^, queen of Heaven, with eresoent horns ; 

To whose bright image nightly by the moon 

Sidonian virgins paid their tows and songs ; 

In Sion also not unsung, where stood 

Her temple on the offensive mountain, built 

By that uxorious king, whose heart, though large. 

Beguiled by fair idolatresses, fell 

To idols foal. Thammuz came next behind. 

Whose annual wound in Lebanon allured 

The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a sunmier's day ; 4 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love tale 

Infected Sion's daughters with like heat ; 

Whose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

Ezekiel saw, when, by the vision led. 

His eye survcjr'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Jndah. Next came one 

Who moum*d in earnest, when the captive ark 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands l(^p*d off 

In his own temple, on the grunsel edge. 

Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers : 

Dagon his name, sea monster, upward man 

And downward fish : yet had his temple high 

Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the coast 

Of Palestine, in Gath and Ascalon, 

And Acoaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 

Him followed Rimmon, whose delightful seat 

Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid streams;' « 

He also against the house oi O^'w^&Xiff^*- 



With monstrous shapes and sorceries ab; 
b^anatic Egypt, and her priests to seek 
rhe^ wandering Gods disguised in bmti 
LtatAr than human. Nor did Israel sea 
rbe^^^tion, when their borrowed gold 
riie caMlytijiif y. and the rebel king 
Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 
Likening bis Maker to the grazed ox ; 
Jehovah, who in one night, when he pas 
From Egjpt marching, equal'd with one 
i^oth her first-bom and all her bleating 
Belial came last, than whom a Spirit mc 
Fell not from Heaven, or more gpross to 
Vice for itself: to him no temple stood 
Or altar smoked : yet who more oft thai 
In temples and at altq^, when the pries 
Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fill 
With lust and violence the house of 6o< 
In courts and palaces he also reigns. 
And in luxurious cities, where the noise 
Of riot ascends above their loftiest tow( 
And injury and outrage : And when nig 
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Gods, jet confessed later than Heaven and Earth, 
Their boasted parents : Titan, Heaven's first-bom, 
With his enormous brood, and birthright seized 
By younger Satnm ; he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's son, like measore found ; 
So Jove osnrping reign'd : these first in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 
Qf cold Olympns ruled the middle air, 
Their highest Heaven ; or on the Delphian clifT, 
Qt in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

--^jOf Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Ffed over Adria to the Hesperian fields. 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmost isles. 

All these and more 9ame flocking ; but with looks 
Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appear *d 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to have found their Chief 
Not in despair, to have found ^themselves not lost 
In loss itself: which on his countenance cast 
Like doubtful hue : but he, his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not substance, gently raised 
Their fainting courage, and dispell'd their fears. 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike sound 

. Of trumpets loud and clarions be nprear'd 

His mighty standard : that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfarl'd 
The imperial ensign ; which, full high advanced. 
Shone like a meteor streaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden lustre rich emblazed. 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : 
At which the universal host up sent 
A shout, that tore Hell's concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night 
All in a moment through the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air • ; 
With orient colours waving : with \hft\BLX«i» 



erate yalonr breatbed, nrm uuu 

dread of death to flight or fool retreal 

^ranting power to mitigate and swage 

. solemn touches tronbled thoughts, an< 

lish, and donbt, and fear, and sorrow, 

1 mortal or immortal minds. Thus the 

ithing united force, with fixed thought, 

ed on in silence to soft pipes, that chai 

tr painful steps o*er the burnt soil : an< 

anced in view they stand ; a horrid frc 

Ireadfnl length and dazzling arms, in | 

warriors old with order'd spear and sh 

aiting what command their mighty Chi 

d to impose : He through the armed fil 

rts hu experienced eye, and soon travc 

e whole battalion views ; their order d 

eir visages and stature as of Gods ; 

eir number last he sums. And now hi 

stends with pride, and hardening in hi 

ones : for never, since created man, 

et such imbodied force, as named with 

inld merit more than that small infuitr 

• -11 *i.« „:- 
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Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore, 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontarabbia. Thus far these beyond 
Compare of mortal prowess, yet observed 
Their dread Commander ; he, above the rest 
In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 
Stood like a tower : his form had yet not lost 
All her original brightness ; nor appeared 
Less than Archangel min'd, and the excess 
Of glory obscored : as when the snn, new risen. 
Looks through the horizontal misty air 
Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 
In dim eclipseydisastrou&'twilight sheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarohs. Darkened so, yet shone 
Above them all the Archangel : but his face 
Deep scars of thunder had intrench'd ; and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntless courage, and considerate pride 
Waiting revenge : cmel his eye, but cast 
Signs of remorse and passion, to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once beheld in bliss), condemned / , 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
Millions of Spirits for his foult amerced 
Of Heaven, and from eternal splendours flung 
For his revolt ; yet faithfol how they stood. 
Their glory wither'd : as when Heaven's fire 
Hathgioathed^the forest oaks, or mountain pines, 
With singed top their stately growth, though bare, 
Stands on the blasted heath. He now prepared 
To speak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half enclose him round 
With all his peers : Attention held them mute. 
Thrice he essay'd, and thrice, in spite of scorn. 
Tears, such as Angels weep, burst forth : at last 
Words, interwove with sighs, fouudo\)\.^2Qft\x^v^» 
O Myriads of immoittd Sp\uVa\ O "^Jwiw^ 



For who can yet believe, thoagh after lo: 
That all these puissant legions, whose ex 
Hath emptied Heaven, shall fail to reasc 
Self-raised, and repossess their native se 
For me, be witness all the host of Heave 
If counsels different, or dangers shunn'd 
Bj me have lost oar hopes. But he, wb 
Monarch in Heaven, till then as one seen 
Sat on his |hrone, upheld by old repute, ' 
Consent or custom ; and hb regal state 
Pat forth at full, but still his strength coi 
Which tempted our attempt, and wrongh 
Henceforth his might we know, and knov 
So as not either to provoke, or dread 
New war, provoked : our better part rem 
To work in dose design, by fraud or guil 
What force effected not : Ihat he no less 
At length from us may find, who overoom 
By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof 
There went a fame in Heaven that be ere 
Intended to creat«». »nii ♦h«i»^;«« •»i«~* 
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For who can think sabmission ? War then, -War ^^^^^< 
Open or anderstood mnst b« reserved. ^ ^^ 

He spake : and, to confirm his words, out flew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Chembim ; the sudden blaze 
Far roond illumined hell : Highly they raged 
Against the Highest,i'and fierce with grasped arms 
Clash 'd on their soonding shields the din of war^ 
Hnrling defiance toward the yanlt of heaven. 

There stood a hill not far, whose grisly top 
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with a glossy scarf ; nndonbted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of solphnr. Thither, wing'd With speed, 
A nomerons brigad hastened : as when bands 
Of pioneers, wiUi spade and pickaxe arm'd. 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell [thoughts 
From Heaven ; for e*en in Heaven his looks and 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heaven's pavement, trodden gold. 
Than aught divine or holy else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific : by him first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, 
Ransack'd the centre, and witii impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother Earth 
For treasures, better hid. Soon had his crew 
Opened into the hill a spacious wound. 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. ^ Let none admire^ - 
That riches grow in Hell ; that soil may best ' 
Deserve the precious bane. And here let tho^. 
Who boast in mortal things, and wondering tell 
Of Babel, and die works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greatest monuments of fame, 
And strength, and art, are easily outdone 
By Spirits reprobate, and m vnVcrax, 
YfhtA. in an age they mlVi inoeMVoX \»\ 
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Each in hisji hierarchy Vthe orders bright. 

Nor was his name unheard, or unadored, 

In ancient Greece , and in Ansonian land 

Men caird him Mnloiber ;\and how he fell 

From Heaven thej fabled, thrown by angry Jove 

Sheer o'er the crystal battlements : from mom 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer's day ; and with the setting son 

Dropped from the zenith like a falling star, 

On Lemnos the ^gean isle : thns they relate, 

Erring ; for he with his rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor aught availed him now 

To have built in Heaven high towers ; nor did he scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent 

With his industrious crew to build in Hell. 

Meanwhile the winged heralds, by command 
Of sovran power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's sound, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 
At Pandemonium ;.the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : tibeir summons call'd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice the worthiest ; they anon. 
With hundreds and with thousands, trooping came. 
Attended : all access was throng'd ; the gates 
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Soldan's chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 
. To mortal combat, or career with lance). 
Thick swarm'd, both on the ground and in the air 
• Brush'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed plank. 
The suburb of their strawbTiiVX. c^Xa&^) 
yew robb'd with balm, ex^«.Vvtt\j^ «eA ««iisS«!t 
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aln. So thick the nvTJ c 
fcrestnileo'd; till, the i 
derl They bnt now «lia a 
■Si to aurptiBa Eaith'i ^Lut BOW 
19 thBD emalleit dwaHa, in n.uTO 
nuniherletit, like that P^RmeiD 
the Indian moniil ; or foirj e1v> 
miitniKht reieb. bj ■ foreit adt 
tain, tome belated peasant mea 
t dieaini lie lees, while overhead tbe 



The great Kenphic X^rdi sad Cbcrubira 
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BOOK. II. 

IliOK an * thron of royal >Ute, which Iti 
OatsboDe the wealth oC.Ormni.aiid of lad. 
Or where the gorgeoiu Eut with Hcheit haad 
' Shower* on her kinga bubmric peul ud gold, 
SatBO eidted sat, by meiil nuied 

Thai high uplifted bejood hope, HApirej 
Bejond tbiu high ; ioiatiate to pnTioe 
Vain war with HeaveD ; and, hj aacoeM, nnUnghti 
Hii prood inuginationa thai ditplay'd. 

Powera and Dominioni, Deitiea of Heaven ! 
For aince no deep within her golf can hold 
InuooHal vigonr, thoagh oppreaa^d and fallen, 
I give not Heaven for loal. From thia desoeot 
Celeatial virtnoa riaing will appear 
Hare gloriooa and more dread than from no (all, 
Aod Imat themselrea to feu no aecond fate. 
He though JDsl right and the Si'd lawa of Heaven 
Did iinl create joor Leader ; □»!, free ohoioe, 
With what besides, in ooonsel or in Gght, 
Hath Iwen achieved of merit', jeiywaViw, 
Thai far at least lecovu'A, ^a.(tv Di.ui^insn« 
EaMUiab'd in k aa(e imBinve& lOMctivB, 
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Taming our tortures into horrid arms 

Against the Torturer ; when to meet the noise 

Of his Almighty, engine he shall hear 

Infernal thunder ; and, for lightning, see 

Black fire and horror shot with equal rage 

Among his Angels ; and his throne itself 

Mix*d with Tartarean sulphur and strange fire, 

His own invented torments. But perhaps 

The way seems difficult and steep to scale 

With upright wing against a higher foe. 

Let such bethink ihem, if the sleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumb not still, 

That in our proper motion we ascend 

Up to our native seat : Descent and fall 

To as is adverse. Who but felt of late. 

When the^^erce Foe hung on our broken rear 

Insulting, and pursued us through the deep. 

With what compulsion and laborious flight 

We sunk thus low 7 The ascent is easy then ; 

The event is fear'd ; should we ^;ain provoke 

Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 

To our destruction ; if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worse destroyed : What can be worse 

Than to dwell here, driven out from bliss, condemned 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe ; 

Where pain of unextinguishable fire 

Must exercise us without hope of end. 

The vassals of his anger,v^hen the scourge 

InexorablyK.and the torturing hour 

Calls us to penance ! More destroy'd than thus. 

We should be quite abolish^, and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incense 

His utmost ire ? which, to the highth enraged. 

Will either quite consume us, and reduce 

To nothing this essential ; happier far 

Than miserable to have eternal being : 

Or if our substance be indeed divine. 

And cannot cefise to be, we are «.! x^ot^V. 

Oa this aide nothing j aad. \)5 ^twil ^^ ^^^ 



- person lost not Heaven ; be seem'd 
nity composed, and high exploit: 
was false and hollow ; though his tongue 
i manna, and could make the worse i^ipear 
Iter reason, to perplex and .'dash ttt-,^^ 
st counsels : for his thoughts were low ; 
; industrious, but to nobler deeds 
us and slothful : yet he pleased the ear, 
ith persuasive accent thus beg^n. 
3uld be much for open war, O Peers, 
behind in hate ; if what was urged , , . ^ , 
eason to persuade immediate war 
t dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
us conjecture on the whole success ; 
he, who most excels in fact of arms, 
it he counsels, and in what excels, 
tstful, grounds his courage on despair 
tter dissolution, a» the scope . • - ^ ' t 
his aim, after some dire revenge. 
what revenge? The towers of Heaven are filled 
armed watch, that render all access 
nrnaUi«» • nft Oil thc borderiuK deep 
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Her mischief, and purge off the baaer fire, 
Victorioiu. Thus rqralsed, onr final hope 
Is flat despair : We most exasperate 
The Almighty Victor to .spend all his rage. 
And that most end ns ; that most he oar care, 
To he no more. Sad cure ! for who woold lose. 
Though fnll of pain, this intellectual being. 
Those thoughts that wander through eternity. 
To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, 
DeToid of sense and motion ? And who knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 
Can give it, or will ever? how he can. 
Is doubtful ; that he never will, is sure. 
Will he, so wiM, let lo6se.«tx>nce his ire, 
3eli|^e throngn impbtende^ i>r unaware, t*^ 
To giye his enemies their wish, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 
To punish endless ? Wherefore cease we then ? 
' Say they who counsel war ; we are decreed. 
Reserved, and destined to eternal woe ; 
Whatever doing, what can we suffer more, / 
What can we suffer worse ? Is this then worst, 
^hus sitting, thus consulting, thus in arms ? ^' 
What ! when we fled amain, parsned, and struck 
With Heaven's afflicting thunider, and besought 
The deep to shelter us ? This Hell then seem'd 
A refuge from those wounds : or when we lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake ? That sure was worse. 
What if the breath, tlmt kindled those grim fires, 
Awaked, should blow them into sevenfold rage. 
And plunge us in the flames? or, from above, 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us ? What if all 
Her stores were open'd, and this firmament 
Of Hell should spout her cataracts of fire. 
Impendent horrors, threatening hideous fall 
One daj upon oar heads ; wbiSe 'we ^^\a^% 
Desigaiug or exhorting g^rioa« 'war. 



, aU thing, .t o^l'Tl^^Z deride. ; 

„rzreur™r.*.r3.e.et.. 

lues UB> ««« r «p ^ to do, 
Victor's will. * ® * ,t:! I-- ,iniiuit 

rtending, md «o *°»**™T,^" „*„e b. 
.„gh.^hen «ho.e who^ ft^»P^^^ ^ 

i Tentaron., « that «»" "• ' ^^ „d^ 
,at yet they know ^^'^'X. 
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Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild, this darkness light ; • 

Besides what hope the never ending flight - 

Of fatare days may bring, ''what chance, what change 

Worth waiting ;,\ since our present lot appears ^ 

For happy though bat ill, for ill not worst. 

If we procnre not to oorselTes more woe. 

Thus Belial, with words clothed in reason's garb, 
Coansel'd ignoble ease,' and peaceful sloth. 
Not peace : And after him thus Mammon spake. 

Either to disenthrone the King of Heaven 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 
Oar own right lost : Him to anthrone we then 
May hope, when everlasting Fate shall yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strife : 
The former, vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : For what place can be for us 
Within Heaven's boand, unless Heaven's Lord sapreme 
We overpowtf ? Suppose he should relent. 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and receive 
Strict laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns and to his Godhead sing 
Forced Hallelujahs : while he lordly sits 
Our envied Sovran, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flowers, 
Our servile ofibrings ? This must be our task 
In Heaven, this our delight ; how wearisome 
Eternity so spent, in worship paid 
To whom we hate ! Let us not then presume 
By force impossible, by leave obtain'd 
Unacceptable, though in Heaven, our state 
Of splendid vassalage ; but rather seek 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 
Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess. 
Free, and to none accountable, ^t^^Cerrav^ 
Hard liberty before the eaa^ ^c^^ 
Of servile pomp. Chit gteaXues* V^ %>jj^«« 



clouds and dark dotn neMwu » 

3 to reside, his glory nnobscnred, 
ith the majesty of darkness round 
s jiis throne ; ftrom whence deep thunde 
iring their rage, and Heayen resembles 
• Gor darkness, cannot we his light 
te when we please ? This desert soil 
:s not her hidden lustre, gems and gold ; 
(vant we skill or art, from whence to raii 
nificence ; and what can Heaven show w 
torments also may in length of time 
ivae our elements ; ^se piercing fires 
)oft as now severe, our temper changed 
* their temper ; which mmt needs remov 
sensible of pain* All things invite 
peaceful counsels, and th» settled state 
order, how in safety best we may 
npose our present evils, with regard 
what we are, and where ; dismissing qa 
I thoughts of war : Ye have what I advi 
He scarce had finished, when such murm 
A assembly as when hollow rocks retain 

•-J- ofliio.h all I 
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By policy, and long process of time. 
In emnlation opposite to Heaven. 
Which when Beelzebub perceived, than whom 
Satan except none higher sat, with grave 
Asjg^ct 1^ rpM, and in his rising seem'd 
A ptniii^dt-siate^ deep on his front engraven 
'JDellSeration sat, and pablic care ; . 
And 'prxBcdy counsel in his face yet shone. 
Majestic though in ruin : sage he stood r 
With Atlantean shoulders fit to bear - ' 

The weight of mightiest monarchies ; his look 
Drew audience and attention still as night 
Or summer's noontide air, while thus he spake. 

Thrones and Imperial Powers, Offspring of Heaven, 
Etherial^Vjr^es ! or these titles now 
Must we renoniice, and, changing style, be call'd 
Princes of Hell ! for so the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire v/ doubtless I' while we dream. 
And Juiow not that the King of Heaven hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon ; not our safe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heaven's high jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against his throne, but to remain 
In strictest bondage, though thus far removed 
Under the inevitable curb, reserved 
His captive multitude : For he, be sure. 
In highth or depth, still first and last will reign 
Sole king, and of his kingdom lose no part 
By our revolt ; but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 
Us here, as. with his golden those in Heaven. 
What sit we then projecting peace and war ? 
War hath dettrmined us, and foil'd with loss 
Irreparalile ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchmfod or sought ; for what peace will be given 
To us endaved, but custody severe. 
And ttr^e§, and arbltmry p\m\^Km«:QX. . 



vvitb dangerous expedition to invade 
Heaven, whose high walls fear no ass 
Or ambnsh from the deep. What if ^ 
Some easier enterprise ? There is a ] 
(If anoient and prophetic fame in Hes 
Err not), another world, the happy se 
Of some new race call'd Man, aboat t 
To be created like to ns, though less 
In power and excellence, but favour'd 
Of Him who roles above ; so was his 
Pronounced among the Gods, and by t 
That shook Heaven's whole circumfer 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, f 
What creatures there inhabit, of what 
Or substance, how endued, and what 1 
And where their weakness, how attem 
By force or subtlety. Though Heave 
And Heaven's high Arbitrator sit seen 
In his own strength, this place may lit 
The utmost border of his kingdom, lef 
To their defence who hold it : Here p< 
Some advantageous act may be achievt 
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In his disturbance ; when his dai'Iing sons, 
Hurrd headlong to partake with us, shall curse 
Their frail original, and faded bliss, 
Faded so soon. Advise, if this be worth 
Attempting, or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching yain empires. Thus Beelzebab 
I^eaded his devilish counsel, first devised 
By Satan, and in part proposed : For whence. 
Bat from the author of all ill, could spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
To mingle and involve, done all to spite 
The great Creator ? But their spite still serves 
His glory to augment. The bold design ^f y 

Pleased highly, those infernal States^ and joy t/i^P^'^j^^t^^ 
Sparkled in aU their eyes ; with full assent ^ / 

They vote : whereat his speech he thus renews : 
, i^ell |mve ye judged, well ended long debate, 
''Synbd' of Gods ! and, like to what ye are, ' 
Great things resolved, which, from the lowest deep. 
Will once more lift us up, in spite of fate. 
Nearer our ancient seat ; perhaps in view 
Of those bright confines, whence, with neighbouring arms 
An(c[ opportutie eiccursion, we may chance 
Reenter Heaven ; or else in some mild zone 
Dwell, not unvisited of Heaven's fair light. 
Secure ; and at the bri^tening orient beam 
Purge off this gloom : the soft delicious air. 
To heal the scar of these corrosive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But first whom shall we send 
In search of this new world ? whom shall we find 
Sufficient? who shall tempt with wandering feet 
The dark unbottom*d infinite abyss. 
And through the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy i^le ? What streB^, -vV^V. ^\\. c.'wv ^«a- 



ook saspense, a*iM.w-g 

;cond, or oppose, or undertake 

perilous attempt : bat all sat mute, 

lering the danger with deep thoughts ; and eac 

ther*s countenance read his own dismay, 

nish'd : None among the choice and prime 

hose heaven-warring champions could be found 

lardy as to proffer or accept, 

ae, the dreadful TOji^e ; till at last 

eiD, whom now trancendent glory raised 

)ve his fellows, with monarchal pride, 

3scioas of highest worth, unmoTed thus spake : 

3 Progeny of Heayen, empyreal Throne! 

ith reason bath deep silence and demuc 

ized us, though undismayed : Long is the way 

id hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ; 

jr prison strong ; this huge c6nyex of fire« 

titrageous to devour, immures us round ■'' t . :' 

inefold ; and gates of burning adamant, 

arr'd over us, prohibit all egress. . ^ 

hese pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 

>f unessential Night receives him next 

- «««i with utter loss of being- 
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olty or danger could deter 

I attempting. Wherefore do I assume 

>yalties, and not refuse to reign, 

1^ to accept as great a share 

rd as of honour, due alike 

irho reigns, and so much to him due 

rd more, as he above the rest 

nonr'd sits ? Go, therefore^ miehtjF^Powers, 

if Heaven, though fallen ! ibtend at home, 

ere shaU be our home, what best may ease 

lent misery, and render Hell 

lerable ; if there be cure or charm 

to, or deceive, or slack the pain 

n mansion : intermit no watch 

a wakefiil Foe, while I abroad 

all the coasts of dm-k destruction seek . 
jioe for us all : This enterprise 
ill partake with me. Thus saying rose 
laroh, and prevented all reply ; 
, lest, from his resolution raised, 
jBong the chief might effer now 

to be refused) what erst they feared ; 

refnsed, might in opinion stand 

Is ; winning cheap tiie high repute, 

« through hazard huge must earn. But they 

. not more the adventure than his voice 

ing ; and at once with him they rose : 

ung all at once was as the sound 

ler heard remote. Towards him they bend 

'All reverence prone ; and as a God 

m equal to the ffighest in Heaven : 

d they to express bow much they praised, 

the general safety he despised 
I : For neither do the Spirits damn'd 

their virtue ; lest bad men should boast 
ecious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 
I ambition, varnish'd o'er with zeal. 
ij their doubtfoi coiuroV\»X^\A ^%:^ 



est their joy, that bUl and YBuey rui^j. 
hame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 
m concord holds ; men pnl j disagree 
creatures rational, though under hope 
heavenly grace : and, God proclaiming peace, 
t live in hatred, enmity, and strife 
long themselves, and levy cruel wars, 
asting the earth, each other to destroy : 
if (which might induce us to accord) 
an had not heUish foes enow besides, 
I at, d&y and night, for his destruction wait. 
The Stygian council thus dissolved ; and forth 
order came the grand i^araal Peers : 
idst came their mighty Faramonnt, and seem'd 
lone the Antagonist of Heaven, nor less 
ban Hell's dread Emperor, with pomp supreme 
nd Godlike imitated state : him round 
globe of fiery Seraphim enclosed 
v'^ith bright emblazonry and horrent arms. 
'ben of their session ended they bid cry 
Vith trumpets' regal sound the great result : 
'oward the four winds fojir needy Cherubim 
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Leads him perplex'd, where he may likeliest find 

Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 

The irksome hours till his great Chief return. 

Part on the plain, or in the air sublime, 

Upon the wing, or in swift race contend, 

As at the Olympian games or Pythian fields ; 

Part curb their fiery steeds, or shun the goal 

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades fomu 

As when, to warn proad cities, war appears 

Waged in the troubled sky, and armies rush 

To battle in the clouds, before each van 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their spears 

Till thickest legions close ; with feats of arms 

From either end of Heaven the welkin bums. 

Others, with vast Typhoeao rage more fell. 

Rend up both rocks and hilb, and ride the air 

In whirlwind ; Hell scarce holds the wild uproar. 

As when Alddes, from QSchalia crown'd 

With conquest, felt the envenomed robe, and tore 

Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines ; 

And Lichas from the top of CEta threw 

Into the Euboic sea. Others more mild. 

Retreated in a silent valley, sing 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and hapless fall 

By doom of battle ; and complain that fate 

Free virtue should enthral to force or chance. 

Their song was partial ; but the harmony 

(What could it less when Spirits immortal sing?) . 

Suspended Hell, and took with ravbhment 

The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet 

(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense). 

Others apart sat on a hill retired. 

In thoughts more elevate, and reason'd high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and &te ; 

Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute ; 

And found no end, in wandering ma^EAa lo%\^ 

Of good and evil muo\i tVie^ vt^«^ ^«0k^ 
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iui)piish, and el 
Failatidus faope, or arm tbe ohdared breast 
With Bldbborn patience, u with triple steel. 
Another part, in iqasdrons and gross bands, 
On bold adventnrB to dwoover wide 
That dismal world, if any oUme perhaps 
Might yield Ihem eaiier habitation, bend 
Four ways (hsir flying march, along the banks 
Of raDr infernal risers that disgorge 
lulu Ike baming lake their baleful itreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the Hoed of deadly bale ; 
- ■ ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ and deep ; 



Cocytus, named of la 
Heard oa Ibe rnefol st 
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; Recce Phleg 



a of torrent Bte inflame w 
1 these, a slow and silent slrBani, 
Iver of nbli.ion, rolls 
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re aad being forgeta. 
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eir soft etherial warmth, and there to pine 
movable, infixed, and frozen rotind,r 
riods of time, thence harried back to fire, 
ej ferry over this Lethean sound 
th to and fro, their sorrow to augment, 
d wish and struggle, as thej pass, to reach 
e tempting stream, with one small drop to lose 
sweet forgetfulness all pain and woe, 
1 in one moment, and so near the brink ; 
it Fate withstands, and to oppose the attempt 
sdusa with Gorgonian terror guards 
e ford, and of itself the water flies 
I taste of living i^ght, as once it fled 
e lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 
confused march forlorn, the adventurous bands, 
ith shuddering horror pale, and eyes aghast, 
ew*d first their lamentable lot, and found 
> rest : through many a dark and dreary vale 
ey pass'd, and many a region dolorous, 
)r many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 
)ks,caves,lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades of death, 
niverse of deatii : which Grod by curse 
ited evil, for evil only good ; 
)re all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
erse, all monstrous, all prodigious things, 
unable, inutterable, and worse 
fables yet have feig^'d, or fear conceived, 
>ns, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire, 
■nwhile the adversary of God and Man, 
with thoughts inflamed of highest design, 
n swift wings, and towards the gates of Hell 
es his solitary flight : sometimes 
on the right hand coast, sometimes the left ; 
aves with level wing the deep, then soars 
le fiery concave towering high. 
I far off at sea a fleet descried 
n the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
ling from Beii^«Va, ox ^« v^ft.% . 



hrice threefold the gates ; three toicut % 
3 iron, three of adamantine rock 
netrable, impaled with circling fire, 
jDConsiimed. Before the gates there e 
ither side a formidable shape : 
one seemed woman to the waist, and fa: 
ended fonl in many a scaly fold 
iminoas and vast ; a serpent ann*d 
h mortal sting : About her middle roan 
ry of Hellhonnds never ceasing bark'd 
:h wide Cerberian mouths full loud, an< 
lideous peal ; yet, when they list, woul< 
lught disturb'd their noise, into her wo] 
d kennel there ; yet there still bark'd a 
ithin, unseen. Far less abhorr'd than i 
x*d Scylla, bathing in the sea that part 
Jabria from the hoarse Trinacrian shon 
3r uglier follow the night hag, when, ca 
i secret, riding through the air she com< 
ared with the smell of infant blood, to < 
<^ith Lapland witches, while the labour! 
-i:»a<ka lit their charms. The other she 
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The andannted Fiend what this might be adnured ; 
Admired, not feared j God and his Son except. 
Created thing nought valued he, nor shnnn'd ; 
And with disdaiuM look thus first began : 

Whence and what art thoa, execrable shape ! 
That darest, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pass. 
That be assured, without leave ask'd of thee : 
Retire or taste thy folly ; and learn by proof. 
Hell-bom ! not to contend with Spirits of Heaven. 

To whom the Goblin full of wrath replied : 
Art thou that Traitor- Angel, art thou He 
Who first broke peace in Heaven, and faith, till then 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebellious arms 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven's sons 
Conjured against the Highest ; for whjch both thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemn 'd 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain ? 
And reckon'st thou thyself with Spirits of Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd! and breathest defiance here and scorn, 
Where I reig^ king ; and, to. enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punishment. 
False fugitive ! and to thy speed add wings ; 
Lest with a whip of scorpions I pursue 
Thy lingering ; or with one stroke of this dart 
Strange horror seuee thee, and pangs unfelt before. 

So spake the griidy Terror, and in shape. 
So speaking and 80%Teatening, grew tenfold 
More dreadful and deform. On the other side. 
Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 
Unterrified ; and like a comet bum'd. 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
In the arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 
Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No second stroke intend ; and such a frown 
Each cast at the other, as wbeu two VSiaic^ <S^^^^i>> 
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Had been achieved, whereof all H 

Had not the snaky Sorceress that 

Fast by Hell-gate, and kept the fa 

Risen, and with hideous outcry ru 

O Father I what intends thy hai 

Against thy only Son ? What fury 

Possesses thee to bend that morta 

Against thy father's head? andki 

For him who sits above, and laug 

At thee ordain'd his drudge ; to € 

Whate'er his wrath, which he ca! 

His wrath, which one day will de 

She spake, and at her words th 

Forbore ; then these to her Satai 

So strange thy outcry, and thy 

Thou interposest, that my sudden 

Prevented, spares to tell thee yel 

What it intends j till Brst I knoi 

What thing thou art, thus double 

In this infernal vale first met, th< 

Me Father, and that phantasm ci 

T 1 ^.^ 4.1. AA w%nt nttV OV<kr SAW tl 
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Sarpiised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy swam 
In darkness, while thy head flames thick and fast 
Threw forth ^ till, on the left side opening wide, 
Likest to thee in shape and comitenance hright 
Then shining heavenly fair, a goddess arm'd. 
Oat of thy head I sprang ; Amazement seized 
All the host of Heaven ; hack .they recoil'd afraid 
At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sig^ 
Portentous held me ; but, familiar grown, 
I pleased, and with attractive graces won 
The most averse, thee chiefly, who fall oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect image viewing 
Becamest enamoar'd ; Bfid sach joy thoa took'st 
With me in secret that my womb conceived 
A growing harden. Meanwhile war arose. 
And fields were foaght in Heaven ; -^herein remained 
(For wliat coold else?) to oar Almighty Foe 
Clear victory ; to oar part loss and roat, 
Through all the empyrean ; down they fell 
Driven headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this deep ; and in the general fall 
I also ; at which time, this powerful key 
Into Jikj hand was given, with charge to keep 
These gates* for ever shut, which none can pass 
Without my opening. Pensive here I sat 
Alone ; but long I sat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes. 
At last this odious offspring whom thou seest. 
Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 
Tore through my entrails, that, with fear and pain 
Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 
Transformed : But he my inbred enemy 
Forth issued, brandishing his fatal dart 
Made to destroy ! I fled, and cried out Death I 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 
From all her caves, and back resounded Death t 
I fled ; but he parsned (thou^Vi moT«, \V «KKio^^'k 



That bred them they return, and ho 
My bowels, their repast ; then burs 
Afresh with conscious terrors vex n 
That rest or intermission none I fini 
Before mine eyes in opposition sits 
Grim Death, my son and foe ; who 
And me his parent wonld fall soon i 
For want of other prey, bat that he 
His end with mine involyed ; and k 
Should prove a bitter morsel, and h 
Wheneyer that shall be ; so Fate pi 
Bat then, O Father ! I forewarn th> 
Hi» deadly arrow ; neither vainly h 
To be invnlnerable in those bright a 
Though tempered heavenly ; for thai 
Save he who reigns above, none can 
She finished ; and the subtle Fien 
Soon leam'd, now milder, and thus : 
Dear Daughter ! since thou claim's! 
And my fair son here shoVst me, (i 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heave 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, th 
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The niifoiuided deep, and through the Toid immense 
To search with wandering quest a place foretold 
Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 

~ Created vast and round, a place of bliss 
In the purlieus of HeaTen, and therein placed 
A race of upstart creatures, to supply 
Perhaps our yacant room ; though more removed, 
Lest Heaven, surcharged with potent multitude. 
Might hap to move new broils. Be this or aught 
Thiui this more secret now desig^'d, I haste 
To know ; and, this once known, shall soon return, 
And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 
Wing silently the buxom air, embalm'd ^ 
With odours ; there ye shall be fed and fiU'd 
Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey. 

He ceased, for both seem'd highlypleased ; and Death 
Grinn'd h<mrible a ghastly smile, to hear 
His famine should be fill'd ; and bless'd his maw 
Destined to that good |^our : No less rejoiced 
His mother bind, and thus bespake her sire : 

The key of this infernal pit by due. 
And by command of Heaven's all-powerful King, 
I keep ; by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart. 
Fearless to be o'ermatch'd by living might 
But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound. 
To sit in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and heavenly bom. 
Here in perpetual i^ony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours compass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed ? 

v/lThou art my father, thou my author, thou ^ 
My being gavest me ^/whom should I obey 
But thee ? whom follow ? thou wUl Vuck^ m« v>^^\v 



rtliwith the huge portcallis high apdrew, 
nich but herself, not all the Stygian Powers 
uld once have moved ; then in the keyhole toi 
e iutricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
massy iron or solid rock with ease 
1 fastens : On a sndden open fly 
ith impetuons recoil and jarring sonnd 
le infernal doors, and on their hinges vrate 
arsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
f Erebus. She open*d, bnt to shut 
xcell'd her power ; the gates wide open stood, 
bat with extended wings a banner'd host, 
nder spread ensigns marching, might pass thrc 
i^ith horse and chariots ranked in loose array : 
wide they stood, and like a furnace month 
ast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame, 
lefore their eyes in sudden view i^pear 
'he secrets of the hoary deep ; a dark ' 
liimitable ocean, without bound, 
V^ithont dimension ; where length, breadth, and 1 
ind time, and place are lost ; where eldest Ni| 
int\ Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold 
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Levied to side with warring winds, and poise 
Their lighter wings, v To whom these most adhere,. 
He roles a moment : Chaos umpire sits. 
And by decbion more embroils the fraj» 
Bj which he reigns : Next him, high arbiter. 
Chance goyems all. Lito this wild abyss. 
The womb of Natnre and perhaps her grave. 
Of neither sea, nor shore,' nor air, nor fire. 
Bat all these in their pregnant causes mix'd 
Confusedly, and which thos most ever fight. 
Unless the Almighty Maker them ordain 
His dark materials to create more worlds ', 
Into this wild abyss the wary Fiend 
Stood on the brink of Hell, and look'd awhile. 
Pondering his yoyage ; for no narra% frith 
He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal*d 
With noises load and rainoas (to compare 
Great things with small) than when Bellona storms. 
With all her battering engines bent to rase 
Some capital city ;* or less than if this frame 
.Of Heaven were falling, and these elements 
In matiny had from her axle torn 
The steadfast earth. < At last his sail-broad vans 
He spreads for flight, and in the sarging smoke 
Uplifted spams the ground ; thence many a league. 
As in a oloady chair, ascending rides 
Audacious ; but, that seat soon failing, meets 
A vast vacuity : all unawares 
Fluttering his pennons vain, plun^b down he drops 
Ten thousand fathom deep ; and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 
The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud, 
Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft : that fury staid, 
Quenched in a boggy Syrtis, neither sea. 
Nor good dry land : nigh founder'd on he fares, 
'Treading the crude consistence, half on foot. 
Half flyings behoves him now both oax ttoA. %^\« 
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a grjplion, Ihrongh the «iidfrneai 
gal ciiurJie, o'er bill or muorj dale 
Ihe AtLmaspian, wlio bj steajlh 
I bis wakefnl oniloJj pudoin'd 
■ guarded gold : So Mgerlj tbs Fiend 
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Directed, oo mean recompense it brings 
To your bdioof : if I that region lost. 
All usurpation thence expell'd, reduce 
To her original darkness, and your sway 
(Which is my present journey), and once more 
Erect the standard there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be the advantage all, mine the revenge ! 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltering speech and visage incomposed. 
Answered: I know thee, stranger, who thou art. 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head against Heaven's King, though overthrown. 
I saw and heard ; for such a numerous host 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep, 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout. 
Confusion worse confounded ; and Heaven gates 
Pour*d out by millions her victorious bands 
Pursuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence ; if all I can will serve 
That little which is left so to defend. 
Encroached on still through your intestine broils 
Weakening the sc^tre of old Night : first Hell, 
Your dungeon, stretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heaven, and Earth, another world. 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 
To tbat side Heaven from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far ; 
So much the nearer danger ; go, and speed ! 
Havoc, and spoil, and rain are my gain. 

He ceased ; and Satan staid not to reply ; 
But, glad that now his sea should find a shore. 
With fresh alacrity, and force renew'd. 
Springs upward, like n pyramid of fire. 
Into the wild expanse ; and, through the shock 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round 
Environ'd, wins his way ; harder beset 
And more endanger'd than when Argo pass'd 
Through Bosporus, betwixt the juatUn^ tocVl« -. 



Joat, be ouv«. , 
Strange alteration ! fi^m »^ 
Following hia track, sach was the 
Paved after him a broad and beat 
Over the dark abyss, whose boiliz 
Tamely endured a bridge of wond 
From Hell continued, reaching thi 
' Of this frail world ; by which the 
With easy intercourse pass to and 
To tempt or punish mortals, exce] 
God and good Angels guard by sf 
But now at |ast the sacred influen 
Of light appears, and from the w 
Shoots far into the bosom of dim 
A glimmering dawn ; Here Nati 
Her furthest verge, and Chaos f 
As from her outmost works a b 
With tumult less, and with les' 
That Satan with less toil, and 
Wafts on the calmer wave by 
And, like a weather-beaten vt 
Gladly the port, though shroT 
***A emptier waste, res 
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BOOK III. 



God. •ittiay on kU tbroae, mm Sktaa flying toward* tliU world, thon nowly crr- 
iitcd ; show* him to the Son, who Mt ml lu« rlKht hand; furoteil* the »9ecm of 
SmtMM in ponrerting nuuikind; eioara bia own Jaatieo and wiadoiu from all impn- 
tatioa, harinK aroaiad Man frfa, and able eaongh to have witbttood bit tanipler ; 
yet doclarM Eta pvrpoae of pace toward* Uai, ia regard he fell not of bia oiva 
maiiee, aa did tfaUuit bnt by biai Mdaced. The Son of God readen praitet to 
bb Patber for the manibttatiun of bia graeiooa purpoae toward* Maa : Bat God 
axain declare*, thataraee eannot be extended toward* Man without the (ati«>'4Cliun 
of divine Jnatioe : Maa bath offuided the maJMty of God by Mpiriag to Godhead, 
and, therefore, with all bia progeny, devoted to death, matt die, nalaM tone one 
can be fbaad aafleieat to aniwer for hie offimee, and underco hi* paniihinent. 
Tbe Son of God freely »ten biniMlf a raaaoai for Maa : The Father acoe pt« 
biai, oidain* hi* iaoaraatloa, proaounoM hi* exaltaUon above all name* in Hru- 
ven and Earth : comaiaads aJl tbe Angel* te adore him i They obey, and hymning 
to their harp* in full qaira, eelebrate the Father and tbe Son. Mieanwbile Sittaii 
aligbta upon the bare eonrex of ihii worM'a ontermMt orb ; where wandrriag be 
Hist And* a place, aince called tbe Limbo of Vanity: What peraon* and tbla^* 
fly np thither I TbeneeeomM to tbe gate of Heaven, deacribed aacendiog by 
atair*, and the water* abuvc tbe flrmameat that flow altont it : Hi* pauago thence 
to tbe orb of the *nn ; be And* there Uriel, the regent of that orb, but firat cbaogn* 
himMif into tbe abape of m meaner Angel ; and, preteadiag a xealooa detire to 
beheld the new ereatloa, and Maa whom God had placed here, inanire* of bim 
tbe place of bia habitntton, and i* directed: Alight* flrat en mennt Nipbate*. 



Hail, holy light, offSBpring of Heaven first-horn, 

Or of the Eternal coetemal heam. 

May I express thee onblamed ? since Grod is light. 

And never bat in nnapproaohed light 

Dwelt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee, 

Bright effloence of bright essence increate ! 

Or hear'st thou rather, pnre etherial stream. 

Whose fountain who shall tell ? Before the snn. 

Before the Heavens thon wert, and at the voice 

Of God, as with a mantle, didst invest 

The rising world of waters dark and deep, 

Won from<the void and formless infinite* 

Thee I revisit now with bolder wing. 

Escaped the Stygian pool, though long detain'd 

In that obscure sojonm, while in my flight 

Through utter and through middle darkness borne, 

With other notes than to the Orphean lyre, 

I sung of Cfaiuw and eternal 14ight*, 

Taagbt by tbe bearenly Muse to vexvlute ^oni^ 



Cease 1 to wander where the Miues ha 
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sonny 
Smit with the love of sacred song ; but 
Thee, Sion, and the flowery brooks ben 
That wash'd thy hallow'd feet, and war 
Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forget 
Those other two equal'd with me in fat 
So were I equal'd with them in renown 
Blind Thamyris, and blind Mseonides ; 
And Tiresias, and Phineus, prophets ol< 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary n 
Harmonious numbers ; as the wakeful 1 
Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert h 
Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with t 
Seasons return : but not to me returns 
Day, or the sweet approach of even or i 
Or sight of venial bloom, or summer's i 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divin 
But cloud instead, and everduring dark 
Surrounds me, from the cheerful ways o 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge : 
Presented with a universal blank 
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His own works and their works at onoe to view : 

Aboat him all the Sanctities of Heaven 

Stood thick as stars, and from his sight received 

Beatitade past utterance : on his ri^t 

The radiant image of his glory sat. 

His only Son ^ on earth he first beheld 

Oar two first parents, yet the only two 

Of mankind in the happy garden placed, 

-/Reining immortal froits of joy and lovey <■• 
Unintermpted joy, onrival'd love. 
In blissfal solitude ; he then surveyed 
Hell and the golf between, and Satan there 
Coasting the wall of Heaven on this side Night 
In the don air sublime, and ready now 
To stoop with wearied wings and willing feet. 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land imbosom'd, without firmament. 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him Crod beholding from his prospect high. 
Wherein past, present, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

Only begotten Son, seest thou what rage 
Transports our Adversary ? whom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bars of Hell, nor aU the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss, 

^/Wide interrupt, can hold; so bent he seema - 
On desperate revenge, that shall redound 
Upon his own rebellious head. And now. 
Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his way 
Not far off Heaven, in the precincts of li^t. 
Directly towards the new created worid. 
And man there placed, with purpose to essay 
If him by force he can destroy, or, worse. 
By some false guile pervert ; and shall pervert^ 
I'^or man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And easily transgress the sole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fdl 
He and hui fahUofa progeny ; '^9Am«ib %kq^\.\ 



Of tme allegiance, constant faith, or lov 
Where only what they needs mnst do ap 
Not what they would ? what praise oonld 
What pleasure I from sach obedience pt 
>\lien will and reason (reason also is cfa 
L^seless and vain, of freedom both despo 
Made passive both, had senred necessity 
Not me ? They therefore, as to jright bel 
80 were created, nor can jostly acense 
Their Maker, or their making, or theb i 
As if predestination OTermled 
Their will disposed by absolate decree 
Or high foreknowledge ; they themseWe 
Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew,^ 
Foreknowledge had no inflaence on theu 
Which had no less proved certain onfore 
So without least impulse or shadow of fs 
Or aught by me immutably foreseen, 
They trespass, authors to themselves in t 
Both what they judge and what they oho 
I formed them free ; and free they must 
Till they enthral themselves ; I else mui 
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Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance filled 
All Heaven, and in the blessed Spirits elect 
Sense of new joj ineffable diffused. 
Beyond compare the Son of Grod wat seen 
Most glorious ; in him all his father shone 
Sabstantially expressed ; and in his face 
Dirine compassion visibly appeared. 
Love without end, and without measure grace ; 
Which, uttering, thus he to his Father spake : 

O Father, gracious was that word which closed 
Thy sovran sentence, that man should find grace ; 
For which both Heaven and Earth shall high extol 
Thy praises, with the innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompassed shall resound thee ever bless'd. 
For should Man finally be lost? should Man, 
Thy creature late so loved, thy youngest son. 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly? That be from thee far. 
That far be from thee^ather, who art jud^ 
Of all things made, and judgest only right. 
Or shaU the Adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine ? shall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodness bri^g to nought ; 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge aocomplish'd, and to Hell 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted? or wilt thou thyself 
Abolish thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou hast made ? 
So should thy goodness and thy greatness both 
Be questioned and blasphemed without defence. 

To whom the great Creator thus replied : 
.'. O Son, in whom my soul hath chief deUght, 
Son of my bosom. Son who art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might. 
All hast Uiou spoken as my thoughts are, aU 
As my eternal purpose ha^ decree^*, 
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Some other able, and as wiDiog, pay 

The rigid satisfaotion-, death for death, 

Saj, heavenly Powers, where shall we find snch love? 

Which of ye will be mortal, to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and just the nnjast to save? 

Dwells in all Heaven ohurity so dear ? 

He ask'd, bat all the heavenly qnire stood mnte. 
And silence was in Heaven : On Man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appeared, 
Mnch less that dorst npon his own head draw 
The deadly forfeiture and ransom set. 
And now without redemption aU mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By doom severe, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulness dwells of love divine. 
His dearest mediation thus renewed : 

Father, thy word is pass'd, Man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way,. 
The speediest of thy vringed messengers. 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all 
Comes unprevented, unimplored, unsought f 
Happy for Man, so coming : he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins, and lost ; 
Atonement for himself, or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring ; 
Behold me then : me for him, life for life 
I offer ; on me let thine anger ftJl ; 
Account -me Man. I for his sake will leave 
Th^ bosom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die 
Well pleased ; on me let Death wreak aU his rage ; 
Under his gloomy power I shall not long 
Lie vanquish'd ; thou hast given me to possess 
Life in myself for ever ; by thee I live. 
Though now to Death I yield, and am his due 
AU that of me can die ; yet, that debt paid. 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathsome grave 
His prey« nor suffer my unspotted ^^^ 



A icancui ut&w va 



While, by thee raised, I ruin all my foes. 
Death last, and with his carcass glut the grave 
Tlien, with the multitude of my redeemed, 
Shall enter Heaveii, long absent, and retam. 
Father, to see thy face, wherein no doad 
Of anger shall remain, but peace assured 
And reconcilement ; wrath shall be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy presence joy entire. 

His words here ended, but his meek asp^t 
Silent yet spake,Vand breathed imanortal love 
To mortal men, aboTe which only shone 
Filial obedience : As a sacrifice 
Glad to be offered, he attends the will 
Of his great Father. Admiration seized 
All Heaven, what this might mean, and whithc 
Wondering ; but soon the Almighty thus replii 

O thou in Heaven and Earth the only peace 
Foand out for mankind under wrath ! O thou 
My sole complacence ! well thou know'st how 
To me are all my works, nor Man the least. 
Though last created ; that for him I spare 
Ti.rt« Fi-nm mv bn«nm and risht hand, to save, 
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'As in him perish all men, so in thee, 
As from a second root, shall be restored 
As many as are restored, withoat thee none. 
His crime makes gwltj all his sons ; thj merit* 
Imputed, shall absolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteoos and nnrig^teons deeds, 
And live in thee transj^anted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So Man, as is most just. 
Shall satufjr for Man, be judged and die. 
And djing rise, and rising with him raise 
His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life. 
So heavenly love shall outdo hellish hate. 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem ; 
So d^uiy to redeem what hellish hate 
So easily destroyed, and still destroys 
In those who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Nor shalt thou, by descending to assume 
Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 
Because thou hast, though throned in highest bliss 
Equal to God, and equally enjoying 
Godlike fruition, quitted aU, to save 
A world from utter loss, and hast been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God, 
Found worthiest to be so by being good. 
Far more than great or high ; because in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ; 
^^herefore thy humiliation shall exalb /, ' '. ' 
>¥ith thee thy manhood also to this urone: 
Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed universal King ; all power 
I give thee ; reign for ever,' and assume 
Thy merits ; under thee, as head supreme. 
Thrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce : 
All knees to thee shall bow, of them that bide 
In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell. 
When Uion, attended gloriously from Heaven, 
Shalt in th» iky appear, and {torn ^«ft «w(A 
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AUmmonEng Archmji^la 1o proclaiin 
.Irenil trihunil ; forthwith from nil winds, 
livini;, and forthwith )ho cited dead. 

ill |ia«t o^t?, to the general doom 

I hnntf n ; »ach a peal shall roase their sleep. 

n, alJ lliv GuiaU BSiombled, Ibon shall judge 
Men and Angels; they, arraigo'd, aholl sink 



n thj regal soeptre shalt lav by, 

L he all in all. BdI, all ye Gods,' 
m, ^'ho Id compasB all this dies ; 
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Pavement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 
Impnrpled with celestial roses smiled. - 
Then, crown'.d again, their golden harps they took, 
Harps ever tnned, that glittering by their side 
Like quivers hong, and with preamble sweet . 
Of charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No voice exempt, no voice but weU could join 
Melodious part, such concord is in Heaven. 
Thee, Father, first they sung Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Inunortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; the Author of all being. 
Fountain of light, thyself invisible 
Anudst the glorious brightness where thou sit^st 
Throned inaccessible, but when thou shadest 
The full blaze of thy beams, and, through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant shrine, 
\Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear;^ '/ 
Yet dazzle Heaven, that brightest Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Thee next they sang of all creation first, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whose conspicuous countenance, without cloud 
Made visible, the Almighty Father shines. 
Whom else no creature can behold ; on thee 
Impress'd the effulgence of his glory abides. 
Transfused on thee his ample Spirit rests. 
He Heaven of Heavens and all the Powers therein 
By thee created ^ and by thee threw down 
The aspiring Dominations : Thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didst not spare, 
Nor stop thy flaming chariot wheels, that shook 
Heaven's everlasting frame, while o'er the necks 
Thou drovest of warring Angels disarray'd. 
Back from pursuit thy Powers with loud acclaim 
Thee only extdl'd. Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes. 
Not so on Man : Him throagh tWi m^vcA S»i^»^> 



Seomid to thee, offur^d himidf to die 
For Mu's offiBoee. / O HBezuipled loi 
Lore BO wiwra to be found Um tliu ]>. 
Hail, SonofGod,8«TioiirofM«i! Th 
Shall be the oopioiia4Bttter of my aoag 
Heneelbrtfay and nerer shall mj heart tl 
Fgrget, nor tnm thy Father's praise di 
T^ns they in Hearen, abore the stan 
Their huppj hours in joy and hymmng i 
Meanwhile npon the ftnn opoooas globe 
Of this ro«id woild, whose first oonvex 
The Inminons inforior eribs, enclosed 
From Chaos and &e inroad of Dariawsi 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It seem'd* now seems a bonndless eontii 
Dark, waste, and wild, nnder the firown 
Starless eiposed, and erer threatening s 
Of Chaos bfautering roond, inelement sk 
Save on that -side which from the wall oi 
Thoagh distant fiff , some small refleotioii 
Of i^Lnmering air lees ▼ez'd with tempo 
Here walk'd the Fiend at l«m <» • 
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With sails and wind their cany waggons light : 

So, on this windy sea of land, the Fiend 

Walk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 

Alone, for other creature in this place, 

living or lifeless, to be found was none ; ' 

None yet, but store hereafter from the earth 

Up hither like aereal vapours flew 

Of all things transitory and rain, when sin 

With vanity had fill'd the works of men : 

Both all things vain, and all who on vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory or lasting fame. 

Or happiness in this or the oUier life ; 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful superstition and blind zeal. 

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here find 

Fit retribution, "empty as their deeds ; 

All the nnaocomplish'd works of Nature's hand, 

Abortive, monstrous, or unkindly mix'd, 

Dissolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final dissolution, wander here ; 

Not in the neighbouring moon as some have dream 'd ; 

Those argent fields more likely habitants. 

Translated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

Betwixt the angelical and humankind. 

Hither of ill join'd sons and daughters bom 

First from the ancient world those giants came 

With many a vain exploit, though then renown'd : 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar, and still with vidn design. 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 

Others came single ; he who, to be deem'd 

A God, leap'd fondly into iBtna flames, 

Empedocles ; and he who, to enjoy 

Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the sea, 

Cleombrotus ; and many more too long. 

Embryos, and idiots, eremites, and friars 

White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 

Here pilgrims roam, that stia^'d %q ^vc Vc^ %«:.^ 
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, to be snre of Paradise, 
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■ e Fiend fpund as he pass'd. 
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And waking cried, This is the gate of Heaven, 

Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, hat drawn up to Heaven sometimes 

Viewless ; and underneath a bright sea flow'd 

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth, sailing aniTed 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 

Wrapp'd in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by easy ascent, or aggravate 

His iad exclusion from the doors of bliss : 

Direct against which open'd from beneath. 

Just o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 

A passage down to the Earth, a passage wide. 

Wider by far than that of aftertimes 

Over mount Sion, and, though that were large. 

Oyer the Promised Land to God so dear ; 

By which to visit oft those happy tribes. 

On high behests his Angels to and fro 

Pass'd frequent, ^d his eye with choice regard 

From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood. 

To Beersaba where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egj^pt and the Arabian shore ; 

So wide the opening seem'd, where bounds were set 

To darkness, such as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from heiice, now on the lower stair. 

That scaled by steps of gold to Heaven-gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the sudden view 

Of all this world at once. As when a scout. 

Through dark and desert ways with peril gone 

All night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 

Obtains the brow of some high-climbing hill. 

Which to his eye discovers unaware 

The goodly prospect of some foreign land 

First seen, or some renown'd metropolis 

With glistering spires and pinnacles adom'd. 

Which now the rising sun gilds with his beams *. 

Such wonder seized, l\iou^\i »S\.et ^«v(«<ci %«)tt.v^> 
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Beyond the horizon ; then from pole to p 
He views in breadth, and without longer 
Down right into the world's first region t 
His flight precipitant, and winds with ea 
Through the pore marble air his obliqae 
Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 
Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd othe 
Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy ii 
Like those Hesperian gardens famed of ' 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flower 
Thrice happy isles ; but who dwelt hap] 
He staid not to inquire : Above them al 
The golden sun, in splendour likest Hec 
Allured his eye ; thither his course he I 
Through the calm firmament (but up or 
By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell. 
Or longitude), where the great luminar 
Aloof ^e vulgar constellations thick. 
That from his lordly eye keep distance 
Dispenses light from far ; they, as they 
Their starry dance in numbers that con 
■Tfc — -»««♦!,. atiH vARTs. towards his al! 
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The place lie found beyond expression bright, 
Compared with anght on earth, metal or itone ', 
Not all parts like, bat all alike informed 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with Sre ; 
If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver clear ; 
If stone, carbuncle most or crjsolite. 
Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that shone .. 
In Aaron's breastplate, and a stone besides ' ' 
Imagined rather oft, than elsewhere seen, 
^That stone, or like to that which here below 
l^TJosopherfl^in vain so long have songht, 
Inj^aiof- thodgh by their powerful art they bind ' 
X^aule &erme8> and call np unbound 
In various shapes old Proteus from the sea, 
Drain'd through a limbeck to his native form. 
What wonder then if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth 'elixir '"pure, and rivers run - '■' 
Potable gold, when with one '^jxtuous'touch , 
Thie archchemic sun, so far &om us remote, 
Produces, with terrestrial humour mix'd, 
Here in the dark so many precious things 
Of colour glorious and effect sb rare ? 
Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 
Undazzled ; far and wide his eye commands ; 
For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 
But all sunshine, as when -his beams at noon 
/Cnlmioate from the equator, as they now 
Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 
Shadow from body opaque can fall y and the air. 
No where so clear, sharpen'd his visual ray 
To objects distant far, whereby he soon 
Saw within ken a glorious Angel stand. 
The same whom John saw also in the sun : 
His back was tum'd, but not his brightness hid ; 
Of beaming sunny rays a golden tiar 
Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 
Illustrious on his shoulders fledge ¥rvl\\ ^^'^% 
Lay wariii^ round ; on some ^ea\. c\iw^<fc «as^^^^ ^ 
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Alone thus wandering. Brightest Seraph, tell 

In which of all these shining orbs hath Man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none. 

Bat all these shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 

That I may find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator hath bestowed 

Worlds, and on whom hath all these graces ponr'd ; 

That both in him and all things, as is meet, 

The nniyeraal Maker we may praise ; 

Who jostlj hath driyen out his rebel foes 

To deepest HeU, and, to repair that loss. 

Created this new happy race of Men 

•To serve him better : Wise are all his ways. 

So spake the false dissembler unperceived ; 
For neither Man nor Angel can discern 
\ Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone, // /' . 

By his permissive will, through Heaven and Earth : 
And oft, though Wisdom wake, Suspici6n slefeps 
At Wisdom's gate, and to Simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while Goodness thinks no illV 
Where no ill seems ; which now for once beguiled 
Uriel, though regent of the sun, and' held r-' -' - 
The sharpest sighted Spirit of all in Heaven ; 
Who to the fraudulent impostor -foul. 
In his uprightness, answer thus returned : 

Fair Angel, thy desire, which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 
The great Workmaster, leads to nb excess 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thus almie. 
To witness wiUi thine eyes what some perhaps. 
Contented with report, hear only in Heaven : 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had in remembruice always with d«U^\\ 



iSlUVU lUJvuf X. 

Till at his second bidding darkness fled. 
Light shone, and order from disorder spnu 
Swift to their several quarters hasted then 
The cnmbrons elements, earth, flood, air, fi 
And this etherial quintessence of Heayen 
Flew upward, spirited with various forms. 
That roU'd orbicular, and tum'd to stars 
Numberless, as thou seest, and how thej i 
Each had his place appointed, each his cot 
The rest in circuit walls this umrerse. 
Look downward on that globe, whose hith 
With light from hence, though but reflectf 
That place is Earth, the seat of Man ; thi 
His day, which else, as the other hemispl 
Night would inyade ; but there the neighb 
(So call that opposite fair star) her aid 
Timely interposes, and her monthly roun< 
Still ending, still renewing, through mid 
With borrowed light her countenance trif! 
Hence fills and empties to enlighten the 
And in her pale dominion checks the nig 
rit;<»ii T noint. is Paradise, 
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BOOK IV. 



SftUo, mow in prMpcet of Eden, and nigh the plM« where ke niut aow attempt 
the bold mtairpriM which he undertook aloae againtt Ood and Uaa, f«lU into 
■uuBjr doabt* with himtelf, and maay psMion*, fear, enry, and despair ; bat at 
leagth eonflrmt hiaeelf in eril ; Jonroev* on to Panuii*e, whoM ontward pro*- 
pect and »itnati«n aro daeoribed ; orerwaps the bounds ; rita in the thapa of a 
eormoraBt on the tree of lifh, as highett in the garden, to look about him- Thn 
gudon deaeiibed; Satan'* flrat sight of Adam and Kve ; his wonder at their ex> 
eellent form aod happy state, but with resolntioD to work their fall ; OTorbean 
their discourse : tbenee gathers that the tree of knowledge was feibtdden them 
to eat of, under penalty of death ; and thereon intends to found his tenpt»* 
tion b* sedueing them to ttmnsgreia : Then leares them awhile to know ftanhor 
of their state by some other means. Meanwhile Uriel drsoending on a tunbram 
warns Gabriel, who had in ehaige the gate of Paradise, that some otiI Spirit 
bad eseaped the deep, and passed at noon- by his sphere in the shape of a good 
Angel down tJ Paradise, disoovered after by his furious gestares oa the mount. 
Oabriel promises to Snd him ere moraipg. Night eoming on, Adam aad Bve 
discourse of going to their rest : Tbrir bower deseribed ; their eTeniag worship. 
Oabriel, drawing forth his Imads of night-watch to walk the round of Paradiso, 
appoints two strong Angels to Adam's bower, lest the eyil Spirit should be there 
doing some harm to Adam or Sto sleeping : there they find him at the car of Et*, 
tempting her in a dream, and bring him, thoagh nnwilUngi to Oabriel : by whom 

Questioned, he seomfuIlT answers; prepares resbtaaoe ; bat, kiadered by a sign 
rom Heaven, flies out or Pandise. 



O FOR that wamiDg yoice, which he who saw 
The 'Apocalypse, heard cr j in Heayen aload, 
Then when the Dragon, pat to second rout, 
Came farions down to be revenged on men. 
Woe to the inhi^Uants on earth! that now. 
While time was, our first parents had been warn'd 
The coming of their secret foe, and scaped — 
Haply so scaped his mortal snare : For now 
Satan, now fost inflamed with rage, came down,^ 
The tempter ere the accuser of mankind. 
To wreak on innocent frail Man his loss 
Of that first battle, and his flight to Hell r 
Yet, not rejoicing in his speed, though bold 
Far off and fearless, nor with cause to boast» 
Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birtb 
Now rolling boils in his tumultuous breast. 
And like a devilish engine back recoWft 
Upon himself j horror and doubt d^\x%cX 



Sometimes towards fiuen, wnicu uuw ut ma 
Lay pleasant, his grieved look he fixed sad ; 
Sometimes towards Heayen, and the foll-bls 
Which now sat high in his meridian tower : 
Then, mach re?olying, thus in sighs began : 
O thou, that, with surpassing glorjr crow! 
Look'st from thj sole dominion like the Go< 
Of this new world ; at whose sight all the si 
Hide their diminished heads ; to thee I call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy nan 

Son ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what e 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 
Till pride and worse ambition threw me doif 
Warring in Heaven against Heaven's match] 
Ah, wherefore ! he deserved no snch return 
From me, whom he created what 1 was 

Id that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his service hard. 
Wbat coald be less than to afford him prais 
The easiest recompense, and pay him tiiank 
How due ! yet all his good proved ill in me 
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id his powerful destiny ordain'd 
ome inferior Angel, I had stood 
I happy ; no a abounded hope had raised 
itioD ! Yet why not? some other Power 
reat might have aspired, and me, though mean, 
rn to his part ; bat other Powers as great 
not, bat stand anshaken, from within 
rem withoat, to all temptations arm'd. 
St thoa the same free will and power to stand ? 
1 hadst : whom hast thoa then or what to aocase. 
Heaven's free love dealt equally to all ? 
hen his love accorsed, since love or hate, 
le alike, it deals eternal woe. 
, cursed be thoa ; since against his thy will 
le freely what it now so justly rues, 
miserable ! which way shall I fly 
ite wrath and infinite despair? 
oh way I fly is Hell ; myself am Hell ; 
, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
threatening to devour me opens wide, 
rhich the Hell I sufler seems a Heaven, 
ben, at last relent : Is there no place < 
for repentance, none for pardon left ? 
B left but by submission ; and that word 
lain forbids me, and my dread of shame 
•ng the Spirits beneath, whom I seduced 
1 other promises and other vaunts 
1 to submit, boasting I could subdue 
Omnipotent. Ah me ! they little know 
r dearly I abide that boast so vain, 
er what torments inwardly I groan, 
le they adore me on the throne of Hell. 
I diadem and sceptre high advanced, 
lower still I fall, only supreme 
lisery : Such joy ambition finds, 
say 1 ooold repent, and could obtain, 
lOt of grace, my former state ; how soon 
Jd higbth recall high thou^htft, Vi<VN «wm.^QSA.v^ 



From fj^ranting he, u I from DegguK. 
All hope excladed thus, behold, in stead 
Of as outcast, exiled, his new delight. 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farewell, hope ; and with hope ftrewell. 
Farewell, remorse ! all good to me is lost ; 
Evil, be thoa my good ; by thee at least 
Divided empire with Heayen's King I bold, 
By thee, and more than half perhaps wiU re 
As Man, ere long, and this new world shall 
Thos while he spake, each passion dimm' 
Thrice changed with pale, ire, enry, and dc 
Which marr d his borrow'd visage, and bet 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heavenly minds from such distempers i 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware. 
Each perturbation smooth'd with outward < 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood under saintly sho' 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with reve 
Yet not enough had practised to deceiye 
TTriAl once warn'd ; whose eye pursued hi 
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With thicket oyergrowa, grotesque and wild, 
Access denied ; and oyerhead up grew 
Insuperable highth of loftiest shade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A silyan scene ; and, as the ranks ascend 
Shade above shade, a woodj theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradise up sprung : 
Which to our general sire g^ve prospect large 
Into his nether empire neighbouring round. 
And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loaden with fairest fruit. 
Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue 
Appeared, with gay enamel'd colours mix*d ; 
On which the sun more glad impressed his beams 
Than on fair evening cloud or humid bow. 
When Crod hath shower'd the earth ; so lovely seem'd 
That landsc^e : and of pure now purer air 
Meets his approach, ^d to the heart inspires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 
All sadness but despair : Now gentle gales, 
Fanning their odoriferous wing^, dispense 
Native perfumes^ and whisper whence they stole 
Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pass'd 
Mozambic, off at sea north-east winds blow 
Sabean odours from the spicy shore 
Of Araby the bless'd ; with such delay 
Well pleased they slack their course, and many a league 
Cheer'd with the grateful smell old Ocean smiles : 
So entertain'd those odorous sweats the Fiend, 
' Who came their bane ; though with them better pleased 
Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the spouse 
Of Tobit's son, and with a vengeance sent 
From Media post to Egypt, there fast bound. 
Now to tho ascent of that steep savage hill 
Satav had jonrney'd on, v^n^^^^ ^^^ ^^^"^ N 
Bat fartbar way found none, so \^0s. «o^^V&^^% 
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Dwelt in Telassar : In this pleasant soil 
His far more pleasant garden Gk)d ordain'd ; 
Oat of the fertile ground he caused to grow 
All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste ; 
And all amid them stood the tree of life^ 
High eminent, blooming ambrosia] fruit 
Of vegetable gold ; and next to life, 
Oar d^ath, the tree of knowledge, grew fast by, 
Knowledge of good bought dear bj knowing 111. 
Southward through Eden went a riyer large. 
Nor changed his course, but through the shaggy hill 
Pass'd underneath ingulf d ; for God had thrown 
That mountain as his garden mound high raised 
Upon the rapid current, which, through veins 
Of^rons earth with kindly thirst updrawn, 
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 
Water'd the garden ; thence united fell 
Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which from his darksome passage now appears, 
And now, divided into four main streams, 
Runs diverse, wandering many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks. 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold. 
With mazy error under pendent shades 
Ran nectar, visiting each plant, and fed *^ 

Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice Art 
in beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Ponr'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain. 
Both where the morning sun first warmly smote 
The open field, and where the unpierced shade 
Imbrown'd the noontide bowers : Thus was thif pUuse 
A happy rural seat of various view ; 
{Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balm. 
Others whose fruit, burnish'd with golden rind. 
Hung amiable, Hesperian' fables true. 
If true, here only, and of de\\c\ou& VaoiXft *. 
Betwixt tbem lawns, or \e^e\ do^tA, «»&. ^qO«^^ 



^j » .ui lu ner purple ^9p( 
Lnxoriant ; meanwhile mar 
Down- the slope hills, dispei 
That to the fringed bank wi 
Her crystal mirror holds, u 
The birds their qnjre apply ; 
Breathing the smell of field \ 
The trembling leaves, while \ 
Knit with the Graces and the 
Led on the eternal Spring. ' 
Of Enna, where Proserpine g 
Herself a fairy flower, by glo< 
Was gathered, which cost Cer 
To seek her through the worh 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th 
Castalian spring might with th 
Of Eden strive ; nor that Nys< 
Girt with the river Triton, wh 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call ai 
Hid Amalthea, and her florid < 
Young Bacchus, from his step 
Nor where Abassin kings theii 
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Tbe image of their glorious Maker shone, 
Truth, wisdom, sanctitnde severe and pare 
(Severe, but in true filial freedom placed). 
Whence true authority in men ; though both 
Not equal, as their sex not equal seem'd -, 
For. contemplation he and valour form'd ; 
For softness she and sweet attractive grace ; 
He for God only, she for God in him : 
His fair large f^ont and eje sublime declared 
Absolute rule ; and hyacinthine* locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clustering, but not beneath his shoulders broad : 
She, as a veil, down to the slender waist 
Her unadorned golden tresses wore 
Dishevel'd, but in wanton ringlets waved 
As the vine curls her tendrils/ which implied ' 
Subjection, but required with gentle sway. 
And by her yielded, by him best received ; 
Yielded with coy submission, modest pride. 
And sweet, reluctant, amorous delay. 
Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal'd ; 
Then was not guilty shame, dishonest shame 
Of nature's works, honour dishonourable. 
Sin-bred : how have ye troubled all mankind 
With shows instead, mere shows of seeming pure. 
And banish'd from man's life his happiest life, 
Simplicity and spotless innocence ! 
So pass'd they naked on, nor shunn'd the sight 
Of God or Angel ; for they thought no ill : 
So hand in hand they pass'd, the loveliest pair. 
That ever since in love's embraces met ; 
Adam the g^oodliest man of men since bom 
His sons, Uie fairest of her daughters Eve. 
Under a tuft of shade that on a green 
Stood whispering soft, by a fresh fountain side 
They sat them down ; and, after no more toil 
Of their sweet gardening labour than sufficed 
To recommend oool Zephyr, and wiAq «^%« 
More easf, wboleaome thirst and n^eViVA 



» antea, nor juuiuiui u»...~~... 
Fair couple, linked in happy nnptial lea 
Alone as thej. Aboat them frisking pi 
All beasts of the earth, since wild, and 
In wood or wilderness, forest or den ; 
Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his pa^ 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces 
Gambol'd before them ; the unwieldy c 
To make them mirth, used all his roigh 
His lithe proboscis ; close the serpent 
Insinuating, wove with G^rdian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal goil 
Gave proof unheeded ; others on the g 
Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture g 
Or bedward ruminating ; for the sun, 
Declined, was hasting now with prone 
To the ocean isles, and in the ascendii 
Of Heaven the stars that usher evenii 
When Satan still in gaze, as first he s 
Scarce thus at length fail'd speech rei 
O Hell ! what do mine eyes with g 
Into our room of bliss thus high adva 
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Happy, bat for so happy ill secared 
Long to continue, and this high seat your Heaven 
III fenced for Heaven to keep out such a foe 
As now is enter'd ; yei no purposed foe 
To you, whom I cpuld pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitied : League with you I seek, 
And mutual amity, so straight, so close. 
That I with you must dwell, or you wiUi me 
Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not please, 
Like this fair Paradise, your sense ; yet such 
Accept your Maker's work ; he gave it me. 
Which I as freely give : Hell shall unfold, 
To entertain yon two, her widest gates. 
And send forth all her kings ; there will be room. 
Not like these narrow limits, to receive 
Your numerous offspring ; if no better place. 
Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not for him who wrong'd. 
And should I at your harmless innocence 
Melt, as I do, yet public reason just. 
Honour and empire with revenge eidarged. 
By obnquering this new world, compel me now 
To do what else, though damn'd, I should abhos^' 
So spake the Fiend, and with necessity, \ 

The tyrant's plea, excused his devilish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 
Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of tl^ose four-footed kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape served best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and, unespied. 
To mark what of their state he more might learn. 
By word or action mark'd : About them round 
A -lion now he stalks with fiery glare ; 
Then as a tiger, who by chance halh spied 
In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
Straight oouches close, then, rising, changes oft 
His couo|iant watch, as one who chose his ground. 
Whence rushing, he might sarest wiuA l\i«mV)n>\!^^ 



AS iioemi ami ire« as uiuuiie j 
That raised us from the dost, and placed os 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need ; he who requii 
From us no other serrioe than to keep 
This one, this easy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 
So varioos, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted bj the tree of life : 
So near grows death to life, whatever death 
Some dreadful thing no doubt ; for well tho 
God hath pronounced it death to taste that t 
The only sign of our obedience left, 
Among so many signs of power and rule 
Conferr d upon us, and dominion giyen 
Over all other creatures that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let us not think 
One easy prohibition, who enjoy 
Free leaye so large to all things else, and d 
Unlimited of manifold delights : 
Bat let us ever prabe him, and extol 
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Preeminent by so much odds, while thoa 

Like consort to thyself canst no where find. 

That day I oft remember, when from sleep 

I first awaked, and foond myself reposed 

Under a shade on flowers, much wondering where 

And what I was, whence thither brought and how. 

?f ot distant far from thence a mnrmnring soond 

Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 

Into a liquid plain, then stood unmoved 

Fore as the expanse of Heayen ; I thither went 

With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 

On the g^een bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky. 

As I bent down to look, just opposite 

A shape within the watery gleam appeared. 

Bending to look on me : I started back ; 

It started back : but pleased I soon retum'd ; 

Pleased it retnm'd as soon with answering looks 

Of sympathy and love : There 1 had fix'd 

Mine eyes till now, and pined with vain desire, 

Had not a voice thus wam'd me ; ** What thou seest. 

What there thou seest, fair Creature, is thyself; 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me. 

And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 

Thy coming, and thy soft embraces, he 

Whose image thou art ; him thou shalt enjoy 

Inseparably thine, to him shalt bear 

Multitudes like thyself, and thence be call'd 

Mother of human race." What could I do. 

But follow straight, invisibly thus led ? 

Till I espied thee, fair indeed and tall. 

Under a platane ; yet methought less fair, 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild. 

Than that smooth watery image : back I tum'd ; 

Thou following criedst aJond, ** Return, fair Eve ; 

Whom fliest thou ? whom thou fliest, of him thou art. 

Hit flesh, his bone ; to give thee being 1 lent 

Out of my fide to thee, neax^Bl m^ V««xX.i 
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So spake our general mother, and with ejes 
Of conjugal attraction nnreproTed, 
And meek surrender, half-embracing leaned 
On our first father ; half her swelling breast , 
Naked met his, under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid : he in delight, ' Vf' 
Both of her beautj and submissive charms. 
Smiled with superior lore, as Jupiter 
On Judo smiles, when he impregns the clouds 
That shed Maj flowers ; and pressed her mati 
With kisses pure i Aside the Deril tum'd 
For enyj ; yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them aakance, and to himself thus plain 

Sight hateful, sight tormenting ! thus these 
Imparadised in one another's arms. 
The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss ; while I to Hell am thrust. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire 
Among our other torments not the least. 
Still unfnlfill'd with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 

»>nnflia ! All is not theirs, i 
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With more desire to know, and to reject 
Envions commands, invented with design 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods : aspiring to be sach, 
Thej taste and die : What likelier can ensae ? 
But first with narrow search I most walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave anspied ; 
A chance bat chance may lead where I may meet 
Some wandering Spirit of Heaven by foantain side. 
Or in thick shade retired, from him to draw 
What further would be leam'd. Live while ye may, 
Yet happy pair ; enjoy, till I retnm. 
Short plesKires, for long woes are to succeed Vv 
So saying, his prond step he scornful torn'd. 
Bat with sly circomspection, and began [roam. 

Through wood, through waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, his 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the setting sun 
Slowly descended, and with right aspect 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
Leveled his evening rays : It was a rock 
Of alabaster, piled up to the clouds, 
C!onspicuoas far, winding with one ascent 
Accessible from earth, one entrance high ; 
The rest was craggy cliff, that overhang 
Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat. 
Chief of the angelic guards, awaiting night ; 
Aboat him exercised heroic games 
The unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 
Celestial armory, shields, helms, and spears. 
Hung high with diamond flaming and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through the even 
On a sunbeam, swift as a shooting star 
In autumtt thwarts the night, when vapours fired 
Impress the air, and shows the mariner 
From what point of his compass to beware 
Impetoons winds : He thu& \ie^«a VEk \nato \ 



But on the mount that lies from Eden north. 
Where he first lighted soon discerned his looks 
Alien from Heaven, with passions fool obsoorei 
Mine eye pursued him stiU, but under shade 
Lost sight of him : One of the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raise 
New troubles ; him thy care must be to find. 

To whom the winged warrior thus returned : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight. 
Amid the sun's bright circle where thou sitt*st 
See far and wide : In at this gate none pass 
The vigilance here placed, but such as come 
Well known from Heaven ; and since meridian 
No creature thence : If Spirit of other sort, 
So minded, have oWleap*d these earthly bound 
On purpose, hard thou know'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 
Bat if within the circuit of these walks. 
In whatsoever shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know. 

So promised he : and Uriel to his charge 
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Had in her sober livery all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird, 
Tbej to their grassy conch, these to their nests. 
Were slonk, idl bnt the wakeful nightingale ; 
She all night long her amorons descant snng ; 
Silence was pleased : Now gloVd the firmament 
With living saj^hkes : Hesperos, that led 
The starry host, rode brightest, till the moon. 
Rising in clouded majesty, at length 
Apparent qaeen nnveil'd her peerless light, 
Ajid o'er the dark her silver mantle threw. 

When Adam thns to Eve : Fair Consort, the hoar 
Of night, and all things now retired to rest. 
Mind OS of like repose ; since God hath set 
Labonr and rest, as day and night to men 
Saccessive ; and the timely dew of sleep, 
Now falling with soft slombroas weight, inclines 
Oar eyelidJi : Other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, anemployed, and less need rest ; 
Man hath his daUy work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity. 
And the regard of Heaven on all his ways ; 
While other animals inactive range. 
And of their doings God takes no accoont. 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east 
With first approach of light, we must be risen, 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform 
Yon flowery arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon with branches overgrown. 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums. 
That lie bestrewn, unsightly and nnsmooth. 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 
Meanwhile, as Nature wills, night bids us rest. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty adorned. 
My Author and Disposer, what thou bidd'st 
Unargued I obey r So God ordains : 
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ihine not in vain ; nor think, though men were none, 
That HeaTcn would want spectators, God want praise. 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ; 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold 
Both day and night : How often from the steep 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial Toices to the midnight air, 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator? oft in bands 
While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 
With heavenly touch of instrumental sounds 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heaven. 

Thus talking, hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to their blissful bower : it was a place 
Chosen by the sovran Planter, when he framed 
All things to Man's delightful use : the roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fn^rant leaf ; on either side 
Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub, 
Fenced tip the verdant wall ; each beauteous flower. 
Iris all hues, roses, and jessamine, 
Rear 'd high their flourish'd heads between, and wrought 
Mosaic ; underfoot the violet, 
Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider'd the g^und, more coloured than with stone 
Of costliest emblem : Other creature here. 
Bird, beast, insect, or worm, durst enter none, 
Such was their awe of Man. In shadier bower 
More sacred and sequester'd, though but feign'd. 
Pan or Sylvanus never slept, nor Nymph 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in close recess. 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs. 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed : 
And heavenly quires the hymenaean sung, 
What day tlie genial Angel to out «.m 



Both tuniM, and ander open skj adored 

The God thai made both sky, air, earth, a 

Which they beheld, the moon's resplenden 

And starry pole : Thou also madest the ni 

Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day 

Which we, in onr appointed work employ' 

Have finished, happy in our mntnal help 

And matoal lore, the crown of all onr blit 

Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious pIao< 

For ns too large, where thy abandance wf 

Partakers, and nncropp'd falls to the groi 

But thou hast promised from ns two a rac 

To fill the earth, who shall with ns extol 

Thy goodness infinite, both when we waki 

And when we seek, as now, thy gift of sh 

This said unanimous, and other rites 

Observing none, but adoration pure 

Which God likes best, into their inmost 1 

Handed they went ; and, eased the puttii 

These troublesome disguises which we w 

Straight side by side were laid ; nor tun 
<• i.i_ /•_: — x?.,^ *»,« 
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Of haman offspring, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common else. 
By thee adulterous Lust was driven from men 
Among the bestial herds tp range ; by thee, 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pore, 
Relations dear, and aU the charities 
Of father, son, and brother, first wfere known. 
Far be it, that I should write thee sin or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 
Perpetmal fountain of domestic sweets, 
Wlrase bed is undefiled and chaste pronounced, 
Preaent or past, as saints and patriarchs used. 
Here Lore his golden shafts employs, here lights 
I^JBi eonttant lamp, and waves his purple wings, 
^Hijteigns here and revels ; not in the bought smile 
HPOf harlots, loveless, joyless, unendear'd, 
Casual fruition ; nor in court amours, 
Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 
Or serenate, which the starved lover sings 
To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. 
These, lulFd by nightingales, embracing slept. 
And on their naked limbs the flowery roof 
Shower'd roses, which the mom repair'd. Sleep on, 
-^Bless'd pair ! and O ! yet happiest, if ye seek 
No happier state, and know to know no more. 

Now had night measured with her shadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim, 
Forth issuing at the accustom'd hoar, stood arm*d 
To their night watches in warlike parade ; 
When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake : 

Uzziel, half these draw off, and coast the south 
With strictest watch ; these other wheel the north ; 
Our circuit meets full west. . As flame they part. 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 
From these two strong and subtle Spirits he calVd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge. 
Ithdriel and Zephon, vritU ^viv^'^ v^^u^ 
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Such, where je find, seize fast, and hil 
So saying, on he led his radiant files 
Dazzling the moon ; these to the bowc 
In search of whom thej sought : Him t 
Squat like a toad, close at ^e ear of E 
Assaying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with thei 
Illusions, as he list, phantasms and dn 
Or if, inspiring yenom, he might taint 
The animal spirits that from pure bloc 
Like gentle breaths, from riyers pure, 
At least distempered, discontented the 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate des 
Blown up with high conceits ingendei 
Him thus intent Ithnriel with his spe 
Touched lightly ; for no falsehood cai 
Touch of celestial temper, but return 
Of force to its own likeness : Up he 
Discoyer'd and surprised. As when 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder. 
Fit for the tun some magazine to st( 
mnjir^A war. the smutty 
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Know je not tben, said Satan, fill'd with scorn, 
Know je not me ? ye knew me once no mate 
For jou, there sitting where ye darst not soar : 
Not to know me argues yoorseWes unknown. 
The lowest of your throng ; or, if ye know, 
Why ask ye, and superfluous begin 
Your message, like to end as much in vain? 

To whom thus Zephon, answering scorn with scorn : 
Think not, revolted Spirit, thy shape the same, 
Or undiminish'd brightness to be known. 
As when thou stood'st in Heayen upright and pure ; 
That glory then, when thou no more wast good. 
Departed from thee ; and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place of doom, obscure and foul. 
But come ; for thou, be sure, shalt give account 
To him who sent us, whose charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these from harm. 

Sp spake the Cherub : and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthfiil beauty, added grace 
Invincible : Abash'd the Devil stood. 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue in her shape how lovely ; saw, and pined 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly impair'd ; yet seem'd 
Undaunted. If I must contend, said he, 
Best with the best, the sender, not the sent, 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won, 
Or less be lost. Thy fear, said Zephon bold, 
Will save us trial what the least can do 
Single against thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend replied not, overcome with rage ; 
But, like a proud steed rein'd, went haughty on> 
Champing his iron curb : To strive or fly 
He held it vain ; fiwe from above had quell'd 
His heart, not else disma/d. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those half-rounding guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd. 
Awaiting next command. To wViom ^«a ^^^\^ 
Gabriel, from the front thus c^' di ^ou<^\ 
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Aod brief related whom they broaght 
IIow busied, in what form and postal 

To whom with stern regard thus G 
'W'^hj hast thoa, Satan, bioke the bou 
To thj transgressions, and distarb'd 1 
Of others, who approve not to transgi 
By thy example, but have power and 
To question thy bold entrance on this 
En^loy'd, it seems, to violate sleep, i 
Whose dwelling God hath planted hei 

To whom thus Satan wiUi contempt 
Gabriel ! thou hadst in Heaven the es 
And such I held thee ; but this quest 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who 1 
Who would not, 6nding way, break Ic 
Though thither doom'd ? Thou wouldst i 
And boldly venture to whatever place 
Furthest from pain, where thou mights 
Torment with ease, and soonest recom 
Dole with delight, which in this place 
To thee no reason, who know'st only { 

Bnt «vi1 lia«* nn# frJ*«l • «•.#* ~ril* -1.:- 
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Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew. 
And now retarns him from his prison scaped, 
Gravely in donbt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither 
Unlicensed from his bonnds in Hell prescribed ; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pain 
However, and to scape his punishment ! 
So judge thou still presumptuous ! till the wrath. 
Which thou incurr'st by fljdng, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 
Can equal anger inflnite provoked. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loose ? is pain to them 
Less pain, less to be fled ; or thou than they 
Less hardy to endure? Court^eous Chief ! 
The first in flight from pain ! hadst thou alleged 
To thy deserted host this cause of flight. 
Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus answer'd, frowning stem : 
Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain. 
Insulting Angel ! well thou know'st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting vollied thunder made all speed, 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before. 
Argue thy inexperience what behoves ' 
From hard assays and ill successes pass'd 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untried : 
I, therefore, I alone first undertook 
To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
This new created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not silent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afflicted Powers 
To settle here on earth, or in mid air ; 
Though for possession put to try once more 
What thon and thy gay legions daxe «L^vms\.\ 



Argues no leader Dai a ««.. . 
Satan, and coaldst thou ' faithful' add? t 
O sacred name of faithfulness profaned ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellions crew ' 
Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 
Was this your discipline and faith engaged 
Your military obedience, to dissolve 
Allegiance to the acknowledged Power su] 
And thou, sly hypocrite, who now wouldst 
Patron of liberty, who more than thou 
Once fawn'd, and cringed, and servilely ai 
Heaven's awful Monarch ? wherefore, but 
To dispossess him, and thyself to reign? 
Bat mark what I aread thee now, Avaunf 
Fly thither whence thou fledst ! If from 
Within these hallow'd limits thou appear 
Back to the' infernal pit I drag thee ch&' 
And seal thee so as henceforth not to sc4 
The facile gates of Hell too slightly ban 

So threaten'd he ; but Satan to no thi 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage re 

Then when I am thy captive talk of < 
-^^ — »-• >«nt ere then 
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Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 

Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 

Swajs them ; the careful ploaghman doubting stands. 

Lest on the fhreshingfloor his hopeless sheaves 

Prove chaff. On the other side, Satan, alarm'd. 

Collecting ail his might, dilated stood, 

like Teneriff or Atlas, unremoved : 

His stature reached the skj, and on his crest 

Sat Horror plumed ; nor wanted in his grasp 

What seem'd both spear and shield : now dreadful deeds 

Might have ensued, nor only Paradise 

In this commotion, but the starry cope 

Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 

At least had gone to wreck, disturbed and torn 

With violence of this conflict, had not soon 

The Eternal, to prevent sych horrid fray. 

Hung forth in Heaven his golden scales, yet seen 

Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign, 

Wlierein all things created first he weighed. 

The pendulous round earth with balanced air 

In counterpoise, now ponders all events. 

Battles and realms : in these he put two weights. 

The sequel each of parting and of fight : 

The latter quick up flew and kicked the beam ; 

Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the Fiend : 

Satan, I know thy strength, and thou know'st mine ; 
Neither our own, but given : what folly then 
To boast what arms can do ? since thine no more 
Than Heaven permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up. 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sign ; [weak, 

Where thou art weigh'd, and shown how light, how 
If thou resist. The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
His mounted scale aloft : no more ; but fled 
Murmuring, and with him fled the shades of night. 
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How nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bloom extracting liquid sweet. 

Such whispering waked her, bnt with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 

O sole in whom mj thoughts find all repose, 
Mj glory, my perfection ! glad I see 
Thy face, and mom retum'd ; for I this night 
(Such night till this I never pass'd) have dreamed. 
If dr^amM, not, as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day past, or morrow's next design. 
But of ofience and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irksome night : methoaght. 
Close at mine ear one called me forth to walk 
With gentle voice ; I thought it thine: it said, 
" Why sleep'st thou. Eve ? now is the pleasant time^ 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 
Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song ; now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets oflf the face of things ; in vain, 
If none regard ; Heaven wakes with all his eyes. 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature's desire ? 
In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze." 
I rose as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And oo, methought, alone I pass'd through ways 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd. 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And, as I wondering look'd, beside it stood 
One shaped and wing'd like one of those from Heaven 
By us oft seen ; his dewy locks distill'd 
Ambrosia ; on that tree he also gazed ; 
And, " O fair plant," said he, " with fruit surcharged, 
Deigns none to ease thy load, and taste thy sweet. 
Nor God, nor Man? Is knowledge so despised? 
Or envy, or what reserve foT\)\dft \n \»&\a'\ 
Forbid who will, none flhaiU fioni ida -m^Si^^^ 
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Reason as chief; among these Fancy next 

Her office holds ; of all external things, 

Which the five watchful senses represent. 

She forms imaginations, aery shiqpes. 

Which Reason, joining or disjoining, frames 

All what we affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 

Into her priyate cell, when nature rests. 

Oft in her absence mimic Fancy wakes 

To imitate her ; l^nt, misjoining shapes, 

Wfld work produces oft, and most in dreams ; 

HI matching words and deeds long past or late. 

Some such resemblances, methinks, I find 

Of our last evening's talk, in this thy dream. 

But with addition strange ; yet be not sad. 

Eyil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, so aniq[>proyed, and leave 

No spot or blame behind : which gives me hope 

That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream. 

Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 

Be not disheartened then, nor cloud those looks> 

That wont to be more cheerful and serene 

Than when fair morning first smiles on the world ; 

And let us to our fresh employments rise 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 

That open now their choicest bosom'd smells. 

Reserved from night, and kept for thee in store. 

lib cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer*d ; 
But silently a gentle tear let fall 
From either eye, and wiped them vriih her hair ; 
Two bther precions drops that ready stood. 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 
Kiss'd, as the gracious signs of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that fear*d to have oflfended* 

So all was olear'd, and to the field they haste. 
But first, from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 
Of dayspring, and the sun, who, «Ki%s^^'^v^AffiQ.^ 
Wiib wbeeU jret hoTeriug o'er V!bft Qi&«Wi<^Vsra».^ 
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Air, and, ye Elements, the eldest birth 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion ran 

Perpetual circle^ multiform ; and mix 

And nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change 

Vary to oiir great Maker stUl new praise. 

Te Mists and Exhalations, that now rise 

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or gray. 

Till the son paint your fleecy skirts with gold, 

In honour to the world's great Author rise ; 

Whether to deck with clouds the uncolonr'd sky, 

Or whet the thursty earth with falling showers, 

Rising or £dling still advance his praise. 

His praise, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow, 

Breathe soft or loud ; and, wave your tops, ye Pines, 

With eyery plant, in sign of worship ware. 

Fountains, tad ye that warble, as ye flow, 

Melodious murmars, warbling tone hit praise. 

Join Yoices, all ye Hiring Souls : Ye Birds, 

That singing up to Heaven-gate ascend. 

Bear on yonr wings and in your notes his praise. 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk 

The earth, and stately tread or lowly creep : 

Witness if I be silent, mom or even. 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or fresh shade, 

Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 

Hail, universal Lord ! be bounteous still 

To give ns only good ; and if the night 

Have gathered aught of evil, or concealed. 

Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark ! 

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 

Firm peace recovered soon, and wonted calm. 

On to their morning's rural work they haste. 

Among sweet dews and flowers ; where any row 

Of fruit trees over-woody reach'd too far 

Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 

Fruitless embraces : or they led the vine 

To wed her elm ; she, spoused, about him twines 

Her marriageable arms, and with her brin^a 

Her dower, the adopted c\ti&\fit«^ V^ ^csrok 



A uvt nigat tbe buman pair ; how he desi 
In them at once to rain all mankind. 
Cro, therefore, half this day as friend wil 
Converse with Adam, in what bower or 
Thou find'st him from the heat of noon r 
To respite his day-labour with repast. 
Or with repose ; and sach discourse brii 
As may advise Jiim of hk lM|^y state. 
Happiness in Ida power left free to will. 
Left to his own free will, his will though 
Yet mutable ; whence warn him to bewa 
He swetre not, too secure : Tell him wit 
His danger, and from whom ; ^at enem 
Late fallen himself from Heaven, is plotti 
The fall of others from like state of bliss 
By violence ? no, for that shall be withstc 
Vit by deceit and lies : This let him kno^ 
Lest, wilfully transgressing, he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewam'd. 

So spake the Eternal Father, and fulfill 
All justice : Nor delay'd the winged Saini 
After his charge received ; but from amoi 
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Star interposed, howeyer small, be sees, 
.Not nnconform'd to other shining globes, 
£arth, and the garden of Grod, with cedars crown'd 
Above all hills. As when bj night the glass 
Of Galileo, less assured, observes 
Imagined lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot, from amidst the Cjelades 
l>elos or Samos first appearing, kens 
A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 
He spec^, and through the vast etherial skj 
3ail8 between worids and worlds, with steady wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
I 'Winnows the buxom air ; till, within soar 
Of towering eagles, to all the fowls he seems 
A phoenix, gazed by all as that sole bird. 
When, to enshrine his reliques in the Sun*s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he fies. 
At once on the eastern cliff of Paradisau 
He lights, and to his proper shape returns, \ r 
A seraph wing'd : Six wings be wore to shade * 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each shoulder broad, came mantling o'er his breast 
With regal ornament ! the middle pair 
Girt like a starry zone his waist, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And c<donr8 dipp'd in Heavra ; the thu^ his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel witkfeatiier'd mail. 
Sky-tinctured grain* like Maia's Ibn he stood, 
And shook his plumes, that heavenly fragrance fill'd 
^he circuit wide. Straight knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his state 
And to his message high, in honour rise ; 
For on some message high they guess'd him bound. 
Their glittering tents he pass'd, and now is come 
Into the blissful field, through groves of myrrh. 
And flowering odours, cassia, nard, and balm ; 
A wilderness of sweets : for Nature here 
Wanton'd as in her prime, and ^lay'd at will 
Her virgin fnnciea, pouring foidi tiusc« w«^^> 
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Taste after taste upheld with kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever Earth, all bearing mother, yields 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Panic coast, or where 
Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough, or smooth rind, or bearded husk, or shell. 
She gathers tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and meaths 
From many a berry, and from sweet kernels press'd 
She tempers dulcet creams ; nor these to hold 
Wants her fit vessels pure ; then strows the ground 
With rose and odours from the shrub unfumed. 

Meanwhile our primitive great sire, to meet 
His Godlike guest, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himself was all his state. 
More solemn than the tedious p<mip that waits 
On princes, when their rich retinue long 
Of horses led, and grooms besmeared with gold. 
Dazzles the crowd, and sets them all agape. 
Nearer his presence Adam, though not awed. 
Yet vriih submiss approach and reverence meek, 
As to a superior nature bowing low. 
Thus said : Native of Heaven, for other place 
None can than Heaven such glorious shape contain ; 
Since, by descending from the thrones above. 
Those happy places thou hast deign'd a while 
To wMit, .and honour these, vouchsafe with us 
Two only, who yet by sovran gift possess 
This spacious ground, in yonder shady bower 
To rest ; and what the garden choicest bears 
To sit and taste, till this meridian heat 
Be over, and the sun more cool decline. 

Whom thus the angelic Virtue answer'd mild : 
Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
Aa maj not oft inyiie, ti[koxi^ ^i^\tv\& oH^VKi^'&t 



Than Woodnjmph, or toe im^^. 

Of three that in momit Ida naked stroTe, 
Stood to entertain her goeat from Hearen ; no ^ 
She needed, virtae-proof ; no thought infirm 
Alter'd her cheek. On whom the Angel HaU 
Bestow'd, the holj salutation used 
Long after to bless'd Mary, second Eve. 

HaU, Mother of Mankind, whose frnitfiil woi 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy soi 
Than with these yarions frnits the trees of God 

Have heap'd this table ! Raised of grassy t 

Their table was, and mossy seats had round. 
And on her ample square firom side to side 
All autumn piled, though spring and autumn h 
Danced han^n hand. A while disoourse the 
No fear lest^mner cool ; when thus began 
Our author : Heayealy stranger, please to tas 
These bounties, idiich our Nourisher, firom w 
All perfect good, unmeasured out, descends. 
To us for food and for ddigfat hath caused 
The earth to yield ; unsayoury food perhaps 
'"- '■»»Sritual natures ; only this I know, 
" '^ ***"• wives to all. 
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For know, whatever was created needs 

To be sostain'd and fed : of elements 

The grosser feeds the purer, earth the sea. 

Earth and the sea feed air, the air those fires 

Etheria], and as lowest first the moon ^ 

Whence in her yisage roond those spots, impcR^d 

Vapours not yet into her snbstance tom'd. 

Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 

From her moist continent to higher orbs. 

The sun, that light imparts to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompense 

In humid exhalations, and at even 

Sups with the ocean. Thongh in Heaven the trees 

Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield nectar ; though from off the boughs each mom 

We brush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 

Varied his bounty so with new delights, 

As may compare with Heaven ; and to taste 

Think not I shall be nice. So down they sat. 

And to their viands fell ; nor seemingly 

The Angel, nor in mist, the common gloss 

Of Theologians ; but with keen dispatch 

Of real hunger, and concoctive heat 

To transubstantiate : what redounds transpires 

Through Spirits with ease : nor wonder ; if by fire 

Of sooty coal the'^empiric alchemist 

Can turn, or holds it possible to turn, 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold. 

As from the mine. Meanwhile at table Eve 

Ministered naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crown'd : O innocence 

Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then. 

Then had the sons of Crod excuse to have been 

Enamoured at that sight ; but in those hearts 

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injured lover's hell. 

Thus when with meats and drinks tbe^ bsA s«S&sftA.% 



)ivine eflTulgencef wnose m^w ^. 
[•Exceeded human ; and his wary -speech 
Thus to the empjireal minister he framed : 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favour, in this honour done to Man ; 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast Touchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted so, 
As that more willingly thoa conldst not seem 
At Heaven's high feasts to have fed ; yet what com 

To whom the winged Hierarch replied : 
O Adam, One Almighty is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him retnm, 
If not depraved from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter all. 
Endued with Tarions forms, various degrees 
Of substance, and, in things that live, of life ; 
But more refined, more spiritous, and pure. 
As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending 
Each in their several active spheres assigned. 
Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 

oiollr. from thence th 
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Differing bat io degree, of kind the same. 

Wonder not then, what Grod for yon saw good 

[f I refdse not, but oonrert, as yon. 

To proper substance. Time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconTcnient diet, nor too light fare ; 

And from these corporal nutriments perhaps 

Vour bodies may at last turn all to ^irit. 

Improved by tract of time, and, wing'd, ascend 

Btherial, as we ; or may, at choice, 

Here or in heavenly Paradises dwell ; 

[f ye be found obedient, and retain 

Uimlterably firm his lore entire. 

Whose progeny you are. Meanwhile enjoy 

Vour fill what happiness this happy state 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

To whom the patriarch of mankind replied : 
favourable Spirit, propitious guest. 
Well hast thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knoiriedge, aivd the scale of nature set 
From centre to circumference ; whereon, 
[n contemplatiott of created tilings. 
By steps we may ascend to Ood. But say. 
What meant that caution join'd. If ye he found 
Obedient 1 Can we want obedience then 
To him, or possibl}' his love desert. 
Who form'd us firom the dust and placed us here. 
Pull to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Bnman desires can seek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel : Son of Heaven and Earth, 
Ittend ! That thou art hiq[>py, owe to God ; 
rhat thou continuest such, owe to thyself, 
rhat is, to thy obedience ; therein stand. 
This was that caution given thee ) be advised, 
irod made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
ind good he made thee, but to persevere 
Se left it in thy power ; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not overruled by fate 
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Of warring Spints ? how, without remorse, 

The rain of so many glorioas once 

And perfect while ihey stood? how last unfold 

The secrets of another world, perhaps 

Not lawful to reveal ? jet for iby good 

This is dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 

Of human sense, I shall delineate so, 

Bj likening spiritual to corporeal forms. 

As may express them best ; though what if Earth 

Be but the shadow of Heaven, and things therein 

Each to other like, more than on earth is thought ? 

As jet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where these Heavens now roll, where Earth now 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a daj [rests 

(For time, though in etemltj, applied 
To motion, measures all things durable 
Bj present, past, and future), on such daj 
As Heaven's great jear brings forth, the empjreal host 
Of Angels, bj imperial summons call'd. 
Innumerable before the Almighty's throne 
Forthwith, from all the ends of Heaven, appear'd 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thousand thousand ensigns high advanced, 
Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Stream in the air, and for distinction serve 
Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tissues bear imblazed 
Holj memorials, acts of zeal and love 
Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 
Of circuit inexpressible thej stood. 
Orb within orb, the Father Infinite, 
Bj whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 
Amidst as from a flaming mount, whose top 
Brightness had made invisible, thus spake : 

Hear, all ye Angels, progenj of light, 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers ; 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand. 
This daj I hav« begot whom I deola;t« 

\ 



i ihBll confess liim Lord : 
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Now when ambrosial night, with cloads exhaled 

From that high mount of God whence light and shade 

Spring both, the face of brightest Heaven had changed 

To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 

In darker veil), and roseate dews disposed 

All but the unsleeping eyes of God to rest ; 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globons earth in plain outspread 

(Such are the courts of God), the angelic throng. 

Dispersed in bands and files, their camp extend 

Bj living streams among the trees of life. 

Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd. 

Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 

Fann'd with cool winds ; save those, who in their course. 

Melodious hymns about the sovran throne 

Alternate all night long : but not so waked 

Satan ; so call him now, his former name 

Is heard no more in Heaven ; he of the first. 

If not the first Archangel, great in power. 

In favour, and preeminence, yet fraught 

With envy against the Son of God, that day 

Honoured by his great Father, and proclaimed 

Messiah King anointed, could not bear 

Through pride that sight, and thought himself impaired. 

Deep malice thence conceiving and disdain. 

Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 

Friendliest to sleep and sOence, he resolved 

With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 

Unworship'd, unobeyed, the throne supreme. 

Contemptuous j and his next subordinate 

Awakening,. thus to him in secret spake : 

Sleep'st thou, companion dear ? What sleep can close 
Thy eyelids? and remember'st what decree 
Of yesterday, so late hath pass'd the lips 
Of Heaven's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to impart : 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent ? new IttWA iViou «««eN. vrs^«,^\ 
New UwB from him irho Te\^« iv«^ tkvbAs* xblU^ -roaw 
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In fall resplendence. Heir of all my might. 
Nearly it now concerns us tQ be sare 
Of our Omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what anciently we claim 
Of deity or empire : such a foe 
is rising, who intends to erect his throne 
Eqnal to onrs, throughoat the spacious B<irth ; 
Nor so content, hath in his thought to try, 
In battle, what our power is, or our right. 
Let US adyise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and all employ . 
In onr defence ; lest unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill. 

To whom thie Son with calm aq>^ct and clear. 
Lightning divine, ineffable, serene. 
Made answer : Mighty Father, thou thy foes 
Justly hast in derision, and, secure, 
Laugh*st at their vain designs and tumults Tain ; 
Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 
niustrates, when they see all regal power 
Given me to quell their pride, and in erent 
Know whether I be dexterous to subdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the worst in Heaven. 

So spake the Son ; but Satan, with his Powers 
Far was advanced on winged speed ; a host 
Innumerable as the stars of night. 
Or stars of morning, dewdrops, which the sun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pass'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 
All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth 
And all the sea, from one entiro globose 
Stretched into longitude ; which having pass'd^ 
At length into the limits of the north 
They came ; and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, fn blazing, as « mount 



lUUiauuu ^^ 

ssiah was declared in sight of Heaven, 

e Moantain of the Congregation call'd ; 

r thither he assembled all his train, 

etending so commanded to consult 

>oat the great reception of their King, 

iither to come, and with calomnioiis art 

f counterfeited truth thus held their ears : 

Thrones, Dominations, Prinoed(mis, Virtues, Powei 

I these magnific titles yet remain 

fot merely titular, since by decree 

mother now hath to himself engross'd 

iJl power, and us eclipsed, under the name 

)f King anointed, for whom all this haste 

3f midnight-march, and hurried meeting here. 

This only to consult how we may best. 

With what may be deyised of honours new, 

Receive him coming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, prostration vile ! 

Too much to one ! but double how endured. 

To one, and to his image now proclaim'd ? 

But what if better counsels might erect 

^ — :„Aii And teach us to cast off this yoke ? 
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His equals, if in power and splendour less, 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not? much less for this to be oar Lord, 
And look for adoration, to the abuse 
Of those imperial titles, which assert 
Our being ordain'd to govern, not to serre. 

Thus far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience ; when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none wiUi more zeal adored 
The Deitj, and divine commands obej'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal severe 
The current of bis fury thus opposed. 

O argument blasphemous, false, and proud ! 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven 
Expected, least of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyself so high above thy peers. 
Canst thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The just decree of God pronounced and sworn, 
That to his only Son, by right endued 
With regal sceptre, every soul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confess him rightful King? unjust, thou say'st, 
Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free, 
And equid over equals to let reign, 
One over all with unsucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God? shalt thou dispute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the Powers of Heaven 
Such as he pleased, and circumscribed their being ? 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good. 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is ; how far from thought 
To make us less, bent rather to exalt 
Oar happy state, ahder one head more near 
United. But to grant it thee unjust, 
That equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thyself, though great and ^loTloxia) 4$m1^^'^«(;(s^^s^.> 
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iThe Apostate, and, more baugfaty, tlioa replied : 
■That we were form'd then, Eay'at tboaf wd the « 
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He said : and, as the soond of waters deep. 
Hoarse marmar echo'd to his words applaase 
Through the infinite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph fearless, though alone 
Encompassed roond with foes, thus answer'd bold : 

O alienate from Gk)d, O Spirit accursed. 
Forsaken of all good ! I see thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapless crew inTolyed 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion spread 
Both of thy crime and punishment: henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah ; those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
Against thee are gone forth without recall ', 
That golden sceptre which thou didst reject. 
Is now an iron rod to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou didst advise ; 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
These wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath 
Impendent, raging into sudden flame. 
Distinguish not : For soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 
Then who created thee lamenting learn, 
When who can uncreate thee thou shalt know. 

So spake the Senqph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithless, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmoved. 
Unshaken, nnseduoed, unterrified. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal; 
Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind. 
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd. 
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustained 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd aught ; 
And, with retorted scorn, his back he tum'd 
On those proud towers to swift destruction doom'd. 
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All night the dreadless Angel, anpnrgaed, [ 
Through Heayen'g wide champaign held his wa. 
Waked bj the circling Hours, with rosy hand 
Unbarr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the meant of God, fast by his throne. 
Where light and darkness in perpetaal round 
Lodge and dislodge by tarns, which makes tl 
Grateful vicissitude, like day and night ; [I 
Light issues forth, and at the other door 
Obsequious darkness enters, till her hour 
To veil the Heaven, though darkness there migl 
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To have reported : Gladly then he mix'd 
Among those friendly Powers, who him received 
With joy and acclamations load, that one, 
That of «o many myriads fallen, yet one 
Retam'd not lost. On to the sacred hill 
They led him high aj^laaded, and present 
Before the seat sapreme ; from whence a voice. 
From midst a golden cloud, thus mild was beard : 

Servant of God, weU done ; well hast thoa foaght 
The better fight, who single hast maintained 
Against revolted moltitades the cause 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms ; 
And for the testimony of truth hast borne 
Universal r^roach, far worse to bear 
Than violence ; for this was all thy care 
To stand approved in sight of God, though worlds 
Judged thee perverse : The easier conquest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than scorn d thou didst depart ; and to subdue 
By force who reason for their law refuse. 
Right reason for their law, and for their King 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go, Michael, of celestial armies prince, 
And thou, in military prowess next, 
Gabriel, lead forth to battle these my sons 
Invincible ; lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thousands and by millions, ranged for fight. 
Equal in number to that Godless crew 
Rebellious : Them with fire and hostile anuf 
Fearless assault ; and, to the brow of Heaven 
Pursuing, drive them out from God and bliss. 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall. 

So spake the Sovran Voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In doikj wreaths, reluctant flames, the si^ 



Heroic ardoar Xo adyentoroiiB aeeus. 
Under their Godlike leaden, in the cause 
Of Gk)d and hii Messiah. On they moye 
Indissolubly firm ; nor obvioos hiU, 
Nor straitening Tale, nor wood, nor stream div 
Their perfect ranks ; for high above the groon 
Their march was, and the passiye air upbore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds, in ordeiij array on wing. 
Came summoned over Eden to receive 
Their names of thee ; so over many a tract 
Of Heaven they march'd, and many a provinc 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : At last. 
Far in the horizon to the north appeared 
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch'd 
In battailous aspect, and nearer view. 
Bristled with upright beams innumerable 
Of rigid spears, and helmets throng'd, and si 
Various, with boastful argument portray'd. 
The banded Powers of Satan hasting on 
With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 
Ti.«# o«if«iinie dav. by fight or liy surprise. 
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Of battle DOW began, and msbing sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst, exalted as a god. 

The Apostate in his son-bright chariot sat. 

Idol of majesty divine, enclosed 

With flaming Chembim, and golden shields ; 

Then lif^ted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

'Twixt host and host bat narrow space was left, 

A dreadful interral, and front to front 

Presented stood in terrible array 

Of hideous length : Before the cloudy Tan, 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

Satan, with yast and haughty strides advanced, 

Caine towering, arm'd in adamant and gold ; 

Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 

Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds, 

Aind thus his own undaunted heart explores : 

O Heaven ! that such resemblance of the EUghest 
Should yet remain, where faith and reiilty 
Remain iiot : Wherefore should not strength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Where boldest, though to sight unconquerable ? 
His puissance, trusting in the Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have tried 
Unsound and false ; nor is it aught but just. 
That he, who in debate of truth hath won. 
Should win in arms, in both dilutes alike 
Victor ; though brutish that contest and foul 
When reascm hath to deal with force, yet so 
Most reason is that reason overc<mie. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth stepping i^iposite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incensed, and thus securely him defied : 

Proud, art thou met t thy hope was to have reacb'd 
The higfath of thy aspiring unopposed. 
The throne of God anguarded, and his side 
Abandoned* id- the terror oC thy \^w«t 
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rring, from the path of troth remote : 

stly thoa depravest it with the name 

irritude, to serve whom God ordains 

fature : God and Nature bid the same, 

n he who roles is worthiest, and excels 

1 whom he goyems. This is senritode, 

arye the onwise, or him who hath rebelled 

Dst his worthier, as thine now serve thee, 

elf not free, hot to thyself enthralled ; 

ewdlj darest oor ministering opbraid. 

n thoo in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me serve 

eaveu God ever bless'd, and his divine 

sts obey, worthiest to be obeyed ; 

jhains in Hell, not realms, expect ; Meanwhile 

1 me, retom'd, as erst thoo saidst, from flight, 

greeting on thy impioos crest receive. 

saying, a noble stroke he lifted high, 
)h hong not, bat so swift with tempest fell 
be prood crest of Satan, that no sight, 
motion of swift thooght, less coold his shield, 

roiu intercept : Ten paces hoge 
»ack recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
nassy spear opstaid : as if on earth /■. ^ , 

la onder groond, or waters forcing way, -^ , 

ong had posh'd a moontain from his seat, 

sank witii all his pines. Amazement seized 
rebel Thrones, bat greater rage, to see 

foird their mightiest ; oars joy fiird, and shoot, 
Age of victory, and fierce desire 
ittle : Whereat Michael bid soond 
Archangel trompet ; throogh the vast of Heaven 
onded, and the faithfol armies rang 
jma to the Highest : Nor stood at gaze 
idverse legions, nor less hideoas join'd 
tiorrid shook. Now storming fory rose, 
damoor each as heard in Heaven till now 
never ; arms on armoor clashing bray'd 
ible diioord, and the madding wke«la 
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Of fighting Seraphim confused, at length 
Saw where the sword of Michael smote, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once ; with hnge two-handed swaj 
Brandished aloft, the horrid edge came down 
Wide wasting ; snch destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and of^tosed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield, 
A vast circumference. At his approach 
^ ^he great Archangel from his warlike toil 
'* o^rceased, and glad as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in Heaven, the archfoe subdued 
Or captive dragged in chains, with hostile frown 
And visage all inflamed first thus begpan : 
Author of evil unknown till thy revolt. 
Unnamed in Heaven, now plenteous as thou seest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself. 
And thy adherents : How hast thou disturbed 
Heaven's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ! how hast thou instUl'd 
Thy malice into thousands, once iq)right 
And faithful, now proved false ! But think not here 
To trouble holy rest ; Heayen casts thee out 
From all her confines. Heaven, the seat of bliss. 
Brooks not the works of violence and war. 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along. 
Thy offspring, to the place of evil. Hell ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils. 
Ere this avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sudden vengeance, wing'd from God, 
< Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 

So spake the Prince of Angels ; to whom thus 
The Adversary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou tum'd the least of these 
To flight, or if to fall; but that they rise 
Unvanqidah'd, easier to traasaot with me 
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If Dot to reign : Meanwiu.^ 
And join him named Almighty to thy av 
I fly not, bat have sought thee for and n 
They ended parle, and both address'd 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
liken on earth eonspicaoos, that may lii 
Human imagination to «iich highth 
Of Godlike power ? for likest Gods thej 
Stood they or moved, in statnre, motion 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heave 
Now waved their fiery swords, and in t 
Made horrid circles ; two broad sons t 
Blazed opposite, whUe Expectation str 
In horror : From each hand with spee 
Where erst was thickest fight, the ang 
And left large field, unsafe within the 
Of such commotion ; such as, to set f 
Great things by snudl, if, nature's co 
Among the constellations war were s 
Two planets, rushing from aspect mi 
~ " " — "-at opposition, in mid sky 
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Descending, and in half cat sheer ; nor staid, 

Bat with swift wheel reverse, deep entering, shared 

All his right side : Then Satan first knew pain, , 

And writhed him to and fro convolved ; so sore 

The ^ding sword with disoontinaoos woond 

Pass'd throogfa him : Bat the etherial sahstance closed. 

Not long divisible ; and firom the gash 

A stream of nectaroas hamoor issuing flow'd 

Sangaine, sach as celestial Spirits may bleed. 

And all his armour stain'd, ereiHiile so bright* 

Forthwith oo all sides to iiis aid was ran 

Bj Angds many and strong, who interposed 

Defence, while others bore him oo their shields 

Back to' his chariot, where it stood retired 

From off the files of war : There they him laid 

Gnashing for anguish and despite and sham^. 

To find himself not matchless, and his pride 

Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet soon he heal'd ; for Spirits that live throughout 

Vital in every part, not as Arail man 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 

Cannot but by annihilating die ; 

Nor in their Bquid texture mortal woond 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear. 

All intellect, all sense ; and, as they please. 

They limb themselves, and colour, shape, or size 

Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserved 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce ensigns pierced the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king ; who him defied. 
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound 
Threatened, nor from the Hcly One of Heaven 
Refrain'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 
Down cloven to the waist, with shattered arms 
And unooiith pain fled bellowing. On each, ^ms&isi^ 
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SeekBotthe-pniMofBtB: The other mt^ 
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And ignoniaj ; yet to ffwj mfim 
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Therefore etenal aileneo he their doea. 

And BOW, their airirtiMt qiell'd» tlN hotOe 
With maoy aa iBroad gored ; defined reat 
Enter'd.apdfimldiaerder; aathograaad 
With thhei^d amoar atrowa, and ea a keep 
Chariot aad dherioteet lay orartare'd. 
And 6eiy fciBifaig ateeda; what^toodMooil' 
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Sach high adyantages their innocence 

Gave them ahove their foes ; not to have sinnM, 

Not to have disobej'd ; in fight they stood 

Unwearied, noobnoxions to be pain'd 

Bj woniid, tinragh from their place by Titdenoe mored. 

Now night ber eonrse began, and, oyer Heaven 
Inducing darkneM, grateftd trace imposed. 
And silence on the odioos din of war : 
Under her doady oorert both retired, 
Victor and Taaqnish'd : On the fimghten field 
Michael and his Angela prevalent 
Encamping, ^aeed in guard their watobes nmnd. 
Cherubic waring fires : On the odier part, 
Satan with bia rebellkms disappeared. 
Far in the daik dislodged ; and, void of rest. 
His potentates to eounoQ oall'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus undismayed be^n : 

O now in danger tried, now known in anna 
Not to be OTerpower^d, Companions dear. 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, 
Too mean pretence ! but wbat we more affect. 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who have sustained <me day in doubtful fight, 
(And if one day, vriiy not eternal days ?) 
What Heaven*s Lord had powerfnlest to send 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to his vrill, 
But proves not so : then fkllible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm*d. 
Some disadvantage we endured and pain. 
Till now not known, but, known, as soon contemn'd ; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury. 
Imperishable, and, though pierced with wound. 
Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then so small as easy ^ink 
The rconedy ', perhaps more yalid vtgda^ 
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These things, as not to mind from whence thej grow 
Deep ander ground, materials dark and cmde, 
Of spiritous and fiery spume, till toach'd 
With Heaven's ray, and temper'd, they shoot forth 
So beaateoas, opening to the ambient light ? 
These in their daik nativity the deep 
Shall yield as, pregnant with infernal flame ; 
Which, into hollow engines, long and roond. 
Thick ramm'd, at the other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and inforiate, shaU send forth 
From far, with thundering noise, among our foes 
Such implements of mischief as shall dash 
To pieces, and overwhelm whatever stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we have disarm'd 
The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long shall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 
Bffeot shall end our wish. Meanwhile revive ; 
Abandon fear ; to strength and counsel join'd 
Think nothing hard, much less to be despaired. 

He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlightened, and their languish*d hope revived. 
The invention all admired, and each, how he 
To be the inventor miss'd ; so easy it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound most would have thought 
Impossible : Yet haply of thy race 
In future days, if malice should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With devilish machination, might devise 
like instrument to plague the sons of men 
For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew ; 
None argfuing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they turned 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 
The originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and, with subtle art. 
Concocted and aidusted, they reduio^ 
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So all ere dayspriog, under cuiu>w.. 
Secret thej finiBh'd, and in order t 
With silent circumspection, uno^i 

Now when fair mom (Hrienl^ £ 
Up rose the victor-Angels, and to 
The matin trumpet sung : in arms 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded ; others from the dai 
Look round) and scouts each coast 
Each quarter to descry the distant 
Where lodged, or whither fled, ot 
In motion or in halt : Him soon 1 
Under spread ensigns moving nig 
But firm battalion ; back with sj 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the swiftef 
Came flying, and in mid air alov 

Arm, Warriors, arm for fight 
Whom fled we thought, will sa^ 
This day ; fear not bis flight ; 
He comes, and settled in his ff 
Sad resolution, and secure : L 
*^-'- «oat flrird well 
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Training his devil ish enginery, impaled 
On every side with shadowing squadrons deep, 
To hide the frand. At interview both stood 
Awhile ; bat suddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud : 

Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold ; 
That all may see who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open breast 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our orertore, and turn not back perverse ; 
But that I doubt ; however witness. Heaven ! 
Heaven, witness thou anon I while we discharge 
Freely our part': ye, who appointed stand, 
Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear ! 

So scoffing in ambiguous words, he scarce 
Had ended ; when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 
Which to our eyes discovered, new and strange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem'd. 
Or holloVd bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches lopp'd, in wood or mountain fell'd). 
Brass, iron, stony mould, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gaped on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce : At each behind 
A Seraph stood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving iipp*d with fire : while we, suspense, 
Ck>llected stood within our thoughts amused. 
Not long : for sudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent applied 
With nioest touch. Immediate in a flame, 
But soon obscured with smoke, all Heaven appear'd. 
From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose roar 
Embowel'd with outrageous noise the air, 
And all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their devilish glut, ohain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron g^bes ; which, on the victor host 
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Stood scoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts bejond 

All donbt of victory : Eternal Might 

To match with their inventions they presnmed 

So easy, and of his thunder made a scorn. 

And all his host derided, whfle they stood 

Awhile in trooUe : Bat they stood not long ; 

Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 

Against such hellish mischief fit to oppose. 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 

Which God hath in his mighty Angels placed !) 

Their arms away they threw, and to tlM hills 

(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 

Of pleasore utnate in hill uid dale), 

light as the lightning glimpse they ran, they flew ; 

From tlieir foandati<ms loosening to and fro, 

They plnck'd the seated hills, with all their load. 

Rocks, waters, woods, and by the shaggy tops 

Uplifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 

Be sure, and terror seized the rebel host. 

When coming towards them so dread they saw 

The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 

Till on those cursed engines* triple-row 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 

Under the weight of mountains buried deep ; 

Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung, which in the air 

Came shadowing, and oppress'd whole legions arm'd ; 

Their armour helped their harm, crushed in and bruised 

Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 

Implacable, and many a dolorous groan ; 

Ij(Hig struggling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of sudli prison, though Spirits of purest light. 

Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 

The rest, in imitation, to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighbouring hiUs uptore : 

So hOls amid the air encounter'd hills, 

Hnrl'd to and fro with jaculation dire ; 

That under ground they fought in dismal shade ; 
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In Heayen and Hell thy power above compare ; 

And, this perverse commotion govern'd thus. 

To mianifest thee worthiest to be Heir 

Of all things ; to be Heir, and to be King 

Bj sacred nnction, thy deserved right. 

Go then, Thoa Mightiest, in thj Father's might ; 

Ascend my chariot, gaide the rapid wheels 

That shake Heaven's basis, bring forth all my war, * 

My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 

Gird on, and sword upon thy puissant thig^ ; 

Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them out 

From all Heaven's bounds into the utter deep : *■ 

There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 

God, and Messiah his anointed ELing. 

He said, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone full ; he all his Father fall express'd 
Ineffably into his face received ; 
And thus the Filial Godhead answering q>ake : 

O Father, O Supreme of heavenly Thrones, 
First, Highest, Holiest, Best ; thou always seek'st 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 
As is. most just : this I my glory account, 
My exaltation, and my wfa^le delight. 
That thou, in me well pleased, deolarest thy will 
Fulfilled, which to fulfill is aU my bliss. 
Sceptre and power, thy giving, I assume. 
And gladller shall resign, vdien in the end 
Thou shalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and in me all whom thou lovest : 
But whom.thon hatest I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildness on. 
Image of thee in all things ; and shall soon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rnt Heaven of these rebell'd ; 
To their prepared ill mansion driven down, 
To chains of darkness, and the undying worm'; 
That from thy just obedience could revolt. 
Whom to obey is hiq>piness entire. 
Then shall thy Saints umnix'd, and from the im^re 
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At his command the aprooted hills retired 

Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 

Obseqnioiis ; Heaven bis wonted face renewed. 

And with fresh flowerets hill and vallej smiled. 

This saw his hapless foes, but stood obdnred. 

And to rebellioos fight rallied their Powers, 

Insensate, hope oonceiving from despair. 

In heavenly Spirits conld snch perverseness dwell 7 

Bat to convinoe the prond what signs avail, 

Or wonders move the obdurate to relent? 

They, hardened more by what might most redaim. 

Grieving to see his glory, at the sight 

Took envy ; and, aspiring to his highth. 

Stood reembattled fierce, by force or frand 

Weening to prosper, and at length prevaU 

Against God and Messiah, or to fall 

In universal ruin last ; and now 

To final battle drew, disdaining flight. 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

To all his host on either hand thus spake : 

Stand still in bright array, ye Saints ; here stand. 
Ye Angels arm*d ; this day from battle rest : 
Faithfid hath been yonr warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause ; 
And as ye have received, so have ye done. 
Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 
The punishment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints : 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd* 
Nor multitude ; stand only, and behold 
God's indignation on these godless ponr'd 
By me ; not you, but me they have despised. 
Yet envied ; against me is all their rage, 
Because the Father, to whom in Heaven supreme 
Kingdom and power and glory appertains, 
Hatb hononr*d me, accor^g to Ms will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath assigned ; 
That they may have their wish, to try with. m« 
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Of goaU or timormu flock together throng'd, 
DroTe them before him tiiaoderstrack, parsaed 
With terrors, and with furietf, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of Heayen ; which, opening wide, 
Roll'd inward, and a spaeiow gap disclosed 
Into the wasteful deep : the monstroos sight 
Stmok than witt Iwrror backward, bot far wOTse 
Urged diem behind : headlong themselref thej threw 
Down from the Terge of Hearen ; eternal wnUh 
Bom'd after tiiem to the bottomless pit 

Hell heard the nnsofferaUe noise. Hell saw 
Hearen raining from Hearen, and wonld hare fled 
Affrighted ; bnt strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark fonndatiotts, and too fast had bound. 
Nine dajs thej fell : confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wDd anarchj, sO huge a rout 
Encumber'd him witii ruin : Hell at last 
Yawning receired them whole, and on them closed ; 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburdened Hearen rejoiced, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roU'd. 
Sole Tictor, from the expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn'd : 
To meet him all hu Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubQee adranced; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright 
Sung triumph, and him sung rictorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion giren. 
Worthiest to reign : He, celebrated, rede 
Triumphant tiirough mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throned 
On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on Earth, 
At thy request, and that thou ma3«t Vkesivi^ 

V. 
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Of goats or timordiu flock together throng'd. 
Drove them before hiim tfamiderstnicky parsned 
With terrors, aad with furies, to the bounds 
And crystal wall of Hearen ; which, opening wide, 
Roird inward, and a spacious gap disclosed 
Into the wasteful deep : the monstrous sight 
Struck them with Iwrror backward, but far worse 
Urged them behind : headlong themselTes they threw 
Down from the Terge of Hearen ; eternal wrath 
Burn'd after them to the bottomless pit. 

Hell heard the unsnfferable noise, Hell saw 
Hearen ruining from Hearen, and would hare fled 
Affrighted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too fast had bound. 
Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through bis wOd anarchy, sO huge a rout 
Encnmber'd him with ruin : Hell at last 
Yawning receired them whole, and on them closed ; 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain« 
Disburdened Hearen rejoiced, and soon repaired 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole rictor, fit>m the expulsion of his foes, 
Messiah his triumphal chariot tumM : 
To meet him all his Saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his almighty acts. 
With jubilee adranced ; and, as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each Order bright 
Sung triumph, and him sung rictorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion giren, 
Worthiest to reign : He, celebrated, rode 
Triumphant through mid Hearen, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throned 
On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 

Thus, measuring things in Heaven by things on Earth, 
At thy request, and that thou m&^«l\Mi^«x« 

V. 
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BOOK VII. 



■uhMl, at tk« raqsMt af A4h^ ralalM htm uU wkanfara tUt w«rM ww f rtl 
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Descend from Hearen, Urania, by that oune 
If rightly thon art oall'd, whose Toice divine 
Following, aboTe the Olympian hill I soar, 
Above the flight of Pegas^an wing ! 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou 
Nor of the Mnses nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'st ; bat heavenly born. 
Before the hills appeared or fountain flow'd, 
Thon with eternal Wisdom didst converse, 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 
In presence of the Almighty Father, pleased 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I have presumed. 
An earthly gaest, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy tempering : with like safety guided down 
Return me to my native element : 
Lest from this flying steed unrein'd (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime). 
Dismounted, on the Aleian field I fall, 
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. 
Half yet remains unsung, but narrower bound 
Withm the visible diurnal sphere ; 
Standing on earth, not wrapped above the pole. 
More safe I sing with mortal voice, unchanged 
' To hoarae or mute, though fallen on evil days, 
On efil days though fallen, and evil tonnes \ 
lo dvkMBM, aad with daii^«T« ^m^wk^^vMaoi^x 
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Yet setroe allaj'd still ejes tbe current streun. 
Whose liquid nmrmnr beard new thirst excites. 
Proceeded thas to ask his hearealj guesL 

Great things, and fall of wonder in oar ears. 
Far differing from this woild, thon hast rereol'd, 
IMyine interpreter ! b j fisToar seat 
Down from the empjr^m, to idivwam 
Ua-timelj of what a^ght else hare baea oar loss, 
Wkfawn, which haman knowled^ ooaU not reach : 
FoF'iriiioh to the infinitely Good we owe 
iBBOTtal thanks, and his adMoitishaient 
Beoeif e, with sokpin parpose to obaenra 
Inimatablj his sorran will, the end 
Of what we are. Bat since thoa hast vooehoafisd 
Gently, for oar instroetioa, to impart 
Things abore earthly thooght, which yet ooocen'd 
Oar knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd. 
Deign to descend now lower, and relate 
What may no less peihaps avail as known. 
How first began this Heaven which we bdiold 
Distant so high, with moring fires adom'd 
Innomerable ; and this which yields or fills 
All space, the ambient air wide interfosed 
Embracing roand this florid Earth ; what oanse 
Mored the Creator, in his holy rest 
Through all eteniity, so late to baild 
In Chaos ; and, the work began, how soon 
Absolved ; if onforbid thoa mayst onfold 
What we, not to exjrfore the secrets ask 
Of his eternal empire, bat the more 
To magnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to ran 
Mach of his race though steep ; suspense in Heaven, 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voiee, he hears. 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
,His generation, and tbe rising birth 
Of Nature from the una{^arent De^ : 
Or if the star of evening and th« uuMik 
Hast9 to tbf aodiaiice, Ki|^t ^inAkYwt ^i^Vc»% 



What words or tongae of Seraph can guff 
Or heart of man saffice to comprehend ? 
Yet what thoa canst attain, which hest m 
To glorify the Maker, and infer 
Thee also hi^pier, shall not he withheld 
Thy hearing ; such commission from aboi 
I hare receiyed, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond, al 
To ask ; nor let thine own inrentions bop 
Things not rereal'd, which the invisible I 
Only Omniscient, hath suppressed in nigh 
To none communicable in Earth or Heay< 
Enough is left besides to search and knoi 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no 1< 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well cont 
Oppresses else with«urfeit, and soon tur 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind. 
Know then, that, after Lucifer from H< 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the ho 
Of Angels than ^at star the stars among^ 
Fell with his flaming lesrions through the 
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Yet far the greater part have kept, I see, 

Their station ; Heayen, yet populous, retains 

Number sufficient to possess her realms 

Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 

With ministeries due and solemn rites ; 

But, lest his heart exalt him in the harm 

Already done, to have dispeopled Heayen, 

My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 

That detriment, if such it be to lose 

Self-lost ; and in a moment will create 

Another world, out of one man a race 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 

Not here : till, by degrees of merit raised, 

They open to themselyes at length the way 

Up hither, under long obedience tried ; 

And Earth be changed to Heayen, and Heayen toJSarth'. 

One kingdom, joy and union without end. . 

Meanwlule inhabit lax, ye Powers of H^aVen ; 

And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 

This I perform ; speak thou, and be it done ! 

My oyershadowing Spirit and Might with thee 

I send along ; ride forth, and bid the Deep 

Within appointed bounds be Heayen and Earth ; 

Boundless the Deep, because I Am who fill 

Infinitude, nor racuous the space. ^ / 

Though I, uncircumscribed myself, retire. 

And put not forth my goodness, which is free 

To act or not. Necessity and Chance 

Approach not me, and what I will is Fate. 

So spake the Almighty, and to what he spake 
His Word, the Filial Godhead, gaye efiect. 
Immediate are the acts of God, more swift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without process of speech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, 
When such was heard declared the Almight/s will ; 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good will 
To ftttare men, and in tbeu d'«r^Va^%'^%i^\ 
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So sang the Hierarchies : meanwhile the 
On his great expedition now appear'd, 
Girt witii Omnipotenoe» with radiance crowi 
Of Majesty Divine ; sapience and lore 
Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were poar'd 
Cherub, and Seraph, Potentates, and Thron 
And Virtues, winged Spirits, and chariots v 
From the armory of God ; where stand of o 
Myriads, between two brazen mountains lo< 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at hand. 
Celestial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit lived. 
Attendant on their Lord : Heaven open'd i 
Her ever during gates, harmonious sound. 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory, in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
Od heavenly ground they stood ; and from 
They view'd the vast immeasurable abyss 
Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild, 
'^ -**-.-«. 4^niii'<l hv furious win 
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Creation, and the wonders of bis might. 
Then staid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared 
In God*s eternal store, to circumscribe 
This uniyerse, and all created things : 
One foot he centred, and the other tiini*d 
Round through the vast profandity obsoare ; 
And said. Thus far extend, thus far thj bounds. 
This be thy just circumference, O World 1 
Thus God the HeaTen created, thus the Earth, 
Matter nnform'd and Toid : darkness profound 
Corer'd the abyss : but on the watery oalm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspread, 
And yital virtue infused, and yital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mass ; but. downward purged 
The l^Mlc'tartareous cold inferaiiid drup, . 
■ Ady^ffM to life : then'ioniided,'then-oiSiglobed 
Like things to like ; the rest to sereral plaoe 
Disparted, and between spun out the air ; 
And Earth self-balanced on her centre hang. 

Let there be Light, said God ; and forthwith light 
Etherial, first of things, quintessence pure, 
Sprung from the deep ; and from her natire east 
To journey through Uie aery gloom began. 
Sphered in a radiant cloud, for yet the bob 
Was not ; she in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God saw the light was good ; 
And light from darkness by the hemisphere 
Divided : light the Day, and darkness Night, 
He named. Thus was the first day eren and mom : 
Nor pass'd uncelebrated, nor unsung 
By the celestial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling first Arom darkness they beheld ; 
Birthday of Hearep and Earth ; with joy and shout 
The hollow universal orb they fill'd. 
And touch'd their golden harps, and hynming praised 
God and his works ; Creator him they sung. 
Both when first evening was, and whftu fisat taAv\% 
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DiyidiDg : for as earth> so be the world 
Bailt on circomflaons waters calm, in wide 
Crystalline ocean, and the load misrale 
Of Chaos far remoTed ; lest fierce extreme 
ContigDons might distemper the whole fraz 
And Heaven he named the Firmament : sc 
And morning choms song the second day. 
The Earth was form'd, bat, in the wom' 
Of waters, l^mbryon immatare involved, 
Appear'd not : over all the face of Eartib 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle ; bat, with wt 
Prolific hamonr softening all her globe, 
Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moistnre ; when God 
Be gather'd now, ye waters under Heave 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the moantains huge appear 
Emergent, and their broad bare backs n| 
Into ihe doads ; their tops ascend the si 
So high as heaved the tomid hills, so lo^ 
Down sank a hollow bottom broad and « 
» J -.r „n*oTu : thither they 
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If steep, with torrent raptore, if through plain, 

Soft-ehbing ; nor withstood them rock or hill ; 

Bat they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With eerpent error wandering, found their way. 

And on the w^&y ooze deep ohannela wore ; 

Easy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 

All bat within these banks, where rivers now 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land Earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he oall'd Seas : 

And saw that it was good ; and said, Let the Earth 

Put forth the rerdant grass, herb yielding seed, 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whose seed is in herself upon the Earth. 

He scarce had said, when the bare Earth, till then 

.Desert and bare, unsightly, unadorned, 

Brought forth the tender grass, whose Terdtlre clad 

Her universal face with pleasant green ; 

Then herbs of every leaf, that sudden flower'd 

Opening their various colours, and made gay 

Her bosom, smelling sweet : and, these scarce blown, 

Forth floorish'd thick the clustering vine, forth crept 

The swelling gourd, up stood the corny reed 

Embattled in her field, and the humble shrub, 

And bush with frizzled hair implicit : last 

Rose, as in dance, the stately trees, and spread 

Their branches hung with copious fruit, or gemm'd 

Their blossoms : with high woods the hills were cro wn'd j 

With tufts the valleys, and each fountain side ; 

With borders long tiie rivers : the Earth now 

Seem'd like to Heaven, a seat where Gods might dwell. 

Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 

Her sacred shades : though God had yet not rain'd 

Upon the Earth, and man to till the ground 

None was ; but from the Earth a dewy mist 

Went up, and water'd all the ground, and each 

Plant of the field ; which, ere it was in the Earth, 

God made, and every herb, before il ^vk 
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To give light on the Earth ; and it was so. 
And God made two great lights, great for their 
To Man, the greater to have mle by day, 
The less by night, altem ; and made the stars. 
And set them in the firmament of HeaTen 
To illuminate the Earth, and mle the day 
In their Ticissitade, and role the night. 
And light from darkness to divide. God saw, 
Sorveying his great work, that it was good : 
For of celestial bodies first the snn 
A mighty sphere he franud, nnlightsome first. 
Though of etherial mould : then form'd the moo 
Globose, and erery mi^pnitade of stars. 
And sow'd with stars the HeaTen, thick as a fie 
Of light by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and {daco 
In the sun's orb, made porous to reoeiTe 
And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain 
Her gathered beams, great palaee now of li^t. 
Hither, as to their fountain, other stars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw Ught, 
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Shedding sweet influence : lei$8 bright the moon. 
Bat opposite in leveFd west was set, 
His mirror, with fall face borrowing her light 
From him ; for other light she needed none 
In that aspect, and still that distance keeps 
TiU nig^t ; then in the east her tnm she shines, 
ReToWed on Heaven's great axle, and her reign 
With thousand lesser lights diTidnal h<dds. 
With thousand thousand stars, that then appeared 
SpiM>gIing.the hemisphere : then iSrst adom'd 
With their bright luminaries tiliat set and rose. 
Glad eyening and glad mom crowu'd the fourth day. 

And God said. Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundant, living soul : 
And let fowl fly abore the Earth, with wings 
Displayed on the open firmament of Heaven. 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds ; 
And every bird of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas 
And lakes and running streams the waters fill ; 
And let the fo^ be multiplied on the £arth. 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay, 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 
Of fish tiiat with their fins and shining scales 
Glide under ihe green wave, in. sculls that oft <^ 
Bank the mid sea : part single, or with mate. 
Graze the seaweed tiieir pasture, and through groves 
Of coral stray ; or, sporting with quick glance. 
Show to the sun their waved coats dropj^d with gold ; 
Or, in their pearly shells at ease, attend 
Moist nutriment ; or under rocks their food 
In pointed armour, watch : on smooth the seal 
And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 
Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 
Tempest &e ocean : there leviathan. 
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'hey summ'd their pens ; and, soaring the air sablime, 
Vitb clang despised the ground, under a clond 
[n prospect ; there the eagle and the stork 
^n clifi's and cedar tops their ejries build : 
*aii loosely wing the region, part more wise 
[n common, ranged in figure, wedge their way, 
llntelligent of seasons, and set fort^ 
iTheir aery caravan, high over seas 
iFlying, and over lands, with mataal wing 
Easing their flight; so steers the prudent crane 
Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 
Floats as they pass, fann'd with unnnmber'd plomes: 
I From branch to branch the smaller birds with song 
Solaced the woods, and spread their painted wings 
Till even ; nor then the solemn nightingale 
Ceased warbling, but all night tuned her soft lays : 
Others, on silver lakes and rivers, bathed 
Their downy breast ; the swan with arched neck. 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
Her state with oary feet ; yet oft they quit 
The dank, and, rising on stiff pennons, tower 

— " • ■• • * 1 it- J 



PARADISE LOST. 159 

Let the Earth bring forth soul living in her kind, 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beast of the Earth, 
Each in their kind. The Earth obey'd, and straight 
Opening her fertile womb teem'd at a birth 
iDnameroas liying creatures, perfect forms, 
Limb'd and foil grown : oat of the ground' iqpEOse, 
As from his lair, the wild beast ^ere he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, thej walk'd : 
The cattle in the fields jand meadows g^reen : 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks 
Pastoring at once, and in broad herds npsprong. 
The grassy clods now palyed ; now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then springs as broke from bonds. 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane ; the oonce. 
The libbard) and the tiger, as the mole 
Rising, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocks : the swift stag from under ground 
.Bore up his branching head : scarce from his mould 
Behemoth biggest born of earth upheaved . 
His vastness : fleeced the flocks and bleating rose. 
As plants : ambiguous between sea and land 
The river-horse, and scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground. 
Insect or worm : those waved their limber fans 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 
In all the liveries deck'd of summer's pride 
With spots of gold and purple, azure and green : 
Tliese, as a line, their long dimension drew. 
Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not all 
Minima of nature ; some of serpent kind. 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, involved 
Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept 
The parsimonious emmet, provident 
Of future ', in small room large heart enclosed ^ 
Pattern of just equality perhaps 
Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 
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Created thee, in the image of God 
Express ; and thou becamest a liviug soul. 
Male he created thee ; bat thy oons6rt 
Female, for race ; then blessed mankind, and said. 
Be froitfol, molt^lj, and fill the earth ; 
Sobdae it, and tbrtmghout dominion bold 
Oyer fish of the sea, and fowl of the air. 
And every living thing that moves on the Earth. 
Wherever thos .created, for no place 
Is yet distinct bj namd^ thence, as tbon know*st. 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This garden, planted with the trees of Crod, 
Delectable both to behold and taste ; 
And freely all their pleasant fruit for food 
Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all the Earth yields 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which, tasted, works knowledge pf good and evil. 
Thou mayst not ; in liie day thou eat'st, thou diest ; 
Death is the penalty imposed ; beware. 
And govern well thy appetite ; lest Sin 
Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death. 
Here finished he, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So even and mom accomplished the sixth day ; 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unwearied, up retum'd, 
Up to the Heaven of Heavens, his high abode ; 
Thence to behold thb new created world. 
The addition of his empire, how it showed 
In prospect from his throne, how good, how fair. 
Answering. his great idea. Up he rode 
FoUow'd with acclamation, and the sound 
Symphonious of ten thousand h^rps, that tuned 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 
Resounded (thou remember'st, for thou heard'st), 
The heavem and all the constellations rung. 
The planets in their ibtation listening stood. 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. ' 
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Thj power ! what thought can measure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ! Greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant Angels : Thee that day 
Thy thunders magnified ; bat to create 
Is greater than created to destroy. 
Who caalmpair thee. Mighty King, or bound' ' 
Thy empire ! Easily, the proud attempt 
Of Spirits ^KMtate, and their counsels Tain, 
Thou hast repell'd ; while impiously they thought 
Thee to dimmish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen thee, q^minst his purpose senres 
To manifest the more thy might : his evil 
Thou usest, and from thence Greatest more good. 
Witness this new-made world, another Heaven 
From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 
On the dear hyaline, the glassy sea ; 
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars 
Numerous, and evary star perhaps a world 
Of destined habitation ; but thou know'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of Men, 
Earth, with her nether ocean circumfused, 
Their pleasant dwellingplace. Thriee happy Men, 
And sons of Men, whom God hath thus advanced ! 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship him ; and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worshippers 
Holy and just : thrice happy, if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright ! 
So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With hallelujahs : thus was sabbath kept. 
And thy request think now fulfill'd, that ask'd 
How first this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning ; that posterity, 
Inform'd by thee, might know : if else thou seek'iit 
Aught, not surpassing human measurct m.<<i« 
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One day and night; in all her vast sarrej 
Useless besides ; reasoning I oft admire, 
How Nature wise and frugal could commit 
Such disproportions, with superflnoiis hand 
So many nobler bodies to create, 
Greater so manifold, to this one use, 
For ai^ht i^pears, and on their orbs impose 
Suc^ restless revolution day by day 
Repeated; while the . sedentary Euih, 
That better might with far less compass more, 
Serred by more noble than herself, attains 
Her end without least motion, and recetres. 
As tribute, such a sumless josmey bronght 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light; 
Speed, to describe whose swiftness nomber ihUs. 

So spake our sire, and by his coontenanee seem'd 
Entering on studious though abstmse ; wfaioh Eve 
Perceiving, where she sat retired in sight. 
With lowliness majestic from her seat. 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To visit how they prospered, bud and Uoom, 
Her nursery ; they at her coming sprung, 
And, touch'd by her fair tendance, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : spoh pleasnre she reserred, 
Adam relating, she sole anditress ; 
Her husband the relater she preferred 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 
With conjugal caresses : from his lip 
Not words alone pleased her. O ! when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'dt 
With goddesslike demeanour forth she went. 
Not unattended ; for on her, as Queen, 
A pomp of winning Graces waited aiillt 
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And for the Heaven'g wide circuit, let it speak 

The Maker's high magnificence, who hnilt 

So spaoiooa, and his line stretch'd oat so far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own ; 

An edifice too large for him to fill. 

Lodged in a small partition ; and the rest 

Ordain'd for uses to his Lord best known. 

The swiftness of those circles &ttribate, 

Though nnmberless to his Omnipotence, 

That to corporeal substances could add 

Speed almost spiritual : Me thou think'st not slow, 

Who since the morning-hour set out from Heayen 

Where God resides, and ere midday arrived 

In Eden ; distance inexpressible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge. 

Admitting motion in the Heavens, to show 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it moved ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on Earth. 

God, to remove his ways from human sense. 

Placed Heaven from Earth so far, that earthly sight. 

If it presume, might err in things too high. 

And no advantage gain. What if the sun 

Be centre to the world ; and other stars. 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds? 

Their wandering course now high, now low, then hid. 

Progressive, retrograde, or standing still. 

In six thou seest ; and what if seventh to these 

The planet earth, so steadfiast though she seem. 

Insensibly three different motions move ? 

Which else to several spheres thou must ascribe. 

Moved contrary with thwart obliquities ; 

Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 

Nocturnal and diurnal rhomb supposed, 

Invisible else above all stars, the wheel 

Of day and night *, which needs not thy belief. 

If earth, industrious of herself, fetch di.^ 
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Live, in what state, condition, or degree ; 
Contented that thus far hath^been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only, but of highest Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, dear'd of doubt, replied : 
How folly hast thoa satisfied me, pnre 
Intelligence of Heaven, Angel serene! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The easiest way ; nor with perplexing thoi^hts 
To intermpt the sweet of life, from which 
6ed hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares. 
And not molest us ; unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wuidering thoughts and notions vain. 
But iqit the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end ; 
Till wam'd, or by expeiienoe taught, she leam. 
That, not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle ; but, to know 
That which before us lies in daily life. 
Is the prime wisdom : What is more is fume, 
Or emptiness, or fond impertinence : 
And renders us, in things that most concern. 
Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us descoid 
A lower flight, and speak of things at hand 
Usefol ; whence, haply, mention may arise 
Of something not unseasonable to ask. 
By sufferance, and thy wonted £ivour, deign'd* 
Thee I have heard rdmtang what was done 
Ere my remembrance : now, hear me relate 
My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard; 
And day is not yet spent; till then thou saett 
How subtly to detain thee I devise ; 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate ; 
Fond ! were it not in hope of thy reply: 
For, while I sit with thee, I seem in Heaven ; 
And sweeter thy discourse is to my ear 
Than flrnita of palm tree pleasantest to thirst 
And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 
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Desire with thee still lonfer to oooTene 
Induced me. As new waked from soundest deep. 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid. 
In balmy sweat ; which with his beams the son 
Soon dried, and on the reeking moistare fed. 
Straight toward HeaTen my wondering eyes I tnm'd. 
And gaxed awhile the ample sky ; tfll, raised 
By quick InstinctiTC motion, up I sprung, . 
As thitherward endeaTouring, and upright 
Stood on my feet: about me round I saw 
Hill, dale, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
'And liquid lapse of murmuring streams ; by these 
Creatures that liTed and mored, and walk'd, or flew ; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smiled ; 
With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd. 
Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 
Snnrey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, 
Knew not; to speak I tried, and forthwith spake; 
My tongue obeyed, and readily could name 
Wliate'er I saw. Thou Sun, said I, fair light. 
And thou enlightened Earth, so fresh and gay. 
Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that lire and more, fair Creatnres,'tell, 

Tell, if ye saw, how I came thus, how here? 

Not of myself; by some great Maker then. 

In goodness and in power preeminent : 
Tell me, how may I know him, how adore. 
From whom I have that thus I move and Uve, 
And feel that I am happier than I know. 
While thus I call'd, and stray'd 1 knew not whither. 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light ; when, answer none retum'd. 
On a green sluidy bank, profuse of flowers. 
Pensive I sat me down : there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seized 
My drowsied sense, untroubled, though I thought 






First Father! called by thee, I ocnne thy guide 
To the garden of bliu, thy seat prepared. 
So saying, by the hand he took me raiaed. 
And over fields and waten, as in air 
Smooth sliding without step, last led me op 
A woody moontain ; whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, enclosed, with goodliest trees 
Planted, with walks and bowers ; that what I »wm 
Of Earth before scarce pleasant seem'd. Each ti 
Loaden with fairest froit that hang to the eye 
Tempting, stirr'd in me sadden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I waked, and fonnd 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively shadowed: Here had new began 
My wandering, had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appeared. 
Presence Divine. Rejoicing, bat with awe, 
lu adoration at his feet I fell 
Subm iss : He reared me, and Whom then soaght'st ] 
Said mildly. Author of all this thoa seest * 
Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 
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And ghan the bitter conseqaenoe : for know 
The day thoa eat'st thereof, my sole command 
Transgress'd, inevitably thou shalt die, 
From that day mortal ; and this happy state 
Shalt lose, expell'd (rom hence into a world 
Of woe and sorrow. Sternly he pronounced 
The rigid interdiction, which resoonds 
Yet dreadfol in mine ear, though in my choice 
Not to incur; but soon his clear aspect 
Retum'd, and gracious purpose thus rwiew'd : 
Not only these fair bounds, but all the Earth 
To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein lire, 
Or lire in sea, or tax ; beast, fish, and fowl. 
In sig^ whereof, each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low subjection ; understand the same 
Of fish within their watery residence. 
Not hither summoned, since they cannot change 
Their element, to draw the thinner air. 
And thus he spake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two ; these cowering low 
With blandishment ; each bird stoop'd on his wing. 
I named them as they pass'd, and understood 
Their nature, with such knowledge God endued 
My sudden i4;>prehension : But in these 
I found not what methonght I wanted still ; 
And to the heavenly Vision tkas presumed : 

O, by what name, for thou abcrre all these. 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpassast far my naming ; how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this unirerse. 
And all this good to man? for whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal. 
Thou hast prorided all things: But with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What hai^iiess, who can enjoy alone. 
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Seem I to tliee suliiciently possesa'd 

Of happiness, or not? who am alone 

From all eternity ; for none I know 

Second to me or like, equal mach leu. 

How have I then with whom to hold converse, 

Sare with the creatarei which I made, and those 

To me inferior, infinite descents 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee? 

He ceased ; I lowly answer'd : To attain 
The highth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come short. Supreme of things ! 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 
Is no deficience found : Not so is Man, 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help 
Or solace his defects. No need that thou 
Shouldst propagate, already Infinite ; 
And through all numbers absolute, though One : 
But Man by number is to manifest 
His single imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image multiplied. 
In unity defective ; which requires 
Collateral love, and dearest amity. 
Thou in thy secrecy although alone. 
Best with thyself accompanied, seek'st not 
Social communication ; yet, so pleased. 
Canst raise thy creature to what highth thou wilt 
Of union or communion, deified : 
I, by conversing, cannot these erect 
From prone ; nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I embolden'd spake, and freedom used 
Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gained 
This answer from the gracious Voio^ Divine : 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing, not of beasts alone. 
Which thou hast rightly named, but of thyself; 
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 
My image, not imparted to the brute ; 
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Her loss, and other pleasures all abjare : 
When out of hope, behold her, not far off. 
Such as I saw her in mj dream, adom'd 
With what all Earth or Heaven oonld bestow 
To make her amiable : On she oame. 
Led by her heavenly Maker, tho«gh wattm. 
And guided by his voice; mm* mi ii l bt m 'd 
Of nuptial sanctity and marriage ritea : 
Grace was in all her steps. Heaven in her eye. 
In every gestore dignity and love. 
I, overjoyed, conld not forbear aloud: 

This torn hath made amends; thott hast fnlfiU'd 
Thy words. Creator bonnteons and beugn. 
Giver of all things fiair ! but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 
Before me : Woman is her name ; oi Man 
Extracted ; for this cause he shaU forego 
Father and mother, and to his wifo adhere; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heart, one soul. 

She heard me thus : and though divinely brought. 
Yet innocence, and virgin modesty. 
Her virtue, and the conscience of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not unsought be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retired. 
The more desirable; or, to say all. 
Nature hersdf, though pure of sinful thought. 
Wrought in her so, that seeing me she tnm'd : 
I followed her ; she yrhtX was honour knew. 
And with obsequious majesty approved 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 
I led her blushing like the morn: All Heaven 
And happy constellations on that hour 
Shed their selectest influence ; the Earth 
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous ihe birds ; fresh gales and genUe airs 
Whisper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub. 



PABADISE LOST. 

liTi^, till Die amacDag bird of nighl 

hill tup, 10 light the hridal limp. 

ry to the >um nfeatthl; bliss, 
i enio-r; mid mast eoaCeta to find 
bidgii el>e delight indeed, bat sach , 
:d nr uot, works in the mind no ohuigai 
bunient deaire; theie delioaci«a 
of lai^tE, iighl, smell, herba, fmili, uid 
and (he melody ofbirdu; but here 
lerwise, tranuporled 1 behold, 
nrted touob ; here pastioD Erst I felt, 
itioij strange! in all enjojiqents else 
ir and nnmmed ; here only weak 
I the charm of Beantj'a powerfnl glanoi 
ore fail'd in me, and left eome part 
■»<{ ennogh aach object to .astuo ; 
in inv side aubdnoting, took perhapi 
lian unouiEh : at least ou her beslow'd 
ontnrard ibow 



PARADISE LOST. 179 

Occasionally ; and, to consummate all, 
Greatness of mind and nobleness their seat 
Build in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed. 

To whom the Angel with contracted brow : 
Accuse not Nature, she hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine ; and be not diffident 
Of Wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou oeed'st her nigh. 
By ittributing oyermuch to things 
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceirest. 
For, what admirest thou, what tranqwrts thee so ? 
An outside? fair, no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love ; 
Not thy subjection ; Weigh with her thyself; 
Then Vldue : Ofttimes nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on just and rig^t 
Well mantled ; of that skill the more thou know'st. 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her shows : 
Made so adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honour thou mayst loTe 
Thy mate, who sees when Ibou art seen least wise. 
But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other ; think the same vouchsafed 
To cattle and each beast; which would not be 
To them made common and divulged, if aught 
Therein enjoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passi<ni in him move. 
What higher in her society thou find'st 
Attractive, human, rational, love still ; 
In loving thou dost well, in passion not. 
Wherein true love consists not : Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges ; hath his seat 
In reason, and is judicious ; is the scale 
By which to heavenly love thou mayst ascend. 
Not sunk in carnal pleasure *, for ^bvcVv ^vsqaa^ 
Among the bewts no male tox ^«« ^st^& Vs'QSi&* 
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Him, whom to lore is to obey, and keep 

His great command : take heed lest passion sway 

Thy judgment to do angfat, which else free will 

Woidd not admit : thine, and of all thy sons, 

The weal or woe in thee is placed : beware ! 

I in thy peneFering shall rejoice. 

And aU the UeM'd: Stand fast; to ttaad or fall 

Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 

Perfect within, no outward aid require ; 

And all temptation to transgress repel. 

So saying, he arose; whom Adam thus 
Followed with benedietHnk Since to part. 
Go, hoavenly Guest, etherial Messenger, 
Sent ttom whose sovran goodness I adore! 
CJentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honoQr'd ever 
With gratefnl memory : Thon to mankind 
Be good and- friendly still, and oft retnm! 

So parted they ; tiie Angel ap to Hearen 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 
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Rural repast ; permitting him Uie while 
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And dictates to me slumberint; ; or inspires 
Easy my unpremeditated Terse : 
Since first this sabject for heroic song 
Pleased me long cboosiiig, and beginiuBg late ; 
Not sednloiu by nature to indite 
Wars, hitherto the only argnment 
Heroic deem'd ; chief mastery to dissect 
With long and tedioos havoc faUed knights 
In battles feign*d ; the better fortitude 
Of patience «nd heroic martyrdom 
Dnsong ; or to describe races and games. 
Or tilting famitnre, imblazon'd shields. 
Impresses qoaint, caparisons and steeds, 
Btfses and tinael trappings, gorgeous knights 
At Joitot in^ toorwunent; then marshal'd feast 
Serred up in hall with sewers and seneshab ; 
The skill of artifice or office mean. 
Not that which justly gives heroic name 
To person or to poem. Me, of these 
Nor skilled nor studious, higher argument 
Remains ; sufficient of itself to raise 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
Depressed ; and much they may, if all be mine. 
Not hers, who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 
'Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd the horizon round : 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On Man's destruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless returned. 
By night he fled, and at midnight returned 
From compassing the earth ; cautious of day, 
Since Uriel, regent of the sun* descried. 
His entrance, and forewarn* diVie C»\i«rQ^^\\a 
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AVith second thoaghts, reforming what was old ! 

For what God, after better, worse wonld build? 

Terrestrial Heaven, danced ronnd by other Heavens 

That shine, jet bear their bright officioas lamps, 

Light abore lig^t, for thee alone, as seeais. 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 

Of sacred inflaenoe ! As God in Heayen 

Is centre, yet extendi to all ; so thon. 

Centring, receivest from all those orbs : in thee 

Not in Uiemselves, all their known yirtne appears 

Prodactive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 

Of creatures animate with gradual life 

Of growth, sense, reason, idl snmm'd up in Man. 

WiUi what driight could I hare walk'd thee round, 

If I could joy in aught, sweet interchange 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains. 

Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crowned. 

Rocks, dens, and caves ! But I in none of these 

Find place or refuge ; and the more I see 

Pleasures about me, so much more I feel 

Torment within me, as from the hateful siege 

Of contraries : all good to me becomes 

Bane, and in Heaven much worse would be my state. 

But neither here seek I, no nor in Heaven 

To dwell, unless by mastering Heaven's Supreme ; 

Nor hope to be mysdf less miserable 

By what I seek, bat others to make such 

As I, though thereby worse to me redound : 

For only in destroying I find ease 

To my relenHeas thoughts ; and, him destroy 'd, 

Or won to what may work his utter loss. 

For whom all this was made, all this will soon 

Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe; 

In woe then ; that destruction wide maj range : 

To me shall be the glory sole among 

The infernal Powers, in one day to have marr'd 

What he, Almighty styled, six nights and days 

Continued making; and who knows how lon^ 

Before had been oontim\n^t i^Mra^v^s^^'^ 
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So Mjing, throagfa each thicket dank or drj. 
Like a' black mist low-creeping, he held on 
His midnight search, where soonest he mig^t find 
The serpent ; him £ut sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roll'd. 
His hMul the midst, well stored with sabtile wiles. 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 
Nor nocent yet ; bat, on the grassy herb. 
Fearless nnfear'd he Blq;>t : in at. his month 
The DctQ enter'd ; and his bmtal sense. 
In heart or head, possessing, soon inspired 
With act intelligential ; bat his sleep 
Disturbed not, waiting close the i^ifnxMch of mom. 
Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the hamid ikhrers, that breathed 
Their morning incense, when all things that breathe. 
From the Earth's great altar send ap silent praise 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 
Widi gratefal smell, forth came die haman pair. 
And join'd their vocal worship to the qaire 
Of creatures wanting voice ; that done, partake 
The season, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 
Then commane, how that day they best may jdy 
Their growing work : for much their work outgrew 
The hands' dispatch of two gardening so wide. 
And Eve first to her husband thus began : 

Adam, well may we labour still to dress 
This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower, 
Onr pleasant task enjoin'd ; bat, till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows, 
Laxurious by restraint ; what we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind. 
One nig^t or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advise, 
Or bear what to my mind first dioughts present : 
Let us divide our labours ; thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 
The clasping ivy wbere \o c\Vis^ft \ '^vVi^^X^ 
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Casual discourse draw on *, wiuv- 

Our day's work, brougbt to UtOe, ihoiltf^ ^*^%nii 

Early, and the hour of supper QOIBM tUMlI^'d/ 

To whom mild answer Adam dins retam'd : 
Sole Eve, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare above ail living creatures dear ! 
AVell hast thoa motion'd, well thj thoD^ts emplo 
How we might best fnlfill the woric wfaioh here 
God hath assigned ns ; nor of me shalt pass 
Unpraised : for nothing lovdlier can be found 
In wouian, than to study household good. 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 
Lahour, as to debar us ^en we need 
Refreshment, whether food or talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles ; for smQes from reason flo 
To brute denied, and are of love the food ; 
Love, not the lowest end of human life. 
For not to irksome toil, but to delight. 
He made us, and delight to reason join'd. 

-•.f).« and bowers djmbt not but our joir 
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Watches, no doubt, with ^eedj hope to find 
His wish and best advantag^e, ns asunder ; 
Hopeless to circomvent as join'd, where each 
To other speedy aid might lead at need : 
Whether his fini desiga be to witbdnnr 
Onr feiilty Iraiii Qod, or to disturb y. ■ 
Conjngal lore, than wfaidi peibapft'no bliM 
Enjojrd by as exdtes Us emry more ; 
Or this, or worse, leave not the fiuthfal side 
That gave thee b^ng, still shadee thee, and proCeets. 
The wife, where dasher mr dishoaoor larks. 
Safest and seeanliest by her hotbaad stays. 
Who guards her, or with her the worst endares. 

To whom the Tirgin majesty fi^ Eto, 
As one who lores, nid some vnkiadnese aioetiy 
With sweet anstere oompofore thns replied : 

Offspring of HeaTea and Earth, and ah Earth's Lord ! 
Th/it sach an enemy we have, who seeks 
Oar rain, both by thee informed I learn. 
And firom the parting Angel OTeriward, 
As in a shady nook I stood behind, 
Jost then retnm'd at shot of erening towers. 
Bat, that thoa shoaldst my firmness therelore doabt 
To God or thee, beoanse we hare a foe 
May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His Tiolence thoa fear*st not, being soeh 
As we, not capable of death or paia. 
Can eidier not recei? e, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and lore 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduced ; 
Thoughts, which how found they barbonr in thy breast, 
Adam, misthoogfat of her to tiiee so dear? 

To whom witii healing words Adam replied : 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve ! 
For such thou art ; from sin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence fnmi my sig^t, but to avoid 
The titempi hself, intei^led b^ <mx %m. 
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And what is faith, love, virtue, unassay'd 
Alone, without es.terior help sustain'd ? 
Let us DOt then suspect our happy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise. 
As not secure to single or combined. 
Frail is oar happiness, if thb be so. 
And Eden were bo Eden, thus exposed. ' 
To whom thus Adam ferrently replied : 
O Woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordain'd them : His creating hand 
Kothing imperfect or deficient left 
Of all that he created, much less Man, 
Or aaght that might his hi^py state secure. 
Secure from outward force ; within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his power : 
Against his will he can receive no harm. 
But God left free the will j for what obeys 
Reason, is free ; and Reason he made right. 
But bid her well beware, and still erect ; 
Lest, by some fair-appearing good surprised. 
She dictate false ; and misinform the will 
To do what God expressly hath forbid. 
Not then mistrust, but tender love, enjoins, 
111 at I should mind thee oft ; and mind thou me* 
Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve ; 
Since Reason not impossibly may meet 
Some specious object by the foe subom'd, 
And fall into deception, unaware. 
Not keeping strictest watch, as she was warn'd. 
Seek not temptation then, which to avoid 
Were better, and most likdy if from ^e . ' 
Thou sever not : trial will come unsought. 
Wonldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 
First thy obedience ; the other .wly>. can know. 
Not seeing thee attempted, who attest? 
But, if thou think, trial unsought may find 
Us both securer than thus warn'd thou seem'sty 
Go ; for thy stay, not free, absents thee more \ 
Go in ibj aative Innocence, rely 
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Mara Mrpent in ^tpautDCe, foiih «u oama ; 

And OP hu quit, wben likcliatl be migbt find 

Thg.onlj two of mankind, bnt in Ibem 

The whcda uwladed not, hii porpaied prej. 

In bower uid field he lought, where uij tafi 

or grave or garden plot more pleuaotli}'. 

Their taoduwe, or plinUtion for delight ; 

Bj fDnnUin or by ahidj riTiiIet 

He naght them both, bat wiah'd hii faq> might find 

Ere Bepanle ; be wiah'd, but not with hope 

Of wbK to seldom chwioed ; nfaen to hia wiab, 

Bejood bia hope. Eve aepanle he ipiea, 

VeiI'd io k olond of fiiigruoe, where abe alood, 

Hilfepied, ao thick the roiei bluhing roand 

About her glow'd, oft itoopisg to lapport 

Each flower of (lender itallf , whose head, thongh gay 

CamatioD, pnrple, azore, or apeak'd witb gold, 

Hong drooping maagtaJo'd ; them «he npttajt 

Geotlj with mjrlle band, mindleaa the while 

Herielf, thongh faireet nmnpported flower, 

From ber beat prop u> lar, and itorm w nlgb. 

Nearer he drew, and manj a walk trar^sed 

Of italelieat corert, oedar, pine, or palm ; 

Then Tolable and bold, now hid, now leen. 

Among tbiok-woTen aiboiete, and flowers 

Embroider'd on eaob bank, the band of Eve : 

Spot more delioioaa then thoae gardens feign'd 

Or of revired Adonia, or renoKu'd 

Alcinona, boat of old Laertes' iOD ; 

Or tbst, not mjatic, where the aapient king 

Held dalUuice with bis fair Egyptian spoaae. 

Mucb be the place admired, the person more. 

As one wbo long in popnloas oily pent, 

Where honies thick and lewerB annoj the air. 

Forth isanjng on a iDituner't mom, to breathe 

Among (ha pleasant villagea and liuma 

Adjoin'd, fnm each thing met Donomvea del^t ; 

The amell of grain, or tedded grass, or kiaa. 
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Her gpraceiiu iiiii«#«/M.wy — 
Of gestare, or least action, overawed 
His malice, and with rapine sweet berei 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brov 
u That space the Evil One abstracted stoc 

; From his own evfl, and for the time ren 

Stapidlj good ; of enmity disarmed. 
Of guile, of bate, of enyy, of revenge : 
Bnt the hot Hell that always in him bn 
Thongh in mid Heaven, soon ended his 
And tortures him now more, the more 1 
Of pleasure, not for him ordain*d : thei 
Fierce hate he recollects, and all his tl; 
Of mischief, gratolating, thus excites. 
Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! v 
Compulsion thus transported, to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate, not lov 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to tas 
Of pleasure ; but all pleasure to destrt 
Save what is in destroying ; other joy 
To me is lost. Then, let me not let f 
Occasion which now smiles ; behold i 
- '>«>nAiPHinA to all attempt! 
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She fur, dhiaalj bir, £t lore for Godi ■ 
Not tenibU, thm^ terror be U lota 
And bemot;. not approuli'd by >tnwg«' bats, 
U«Ie ■trooger, (iHler ibow of Iotc well bagm'd ; 
Ths waj whioh to ber nis now I tend. 

So ipake the eoemj of nuwluul, cndoeed 
In Hrp«nt, inni*t« b*d1 uid tomrd Bve 
Addreu'd bii wty : net with indented one, 
PrDDe on the gtoood, u (ince ; bat oa hji reir, 
CiToolar bmM of riung foldi, thnt tower'd 
Ftdd nboTB fold, « tnrging mnne 1 hii bead 
Creited aloft, nnd earbninle hii ejea ; 
With borniah'd neok ofTerdut gold, enot 
Amidnt bin oirding; apirea, that on the grun 
Floated redondaot : pleuing wu hii ihipe 
And lovelj ; nerer since of aerpent-kind 
Lorelier, not thoie that in Illjria ohnngsd, 
Hermione and Cadmna, or the god 
In Epidaonu ; nor to which tranaform'd 
AnuDODitui Join, or Capitoline, wu seen ; 
He with Oljmpiai ; thia with ber who bon 
Soipio, tba bighlh of Roma. With tract obUqiw 
At Gn(, an ana who aoogbt aeocia, bat fmr'd 
To inteimpt, ndelong be worka bia way. 
Ai when * ^p, hj Wilful ateeraoMn wrongbt 
Nigh liver'i moatb or foreland, wfaen the *riiid 
V«en oft, aa oft «o aleen, and abifts her aail : 
So lariad he, and of bia tortnpoa tiaiB 
Cnrl'd man/ a wanton wreath id light of Bie, 
To lure bar eje ; ibe, biaied, beard the aoBBd 
Ofrnatlbg leaiea, but minded not, aa naed 
To mob diaport before hn thnmgh the field. 
Fiam etBrf beaat ; more dateou at her eall 
Tbao at Ciroaan oall tha berd diagnited. 
He, boldsr now, uocaU'd before her atood. 
Bat u in gaM admiring : oft he bow'd 
Hia torret oreat, aod atoek eaanud'd oeok, 
Fanbf ; and liok'd tbe gnmsd wbat«a»ilb*^)»^ 



Displeased that I approach thee tuns, ana gm» 
Insatiate ; I thus single ; nor hare fear'd 
Thj awful brow, more awful thus retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things living gaze on, all thingps thine 
By gift, and thj celestial beaaty adore 
With ravishment beheld ! there best beheld, 
Wh^re nniyersally admired ; bat here 
In this enclosore wild, these beasts among. 
Beholders mde, and shallow to discern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except. 
Who sees thee ? (and what is one?) who shoolc 
A Goddess among Gods, adored and served 
By Angels numberless, thy daily train. 

So glozed the Tempter, and his proem turn 
Into the heart of Eve his words made way. 
Though at the voice much marveling ; at lenj 
Not unamazed, she thus in answer spake : 

What may this mean? language of man pr 
By tongue of brute, and human sense exprest 
The first, at least, of these I thought denied 
To beasts ; whom God, on their creation-daj 
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. To whom tba guileful Tmnpler tbiu replied ; 
EnprsM of this fair worid, reaplendeiit Ere ! 
Eu7 tn ne it ii to tall thee ill [obej'd : 

'Wliat ttaoa oommud'it; and rigfat thou ihonldat bo 
1 wu at Grat aa other baaata that grasa 
The trodden herb, of abject thoDghti and low, 
Aa waa mj food ; nor aagbt but food diaoeni'd 
Or aex, and apprebanded Dothiag bigh : 
Till, on a da; roviog the field, 1 ohanoed 
A pfOdl; tree fu dialaot to behold 
La«den with fruit of faireat eoloora mii'd, 
Roddy tnd gold : I nearer dieir to gaze ; 
When from the bonglu a »T0tU7 odour Uowu, 
Grateful to appetite, more pleased mj aenia 
Tbaa imell of aweeteil fennel, or the teata 
Of ewe or goat dropping with mjllc at even, 
Unauok'd of lamb or kid, that taad their plaj. 
To >atiifj the aharp daaire I had 
Of taatiug tboae ^r applea, I reaolTed 
Not to defer ; biuger and thiial at once, 
Foweifol persuadera, quicken'd at the scent 
Of that allaring fmil, urged me ao keen. 
About the moaiy tmnk I wDand me aoon ; 
For, bigb from ground the bruiobea would require 
Thj ntmoal reaob or Adam'a : round tbe tree 
All other baiati that law, *itb like deaire 
Jjonging and envjing stood, but could not reach. 
Amid tbe tree now got, where plenty haug 
Tempting so nigb, to pluck and eat mj Gil 
I ipared noti for, auch pleaauie till that bonr. 
At feed or fountain, never bad I foond. 
Sated at length, ate long I might perceive 
Strange alteration iri me, to degree 
Of reaion in m; inwud powers ; and apeeeb 
Wanted not long; tbongh to Ihia abape retaiu'd. 
Thenoefbrth to ■peonlBtioni high or deep 
I tom'd mj thooghls, and with capaciona mind 
Coniider'd all things Tisifale in Haaren. 
Or Kirth, sr Middle -, all thut^ fux wA. ^«&-- 
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Of prohibition, raot of aU oar woe ; 
Which when she utm, thus to her gvide she gpiike : 
Serpent, we might hare spared oar eoming hither, 
FmitleM to me, though finiit he here to excess. 
The credit of whose rirtae rest with thee ; 
Wondrous indeed, if cause of such effects. 
Bat of this treewe maj not taste nor touch ; 
God so commanded, and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice ; the rest, we lire 
Law to ourselves ; our reason is ovr law. 

To whom the Tempter guilefullj replied : 
Indeed! hath God then said that of the fruit 
Of all these garden-trees je shall not eat. 
Yet Lords declared of all in earth or air? 

To whom thus Ere, jet sinless : Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the gaiden we maj eat ; 
But of the fruit of this frir tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat 
Thereof, nor shall je touch it, lest ye die. 

She scarce had said, though brief, when now mmre bold 
The Tempter, but with show of zeal and love 
To Man, and indignatioo at his wrong. 
New part pute on ; and, as to passion moved, 
Fluctuates distarb'd, jet comelj and in act 
Raised, as of scnne great matter to begin. 
As when of old some orator reoown'd. 
In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourished, since mute ! to some g^eat cause address'd, 
Stood in himself collected ; while each part, 
Motion, each act won audience ere the tongue : 
Sometimes in highth began, as no delaj 
, Of prefisce brooking, through his aseal of right : 
So standing, moving, or to highdi wp grown. 
The Tempter, all inqMssion'd, thus began : 

O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of science i now 1 feel th j power 
Within me clear ; not onl j to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the wajs 
Of hii^Mst agento, deem'd h«»wef «k Vua« 
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Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whoflo eats thereof forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave? and wherein lies 
The offence, that Man shonld thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hnrt him, or thb tree 
Impart against his will, if all be his? 
Or is it envy? and can envy dwell 
In heavenly breasts? — These, these, and many more 
Causes iiQpfirt your need of this fair fruit. ^-^ 
Goddess hu^iaiie, reach then, and freely taste ! 

He ended; and his words, replete with guile. 
Into her heart too easy entrance won ; 
Fix'd on the fruit she gazed, which to behold 
Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason to her seeming, and with truth : 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and waked 
An eager aj^tite, raised by the smell 
So savoury of that fruit, which with desire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste. 
Solicited her longing eye ; yet first 
Pausing awhile, thus to herself she mused : 

Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits. 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admired ; 
Whose taste, too long forborne, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for speech to speak thy praise : 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 
CVmceals not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledge, knowledge both of good and evil ; 
Forbids us then to taste! but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want; "^ 
For good unknown sure is not had : or, had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know. 
Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise? 
Such pn^bitions bind not. But if death 
Bind ns with alter-bands, what ^^fita thfiA. 
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Shdl t«Da Ikee, ud tk* f«rtil« bardH ewe 
or tfaj tbU biuoliw ofv'd An to dl 1 , 
TiU, 4i«t4b; tbM, I gnw miMn <. T 
In ksowledgt, u b* S«di, who ill AbgtkMWi 
Tboogli oiken mit; wkat tb« j oaonot giTi : 
For, had tba gift bcaa Itain, H hwl >ot hers / 
That growB^ ExpntSEf >»**> *" t^«* ' olra^ ' 
Best gnid* ; sot faUawisg thee, I hmd maaU'd. 
In ignoRDDfl ; thou cqten'at wiadoB'A waj, . '^ ■ 
And giTut meeetBt tfaoag;b Herat aba Tatiraf - 
And 1 pariiapi am laorali HaaTen ia tai^. 
High, aod ramota to aaa fttnn IIhdob diatlset 
Eaoh thing od Earth ; and othar oan pailup* 
Mij have diiertsd &i>ia ooDtianal watch 
Onr great Porbidder, ufe with all hii rplee 
Abont bin. Bnt to Adue in otut aort 
Shall I appear! ihiU I to hita make kaowa 
Ab jet Dj ohange, and gil* him to partake 
Poll hqipineai with nu, or rather aot, 
Bnt keep the oddi of knowledge in mj pevei 
WithoDt copartner? ao to add what wanta 
In female aei, the more to draw hia lore. 
And render me taore eqaai ; and partiapa, 
A Ihiog not ondeairabla, aoBietiBie 
Saperior; lor inrerior, who ia freaT 
Thii maj be well : Bat what if God hare aaen. 
And death enioe? llteD I ihall be no morel 
And Adam, wedded to anather Era, 
^ Shall lire with her enjojing, I extinct; 
A death to think 1 Confimi'd thee I reaolra, 
Adam ahall ahare with me in bliaa or woe \ 
So dear 1 lore him, that with him all deathe 
I could endure, withoat him lire so life. 

So aajing, from the tree her atep ahe tnmM \ 
Bnt firal low reiereDoe doM, aa to the Power 
. That dwelt within, whoae preaenoe had iaftiaed 
Into the plant aciantiBl a^, deriTed 
From oeelar, driak of Goda. Adam the while, 
Wailisg deairoaa her ntan, Wk-iroi* 
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And forth to meet her went, 
That mom when first they p 
Of knowledge he most pass 
Scarce from the tree retam 
A bough of fairest fruit, thf 
New gathered, and ambrosit 
To him she hasted ; in her 
Came prologue and apologj 
Which, with bland words a 
Hast thou not wonder*d. 
Thee I have miss'd, and tht 
Thy presence ; agony of lo^ 
Not felt, nor shaU be twice 
Mean I to try, what rash u 
The pain of absence from tl 
Hath been the cause, and ^ 
This tree is not, as we are 
Of danger tasted, or to evi 
Opening the way, but of di 
To open eyes, and make tfa 
And hath been tasted such 
Or not restrained as we, or 
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For bliss, as Hioa hast part, to me is bliss ; 
Tedious, unshared with thee, and odious soon. 
Thou therefore also taste, that equal lot 
May join us, equal joy, as equal lore ; 
Lest, thou not tasting, different degree 
Disjoin us, and I then too late renounce 
Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit. 

Thus Ere, with countenance blithe her story told ; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing gloVd. 
On the other side Adam, soon as he heard ^ 
The fatal trespass done by Eve, amazed, 
Astonied stood and blank, while horror chill 
Ran through his yeins, and all his joints relax'd ; 
From his slack hand the garland wreathed for Eve 
Down dropp'd, and all the faded roses shed ; 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke : 

O fairest of Creation, last and best 
Of all God's works. Creature in whom exceU'd 
Whateyer can to sight or thought be form'd. 
Holy, diyine, good, amiable, or sweet! 
How art thou lost! how on a sudden lost. 
Defaced, deflower'd, and now to death devote ! 
Rather, how, hast thou yielded to transgress 
The strict forbiddance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden! Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguiled thee, yet unknown. 
And me with thee hath ruin'd ; for with thee 
Certain my resolution is to die : 
How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly joined. 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn ! 
Should G^od create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 
Woidd never from my heart: no, no! I feel 
The link of Nature draw me: flesh of flesh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy state 
Mine never shall be parted, bliss or woe. 

So having^ said^^as one from sad. ^mv{ 
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Mj own in thee, for wliat thou art is mine; 
Onr state cannot be sever'd ; we are one, 
One flesh ; to lose thee were to lose myself. 

So Adam ; and thus Eve to him repUed : 
O glorioas trial of exceeding love, 
Illostrioas evidence, example high ! 
Engaging ,me to emnlate ; but, short 
Of thy .perfection, how shall I attain, 
Adam, from whose dear side I boast me spnu^;. 
And gladly of our union hear thee speak, 
Ooe heart, one soul in both ; whereof good proof 
This day affords, declaring thee resolved. 
Rather than death, or aught than death more dread. 
Shall separate ns, link'd in love so dear. 
To undergo with me one guilt, one crime. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit; 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds. 
Direct, or by occasion) hath presented 
This happy trial of thy love, which else 
So eminently never had been known? 
Were it I thought death menaced would ensue 
This my attempt, I would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 
Pernicious to thy peace ; chiefly assured 
Remarkably so late of thy so true, 
So faithful, love uneqnal'd : but I feel 
Far otherwise the event; not death, but life 
Augmented, q>en'd eyes, new hopes, new joys. 
Taste so divine that what of sweet before 
Hath touched my sense flat seems to this, and harsh* 
On my experience, Adam, freely taste, 
And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So saying, she embnused him, and for joy 
Tenderly w^t; much won, that he his love 
Had so ennobled, as of choice to incur 
Divine displeasure for her sake, or death. 
Iff recompense (for such compliance bad 
S^ch reoonpense best merits) &om ^t^\sff(^^ 
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Original : while Adam to 

Eating his fill ; nor Ere 1 

Her former trespass fear' 

Him with her lored socif 

As with new wine intoxic 

They swim in mirth, and 

Divinity within them bre 

Wherewith to scorn the « 

Far other operation first 

Carnal desire inflaming ; 

Began to cast lascivious 

As wantonly repaid ; in 

Till Adam thus 'gan £v< 

Eve, now I see thou t 

And elegant, of si^iencc 

Since to each meaning si 

And palate call jndicioa 

Yield thee, so well this 

Much pleasure we have 

From this delightful fni 

True relish, tasting ; if 
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Of amoront intent ; well nndentood 

Of Eve, wbose eje darted contagions fire. 

Her hand he seized) and to a shadj hank 

Thick orerhead with yerdant roof imhower'd. 

He led her nothing loath ; flowers were the coach, 

Pansies, and yiolets, and asphodel. 

And hyacinth ; Earth's freshest softest lap. 

There thej their fill of lore and lore's disport 

Took largely, of their mntaal guilt the seal. 

The solace of their sin ; till dewj sleep 

Oppressed them, wearied with their amorons play. 

Soon as the force of that fallacious firoit, ' 

That with exhilarating vapoor bland 

Abont their spirits had play'd, and inmost powers 

Made err, was now exhaled ; and grosser deep. 

Bred of unkindly fiimes, wiUi conscious dreams 

Incnmber'd, now had left them : up they rose 

As from unrest; and, each the other yiewing. 

Soon found their eyes how open'd, and their minds 

How darkened ; innocence, that as a veil 

Had shadoVd them from knowing ill, was gone : 

Just confidence, and natiye righteousness. 

And honour, from about them, naked left 

To guilty Shame ; he cover'd, but his robe 

Uncorer'd more. So rose the Danite strong, 

Herculean Samson, from the harlot lap 

Of Philistean Dalilah, and waked 

Shorn of his strength, They destitute and bare 

Of all their Tirtue : Silent, and in face 

€k>nfounded, long they sat, as stricken mute : 

Till Adam, though not less than Eye abash'd. 

At length gave utterance to these words ocMDstrain'd : 

O Eve, in eyil hour thou didst give ear 
To that false worm, of whomsoever taught 
To counterfeit Man's Toice; true in our fall. 
False in our promised rising ; since our eyes 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and eril: good lost, and evil got\ 

■i 
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Be sure then. — How shau m. wx..... 
Henceforth of God or Angel, erst with j< 
And rapture so oft beheld? Those heave 
Will dazzle now this earthlj with their I 
Insafferabl J bright. O ! might I here 
In solitude live savage ; in some glade 
Obscured, where highest woods, impeaei 
To star or sunlight, spread their umbn^ 
And brown as evening : Cover me, ye Pi 
Ye Cedars, with innumerable boughs 
Hide me, where I may never see them i 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to 
The parts of each from other, that seen 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves 
And girded on our loins, may oover re 
Those middle parts ; that this new co; 
\ There sit not, and reproach us as uno' 
So oounsel'd he, and both together 
Into the thickest wood ; there 80<m t 
"^ *- ♦r*»e ; not that kind for fruit • 



PAK&DI8B IjOSF. Sll 

And, whii what ikHI Ofj had, togMha Mw'd, 

To gird their wuft ; tub cmariBg, if to Uda 

Tbair goill ud drMdml ihBu! O, how aalika 

To tbalfintndudgloiT! Soch oflito - 

Cvlambiu fomid die ABieriuB, k> girt 

With feMfaer'd oinctDre ; niked eba, lad nild 

AmtMig tb« tre«i on ijIflB md woodj ftbom. 

Tbm rsDced, and, u thcj tbongbl, their ibaae ia put 

Cover'd, bat not at reit or aaio of miadT 

Tfa«j aat them down to weep; nor imlj leiza 

Rain'd at their ejee, bat high wiodi wone mlhia 

Began to riM, high paiiioai, anger, hate, 

Hiitnit, Hupiuon, diicord ; and ahook aorv 

Their inward itate ot iiuBd, oalm region onw- 

And (nU of peace, aow tou'd aad tari>^nt:/.<'. . 

For UnletataodiBg ralad not, and tba WBI ' 

Heard not bar ton ; both ia Hibieotioa myw 

To HDUial appelate, wbo frov beneatb 

Uni>)Hng over •oirao Bvaaon claim'd 

Sapciin iiiBf : From thai diatamper'd breaat, 

Adam, eitra^ed ia la<A and alter'd atjle, 

Speech intermitted thai to Erereoew'd: 

Wonld tbon badat barkened to mj wordi, aad itaid 
With me, ae I besadght tlwe, when that strange 

I know not wbence poeaeaa'd thee; we had Aea 4 

Bemaiii^d atill happj; not aa now, deipoiJ'd 

Of all our good ; ibamed, naked, miaerable '. 

Let DODe bcDCeforlb *eek needleu oanae to appmre 

Hie fiilb the; owe ; wbeo eaisertlj tbej leek 

Soeb proof, oooclode, tbej then bogia to bil. 

To wbon, HOD mored wilhloooh of bliae, thiu Ere 1 
What worda hare paai'd tbjlipe, Adam, leTere! 
Impalait tboa that to m; deholt, m will 
Of waoderisg a* thoa eall'ft il, wkidi nha kaowa 
But mi^t aa ill hare h^qnn'd tbra bring bj, 
OrtothjaaKpaA^a? Hadat thoa bean than, 
Or heia Iha allaMpt, Ihou oooUat aot haia diaeoia'd 
Fnnd ia Iha Saiput, fft»lLta% aa^ ■V^uf, 
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Going into sium. ^. 
Too facile then, thoa didst nut .». 
Nay, didat permit, approve, and i 
Hadst thon been firm and fix'd in 
Neither had I transgres8*d, nor tl 
To whom, then first incensed, i 
Is this the love, is this the recom 
Of mine to thee, ingratefnl Eve! . 
Immntable, when thou wert lost, 
.Who might have lived, and joy*d 
Yet willingly chose rather death - 
And am I now upbraided, as the 
Of thy transgressing? Not enouf 
It seems, in thy restraint : Wha 
I wam'd thee, I admonished the 
The danger, and the larking en 
That lay in wait; beyond this 1 
And force upon free will hath ' 
But confidence then bore thee 
Either to meet no danger, or ^ 
Mattw of glorious trid ; and 
I also erred, in overmach adr 
— »M in thee so oerfi 
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Mkahwhile th« h«n0Di ind dupiterul sot 

Of SdtaD, done in Pindiii ; ud how 

He, in the Serpent, hid peireried Ets, 

Hai hubud the, (o lute the filil frnil, 

Wu kBawn in Henen ; tor whit cui KsMpt the ejt 

or God mlt-aeein;, or deraiie hia heirt 

OmninaentT who, in all thing! «ri>e ud Jut, 

Hindsr*d not 8it«u to altempt the mind 

or Han, with itrengtb entire and free will inn'd. 

Complete to hne diHDter'd «nd repnlasd 

Whiterer wilei of foe or uenung; friend. 

For itill thej knew, and onght to' hiTe itill remnabtr'd. 

The hi^ injunetiaD, not to tute that fruit, 

Wboerer tempted ; whiofa lh«] «A. oXnymii 



Gntrance nnsveu. — 
From Earth arrived at Heaven-g^te, auty 
All were who heard ; dim Sadness did no 
That time celestial yisag^s, jret, mix*d 
With pity, violated not their bliss. 
About the new-arrived, in maltitades 
The etherial people ran, to hear and knoi 
How all befell: They towards the throne 
Accountable, made haste, to make appea] 
With righteous plea, their utmost vigil an 
And easily approved : when the Most H 
Eternal Father, from his secret cloud. 
Amidst in thunder utter'd thus his voice 
Assembled Angels, and ye Powers re 
From unsuccessful charge, be not dismt 
Nor troubled at these tidings from the < 
Which your sincerest care could not pr 
Foretold so lately what would come to 
When first this Tempter cross'd the gi 
I told ye then he should prevail, and s 
On his bad errand ; Man should be se 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
• « -- MotrAr: no decree of min 
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Forbesranoe no aoqnittanee, ere daj esd* 
Justice shall sot retom as bowitj sconi'd* 
Bat whom send 1 to jadge tbem? when but thee. 
Vicegerent Son? To thee I have transferred 
All judgment, whether in Heaven, or Earth, or Hell. 
Easy it may be seen that I intend 
Mercy colleagne with Justice, sending thee, 
Man's friend, his Mediator, his design'd 
Both ransom and Redeemer Tolnntary, 
And destined Man himself to judge Man fallen. 
So spake die Father; and, unfolding bright 
Toward the right hand his glory, on the Son 
Blazed forth unclouded Deity : He fnll 
Resplendent aU his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus divinely answered mild : 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy wiU 
Supreme ; that thou in me, thy Son beloved^ 
Mayst ever rest well pleased. I go to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors; but tlwa know'st, 
Whoever judged, the worst on me must light. 
When time i^all be ; for so I undertook 
Before thee ; and, not repenting, this obtain 
Of right, that I may mitigate their domn 
On me derived ; yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy as may illastrate most 
Them fully satisfied, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judged. 
Those two ; the third best absent is oondemn'd. 
Convict by flight, and rebel to all law : 
Conviction to the serpent none bel<mgs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 
Of high collateral glory; Him Thrones, and Powers, 
Princedoms, and Dominations ministrant, 
Accompanied to Heaven-gate; from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay. 
Dnwn he deseniulfid strainlit : th« iimifMi of Oodii 



To sentence au.^^ 

Now walking in the garden, uj »^. 
Brought to their ears, while daj de< 
And from his presence hid themsel 
The thickest tre^s, both man and « 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd i 

Where art thon, Adam, wont wri 
Jdj coming seen far off? I miss th( 
Not pleased, thus entertain'd with i 
"Where obvions dntj ere whOe ^»p4 
Or come I less cmispiciioas, or wh 
Absents thee, or what chance deta' 

He came ; and with him Eve, mo 
To offend; discountenanced both, 
Lore was not in their looks, eithe 
Or to each other; bat apparent g 
And shame, and pertorbation, an 
Anger, and obstinacy, and hate. 
Whence Adam, faltering long, tl 

I heard thee in the garden, ai 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself 
The gracious Judge without re^ 
•-•* ♦hou oft hast bearc' 
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Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 

I should conceal, and not expose to hlame 

By my complaint: hat strict necessity 

Subdne^ me, and calamitons constraint; 

Lest on my head both sin and punishment 

However insupportable, be all 

]>eTolTed ; though should I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouldst easily detect what I conceal. — 

This Woman, whom thou madest to be my help. 

And gayest me as thy perfect gift, so good. 

So fit, so acceptable, so divine. 

That from her hand I could suspect no 01, 

And what she did, whaterer in itself. 

Her doing seem'd to justify the deed ; 

She .gave me of the tree, and I did ei^ 

To whom the Sovran Presence thus replied : 
Was she thy God, that her thou didst obey 
Before-*his voice? or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee above her made of thee. 
And for thee, whose perfection far excelled 
Hers in all real dignity? Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely, to attract 
Thy love, not thy subjection ; and her gifts 
Were such, as under government well seemed ; 
Unseemly to bear rule ; which was thy part 
And person, hadst thou known thyself aright* 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few: 
Say, Woman, what is this which thou hast done? 

To whom sad Eve, with shame nigh overwhelmed. 
Confessing soon, yet not before her Judge 
Bold or loquacious, thus abashed replied : 
The Serpent me beguiled, and I did eat. 

Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on the accused 
Serpent, though brute ; unable to transfer 
The guilt on Mm who made him instrnmeDt 
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And on the Serpent tiras ma ««.^. . 

BecaoM thou hast done this thoa art aoe 
Above all cattle, each bea«t of the field ; 
Upon thy belly groveling thoa shalt go. 
And doat shalt eat all the days of thy life. 
Between thee and the woman I will pat 
Enmity, and between thine and her seed ; 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thoa braise 

So spake this oracle, then verified 
When Jesos, Son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from H 
Prince of the ur, then, rising from his gra 
SpoiI'd Principalities and Powers, triampi 
In open show ; and, with ascension bright 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurp'd ; 
Whom be shall tread at last under our fe« 
Even he, who now foretold his fatal bruit 
And to the woman thus his sentence tan 

Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children thoa shalt ^ 
^n «nrrow forth ; and to thy husband's i 

*-* ^wAii tliAA ithall 1 



PARADISE LOST. 219 

In the sweat of thy faoe dialt thou eat bread. 
Till thou retain onto the gronnd; for thoa 
Oat of the grroond wast taken, know thy birth, 
For dast thoa art, and shalt to dnst retan. 

So judged he Man, both Judge and Savioor sent; 
And the instant stroke of death, denonnced that day, 
RemoTed far off; then, pitying how they stood 
Before him naked to the air, that now 
Mast saffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume ; 
As when he washed his servants feet ; so now 
As father of his family, he clad 
Their nakedness with skins of beasts, or slain. 
Or as the snake with yoathfal coat repaid ; 
And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 
Nor he their outward only with the skins 
Of beasts, but inward nakedness much more 
Opprobrious, with his robe of righteousness 
Arraying, covered from his Father's sight* 
To him with swift ascent he up retum*d. 
Into his blissful bosom reassumed 
In glory, as of old; to him appeased 
All, though all-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 
Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

MeanwhOe, ere thus was sinn'd and judged on Earth, 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, 
In counterriew within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pass'd through. 
Sin opening ; who thus now to Death began : 

O Son, why sit we here each other yiewittg 
Idly, while Satan, oar great author, thrires 
In other worlds, and happier seat provides 
For us, his offspring dear? It cannot be 
But that success attends him ; if mishi^, . 
Ere this he had returned, with fury driven 
By his avengers ; since no place like this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 



If or lieain irom oia uu punci oow 
Bat, lest the difficulty of passing I 
Stay his retam perhaps over this ( 
Impassable, imperyioas ; let ns tr 
AdTentaroiis work, yet to thy pon 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell to that ; 
Where Satan now prevails ; a moi 
Of merit high to all the infernal h 
Easing their passage hence, for ii 
Or transmigration, as their lot shi 
Nor can I miss the way, so stron{ 
By this new-felt attraction and in 

Whom thus the meagre shadow 
Go, whither Fate and inclination 
Leads thee ; I shall not lag behin 
.The way, thou leading ; such a s< 
Of carnage, prey innomerable, an 
The saTonr of death from all thin 
Nor shall I to the work thon enti 
Be wanting, but afford thee eqna 

So saying, with delight he snn 
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Sagaoions of hii quarry from so far. 

Tbem both from out Hell gates, into the waste 

Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dark. 

Flew diverse ; and with power (their power was great) 

Hovering upon the waters, what thej met 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 

Toss'd up and down, together crowded drove, 

From each side shoaling towards the mouth of Hell : 

As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 

Upon the Cronian sea, together dnve 

Mountains of ice, that stop the imagined way 

Beyond Petsora eastward, to the rich 

Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 

Death with his mace petnfic, cold and dry. 

As with a trident, smote ; and fix'd as firm 

As Delos, floating once ; the rest his look 

Bound' with Gorgonian rigour not to move ; 

And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate. 

Deep to the roots of Hell the gathered beach 

They fastened, and the mole immense wrought on 

Over the foaming deep high-arch'd, a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 

Immovable of this now fenceless world, 

Forfeit to Death ; from hence a passage broad. 

Smooth, easy, inoffensive, down to Hell. 

So, if great things to small may be compared, 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 

From Susa, his Memnonian palace high. 

Came to the sea ; and, over Hellespont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd. 

And soonrged with many a stroke the indignant waves. 

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock. 

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 

Of Satan to the selfsame place where he 

First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 

From out of Chaos to the outside bare 

Of this round world : with pins of adamant 
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For I DO sokmer in my heart divued, 

My heart, which by a secret harmoay 

Still moves with thiae, jmn'd in connexion sweet, 

That thoa on earth hadst prospered, which thy looks 

Now also evidence, bat straight I felt, 

Thoagh distant from thee worlds between, yet Mt, 

That I mnst after t^ee, with this thy son ; 

Soch fistal oonseqoence unites ns three ! 

Hell coold no longer hold ns in onr bounds, 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 

Detain from following thy illustrious track. 

Thou hast achieyed our liberty, confined 

Within Hell-gates till now ; thou us impower'd 

To fortify thus far, and overlay. 

With this portentous bridge, the dark abyss. 

Thine now is all this woiid ; thy virtue hath won 

What thy hands builded not; thy wisdom gained 

With odds what war hath lost, and fully avenged 

Our foil in Heaven ; here thou shalt monarch reign,' 

There didst not ; there let him still victor sway. 

As battle hath adjudged ; from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things, parted by the empyreal bounds. 

His quadrature, from tiiy orbicular world ; 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne. 

Whom thus the Prince of darkness answer'd glad : 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grandchild both ; 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 
Of Satan (for 1 glory in the name. 
Antagonist of Heaven's Almighty King), 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
The infernal empire, that so near HeavMi's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met. 
Mine, with this gloriotts work ; and made one realm. 
Hell and this wm4d, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thofpnghfare. Therefore, while I 
Deaoend through darkness, on your road with ease, 
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Mj substltates 1 sena ye, aim va«,»v^ 
Plenipoteot on eacth, of matchless ml) 
Issuing from me : on joor joint vigoni 
My hold of this new kingdom all depe 
Through Sin to Death exposed by my 
If your joint power prevail, the affain 
No detriment need fear; go, aod be s 
So saying he dismiss'd them ; they 
Their coarse through thickest constel 
Spreading their bane ; the blasted sts 
And planets, planet-stmck, real eclip 
Then sofier'd. The other way Satan 
The causey to Hell gate : On either 
Disparted Chaos overbuilt exdaim'd 
And with rebounding surge the bars 
That scorn'd his indignation : throng 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pa 
And all about found desolate ; for tl 
Appointed to sit there, had left thei 
Flown to the upper world ; the rest 
Far to the inland retired, about the 
Of Pandemonium ; city and proud t 
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Retires ; or Bactrian Sophi, from the horns 

Of Turkish crescent, leares all waste bejond 

The realm of Aladnle, in his retreat 

To Tanris or Casbeen : So these, the late 

Heayen-banish'd host, left desert utmost Hell 

Many a dark league, reduced in careful walch 

Round their metropolis ; and now expecting 

Each hour their great adventurer, from the search 

Of foreign worlds : He through the midst onmark'd 

In show plebeian Angel militant ^ 

Of lowest order pass'd ; and from the door . 

Of that Plutonian haU, invisible 

Ascended his high throne ; which, under state 

Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 

Was placed in regal lustre. Down awhile 

He sat, and round about him saw unseen ; 

At last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 

And shape star-bright appeared, or brigrhter; dad 

With what permissive glory since his fall 

Was left him, or false glitter: All amazed 

At that so sudden blaze the Stygian throng 

Bent their asp^t, and whom tibey wished beheld. 

Their mighty Chief returned : loud was the acclaim: 

Forth rushed in haste the great consulting peers. 

Raised from their dark Divan, and with like joy 

Congratulant approach'd him ; who with hand 

Silence, and with these words attention, wim. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,Virtnes, Powers ; 
For in possession such, not only of right, 
I call ye, and declare ye now ; returned 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye forth 
Triumphant out of tiiis infernal pit 
Abominable, accursed, the house of woe. 
And dungeon of our tyrant : Now possess. 
As Lords, a spacious world, to our native Heaven 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great achieved. Long were to tell 
What I have done, what snffer'd; with what pain 



Mv ioara'y »t»«'8''™ '7. thence how I Jo«. 

The new ««>»*f\7 , fehric wonderful 
]i„g h.d f°«*5Xn' therein Man 
Of ah.otate perf«5^°° v, oar exile ^ 

Made happy • f "f "£4, a,e more to incre« 
Fwmhi. C'o«t«^7' pie; he. thereat 

Offended. ■".»»*/«», and aU hU world, 
To Sin and Beam » ^^ „ or alarm, 
^Hhont oar »«««* >X »<l <"" '^n 
To r^o ^' •"* SS»14 have ral^ 
To mle. a» over all ne ^ j,^,, 

Tr«7i». me '^^^ v* u .eipeit in whoae 
Me not. ^«» ** ^^at wtoch to me helo 

U enmity "^'f^.*^'! Z to hraiM ^ ^ 
Me and m».tod > \^^i^ ghall hruue 
o:. ««d (when i» "oi , „;,oha»e with 
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Of public scorn ; he wonderM, hot not long 

Had leisure, wondering at himself now more ; 

His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare ; 

His arms clung to his ribs ; his legs entwining 

Each other, till supplanted down he fell 

A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 

Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater power 

Now ruled him, punish'd in the shape he sinn'd, 

According to his dooih : he would have spoke. 

But hiss for hbs returned with forked tongue 

To forked tongue ; for now ^ere all transform'd 

Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 

To his bold riot : Dreadful was the din 

Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 

With complicated monsters head and tail. 

Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisbaena dire. 

Cerastes horn'd, Hydrus, and Elops drear. 

And Dipsas (not so thick swarm'd once the soil 

Bedropp'd with blood of Grorgon, or the isle - 

Ophiusa) ; but still greatest he the midst. 

Now Dragon grown, larger than whom the sun 

Engender'd in the Pythian vale or slime. 

Huge Python, and his power no less he seem'd 

Above the rest still to retain ; they all 

Him follow'd, issuing forth to the open field. 

Where all yet left of that revolted rout. 

Heaven-fallen, in station stood or just array ; 

Sublime with expectation when to see 

In triumph issuing forth their glorious Chief; 

They saw, but other sight instead ! a crowd 

Of ugly serpents : horror on them fell. 

And horrid sympathy ; for, what they saw. 

They felt themselves, now changing; down their amis, 

Down fell both spear and shield ; down they as fast; 

And the dire hiss renewd, and the dire form 

Catch'd by contagion ; like in ponishment, 

As in their crime. Thus was ibe applause they meant 

Tum'd to exploding hiss, triomph to shame 
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For one forbiddeo tree a maiui,u«.w 
Now risen, to work them farther woe or si 
Yet, parched with scalding thirst and bung 
Thoagh to delude them sent, coald not abs 
But on thej roU'd in heaps, and, up the tri 
Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 
That curFd Megeera ; greedily they plnck'i 
The fruitage fair to sight, like that which ] 
Near that bitaminoas lake where Sodom flt 
This, more delusive, not the touch, but tas 
Deceived ; they, fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit 
Chew'd bitter ashes, which the offended t 
With spattering noise rejected: oft they \ 
Hunger and thirst constraining ; drugged 
With batefnlest disrelish writhed their js 
With soot and cinders fill'd ; so oft they 
Idto the same illusion, not as Man 
Whom they triumphed once lapsed. Tl 
And worn with famine, long and ceasele 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they re 
-1- oninio'd, some say, to undergo 
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MeanwhOe in Paradise the hellish pair 
Too soon arriyed ; Sin, there in power before. 
Once actual ; now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death, 
Close following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse ; to whom Sin thus began : 

Second of Satan sprung, all-conquering Death ! 
What think'st thou of our empire now, though eam*d 
With travel difficult, not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to have set watch. 
Unnamed, undreaded, and thyself half starved? 

Whom thus the Sin-bom monster answer'd soon : 
To me, who with eternal famine pine. 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven ; 
There best, where most with ravine I may meet ; 
Which there, though plenteous, all too little seems 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bohnd corps. 

To whom the incestuous mother thus replied : 
Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flowers 
Feed firat ; on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ; 
No homely morsels ! and, whatever thing 
The scythe of Time mows down, devour unspared : 
Till I, in Man residing, through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect ; 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey. 
This said, they both betook them several ways. 
Both to destroy, or nnimmortal make 
An kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which the Almighty seeing, 
From his transcendent seat the Saints among. 
To those bright Orders utter'd thus his voice : 

See, with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and good created ; and had still 
Kept in that state, had not the folly of Mao 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute 
Folly to me ; so doth the Prince of Hell 
And his adherents, that with so much ease 
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Which Man's pollating sin with taint hath si 
On what was pore ; till, oramm'd and gorged, i 
"With snck'd and glutted offal, at one sUng 
Of thj victorious arm, well pleasing Son, 
Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave, a' 
Through Chaos horl'd, obstmct the month o 
For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 
Then Heaven and Earth renewed shall be mi 
To sanctitj, that shall receive no stain : 
Till then, the ourse pronounced on both prei 
He ended, and the heavenly audience loa( 
Sung Hallelujah, as the sound of seas, 
Through multitude that sung : Just are thy - 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
Who can extenuate thee? Next, to the Son, 
Destined restorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heaven and Earth shall to the ages rit 
Or down from Heaven descend. — Such was t 
Wliile the Creator, calling forth by name 
His mighty Angels, gave them several char; 
As sorted best with present things. The si 
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In synod nnbenign ; and tangfat the fix'd 

Their inflaenoe malignant when to shower, 

Which of them rising with the sun, or falling, 

Should prove tempestuous : To the winds thej set 

Their comers, when with hlustw to confound 

Sea, air, and shore ; the thunder when to roll 

With terror through the dark aerial halL 

Some saj, he bid his Angels turn askance 

The poles of earth, twice ten degrees and more. 

From the sun's axle ; thej with labour push'd 

Oblique the centric globe : Some say, the sun 

Was bid turn reins from Uie' equinoctial road 

Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 

Atlantic Sisters, and the Spartan Twins, 

Up to the Trc^ic Crab : thence down amain 

By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 

Of seasons to each clime ; else had the spring 

Perpetual smiled on earth with verdant flowers 

Equal in days and nights, except to those 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 

Had unbenighted shone, vrfaile the low sun. 

To recompense his distance, in Uieir sight 

Had rounded still the horizon, and not known 

Or east or west; which had forbid the snow 

From cold Estotiland, and south as far 

Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit 

The sun, as from Thy6stean banquet, tum'd 

His course intended ; else how had the world 

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat? 

These changes in the Heavens, though slow, produced 

Like change on sea and land; sideral blast, 

Vi^nr, and mist, and exhalation hot. 

Corrupt and pestilent; Now from the north 

Of Nommbega, and the Sameod shore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm'd with joe. 

And snow, and hail, and stormy gust and flaw. 
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— ^^ 'jvpayr, wit 

Sirocco and Libecchio. 
Ontrage from lifelesg tl 
Daughter of Sin, amonj 
Death introduced, throi 
Beast now with beaat 'i 
And fish with fish; too 
Devoured each other; n 
Of Man, but fled him; 
Glared on him passing. 
The growing miseries, v 
Already in part, though 
To sorrow abandoned, hi 
And, in a troubled sea o 
Thus to disburden sough 
O miserable of happy 
Of this new glorious wor 

The glory of that glory, ^ 
Accursed of blessed? hid 
Of God, whom to behold 
Of happiness !-Yet well. 
The misery; I deserved i 
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Shall be the execration : so, besides 

Mine own that bide upon me, ail from me 

Shall with a fierce reflux on me rebound ; 

On me, as on their natural centre, lig^t 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes ! 

Did I request thee, Maker, from my clay 

To mould me Man ? did I solicit thee 

From darkness to promote me, or here place 

In this delicious garden ? As my will 

Concurred not to my being, it were but right 

And equd to reduce me to my dust : 

Desirous to resign and render back 

All I received ; unable to perform 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 

The good I sought not. To the loss of that, 

Sufiicient penalty, why hast thou added 

The sense of endless woes ? Inexplicable 

Thy justice seems ; yet, to say truth, too late 

I thus contest ; then should have been refused 

Those terms, whatever, when they were proposed : 

Thou didst accept them : wilt thou enjoy the good. 

Then cavil the conditions? and, though God 

Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 

Prove disobedient ; and, reproved, retort. 

Wherefore didst thou beget me ? I sought it not : 

Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 

That proud excuse ? yet him not thy election. 

But natural necessity begot 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 

To serve him ; thy reward was of his grace ; 

Thy punishment then justly is at bis will. 

Be it so, for I submit ; his doom is fair. 

That dust I am, and shall to dust return : 

O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 

His hand to execute what bis decree 

Fix'd on this day? Why do I overlive? 

Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd out 
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Pnrsaes me itill, lest ali i ciuiuo., «^^ 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spiri 
Which 6<>d inspired, oannot, together 
With this corporeal clod ; then, in thi 
Or in some other dismal place, who li 
Bat 1 shall die a living death? O tho 
Horrid, if true ! Yet why 7 It was bii 
Of life that sinn'd ; what dies bat wh 
And sin ? The body properly had nei' 
All of me then shall die : let this ap| 
The doubt, since haman reach no fni 
For though Uie Lord of all be infinit 
Is his wrath also 7 Be it, Man is no* 
But mortal doom'd. How can he e 
Wrath without end on Man, whom < 
Can he make deathless death? Tha< 
Strange contradiction, which to Go< 
Impossible is held ; as argument 
Of weakness, not of power. Will 
For anger's sake, finite to infinite. 
In punish'd Man, to satisfy his rig 
Satisfied never ? That were to ext 
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To perpetuitj ; — ^Ah me ! that fear 

Comes thundering back with dreadful roTolation 

On mj defenceless head ; both Death and I 

Are foand eternal, and incorporate both ; 

Nor I on my part single ; in me all 

Posterity stands cursed ; fair patrimony 

That I must leave ye. Sons ! O, were I able 

To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ! 

So disinherited, how wonld yoa bless 

Me, now your cnrse ! Ah, why should all mankind. 

For one man's fault, thus, guiltless be condemn'd. 

If guiltless ? But from me what can proceed. 

But all corrupt ; both mind and will depraved 

Not to do only, but to will the same 

With me ? How can they then acquitted stand 

In sight of God ? Him, after all disputes. 

Forced I absolve : all my evasions vain. 

And reasonings, though through mazes, lead me still 

But to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due ; . 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldst thou support 

That burden, heavier than the earth to bear ; 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad Woman ? Thus, what thou desirest. 

And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all past example and future ; 

To Satan oidy like hoih crime and doom. 

Conscience ! into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driven me ', out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plunged ! 

Thus Adam to himself lamented loud, 
Through the still night ; not now, as ere Man fell. 
Wholesome, and cool, and mild, but with black air 
Accompanied ', with damps, and dreadful gloom ; 
Which to his evil conscience represented 
All things with double terror : on the irround 



I 



Justice i/i*.»w 

Bat Death comes not at ciui , . 

Mendf not her slowest pace for prayers 

woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, a 
With other echo late I taught jonr shad« 
To answer, and resound far other song.- 
Whom thus afflicted when sad Eye bc^e] 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nig 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assai 
But her with stem regard he thus repell 

Out of my sight, thou Serpent ! That 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyself as 
t, And hateful ; nothing wants, but that tl 

Like his, and colour serpentine, may si 
Thy inward fraud ; to warn all creatnr 
Henceforth ; lest that too heayenly for 
To hellish falsehood snare them ! But 

1 had persisted happy ; had not thy p 
And wandering vanity, when least wa 
Rejected my forewarning, and disdaii 
Not to be trusted ; longing to be see 
Though by the Devil himself; him c 

— ouch ; but, with the serpen^ 
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Creator wise, that peopled highest Heayen 

With Spirits masculine, create at last 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of natare, and not fill the world at once 

With Men, as Angels, without feminine ; 

Or find some other way to generate 

Mankind ? This mischief had not then hefallen. 

And more that shall hefall ; innumerable 

Disturbances on earth through female snares. 

And strait conjuction with this sex : for either 

He never shall find out fit mate, but such 

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ; 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain 

Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain'd 

By a far worse ; or, if she lore, withheld 

By parents ; or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock bound 

To a fell adversary, his hate or shame : 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 

To human life, and household peace confound. 

He added not, and from her tum'd ; but Eve, 
Not so repulsed, with tears that ceased not flowing. 
And tresses all disorder'd, at his feet 
Fell humble ; and, embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint : 

Forsake me not thus, Adam ! witness. Heaven, 
What love sincere and reverence in my heart 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended. 
Unhappily deceived ! Thy suppliant 
I beg, and clasp thy knees ; bereave me not. 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid. 
Thy counsel, in this uttermost distress. 
My only strength and stay : forlorn of thee, 
li^ither shall I betake me, where subsist? 
While yet we live, scarce one short hour perhaps. 
Between us two let there be peace ; hqfii joining. 
As join'd in injuries, one enmity 
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The sentence, from thj hef 
ii. On me, sole cause to thee • 

{ ; Me, me only, jost object o' 

! ' She ended weeping ; an 

Immovable, till peace obta 
Acknowledged and deplon 
Commiseration : soon his 1 
Towards her, his life so la 
Now at his feet submissivi 
Creatare so fair his reconc 
His counsel, whom she ha 
As one disarm'd, his ange 
And thus with peacefal w 
Unwary, and too desiro 
So now of what thou kno^ 
The panishment all on th; 
Bear thine own first, ill a 
His foil wrath, whose the 
And my displeasure bear 
Could alter high decrees, 
.r Would speed before thee 

Tlint nn mv head all mi^! 
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Will proTe no smdden, bot a slow-paced evil ; 
A long day's dying, to augment our pain ; 
And to our seed (O hapless seed !) derived. 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, replied : 
Adam, by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found so erroneoos ; thence by jost event 
Found so unfortunate : neverthcJess, 
Restored by thee, vile as I am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet breast are risen, 
Tending to some relief of our extremes. 
Or end ; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable. 
As in our evils, and of easier choice. 
If care of our descent perplex us most, 
Mliich must be bon to certain woe, devonr'd 
By Death at last ; and miserable it is 
To be to others cause of misery. 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woful race. 
That after wretched life must be at last 
Food for so foul a monster ; in thy power 
It lies, yet ere conception to prevent 
The race nnbless'd, to being yet unbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain : so Death 
Shall be deceived his glut, and with us two 
Be forced to satisfy his ravenous maw. 
But if thou judge it hafd and difficult. 
Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 
From love's due rights, nuptial emlMraoes sweet ; 
And with desire to languish without hope. 
Before the present object languishing 
With like desire ; which would be misery 
And torment less than none of what we dread ; 
Then, both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make short, — 



Broke off tlM rmx , -« _ 
Had oitmrtaia'd, m djed bor dbookt wiu 
Bat AdoB, with foeh eo«M6l bMUh •▼> 
To better hepee hu iwne ettaatife adbd 
Leboarbf had raiaed ; and tlnia to Bvo f 
Rre, tihr o o a t — p t of 1Mb and pleaiaie 
To argae n thee aoBietiiia| aMra aabUaM 
And exeetteat, Ihrna what ttiy auild eeatai 
Bat aelf-deatraetkia Ih eiefare aoagbi reft 
Tbat exeeOeBt thoai^ ia tbee; and iaqd 
Not thy eenteaqpt, bat aagolih and legre 
For loae of life aad pleaaore o feriov ed . 
Or if tboa eoret deiudh M otBoat ead 
Of niierT, ao tfaiakiaf to emde 
The poDidty proDoaneed ; doabtaotbot 
Hath wiaelier am'd hia ▼eofaiyil in thl 
To be foteitall'd ; mochaiorellbarlef 
So aaateh'd, win oot eKemptoa ftoM tt 
We are bj doom to pay; rafter, aoeh 
Of eoatiBaey will preroke the ffigfaei 
To aaake deirth ia oa fire : thealetva 
Soaie laibr reaola t h w t," wideh awthiriu 
-«iiu,» to fldnd'with b 
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Shall seiqpe his poiiishmeiit ordain'd, and we 
Instead shall double ours apon our heads. 
No more be mention'd then of rioleiiee 
Against ourselves ; and wilfol barreoaess. 
That cuts US off from hope ; and savonrs only 
Ranconr and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God and his just joke 
Laid on oar necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracioos temper he both heard, and judged. 
Without wrath or reviling ; we expected 
Immediate dissolution, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day : when lo ! to thee 
Pains only in childbearing were foretold, 
And bringing forth ; soon recompensed with joy. 
Fruit of thy womb : on me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the ground ; with labour I must earn 
My bread ; what harm 7 Idleness had been worse. 
My labour will sustain me ; and, lest cold 
Or heat should injure us, his timely care 
Hath, unbesought, provided ; and his hands 
Clothed us unworthy, pitying while he judged ; 
How much more, if we pray him, will his ear 
Be open, and his heart to pity incline. 
And teach us further by what means to shun 
The inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow ! 
Which now the sky, with various face, begins 
To show us in this mountain ; while the winds 
Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 
Of these fair spreading trees ; which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 
Oar limbs benumb'd, ere this diamal star 
Leave cold the night, bow we his gather'd beams 
Reflected may with matter sere foment ; 
Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire ; as late the clouds 
Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock. 
Tine the slant lightning ; whose thwart flame, driven 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine ; [down. 
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By him wita tumuj — 
In dust, our final rest and native home. 
What better can we do than, to the place 
Repairing where he jodged ns, prostrate fi 
Before hun reverent ; and there confess 
Humbly our faolts, and pardon beg ; with 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs t 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in f 
Of sorrow nnfeign'd, and humiliation meek 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and turn 
From his displeasure ; in whose look sere 
When angry most he seem'd and most sev 
What else but favour, grace, and mercy. 
So spake our father penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they, forthwith to the 
Repairing where he judged them, prostrf 
Before him reverent ; and both confess'd 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd 
Watering the ground, and with their sig 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite. 
Of sorrow unfeign'd and humiliation mc 
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pload*. bat tabaiit* : The Aagel lead* biai ap to a bigh bUl ; Mt» beCora kiai is 
Tisioa what ebaU kappoa till the Flood. 



Xhcs they, in lowliest plight, repentant stood 

Praying ; for from the mercy-seat above 

Prevenient grace descending had removed 

The stony from their hearts,- and made new flesh 

Regenerate grow instead ; that sighs now breathed 

Unatterable ; which the Spirit of prayer 

Inspired, and wing'd for Heaven' with speedier flight 

Than londest oratory : yet their port 

Not of mean suitors ; nor important less 

Seem'd their petition, than when the ancient pair 

In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 

Dencalion and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 

The race of mankind drown'd, before the shrine 

Of Themis stood devont. To Heaven their prayers 

Flew up, nor miss'd the way, by envious winds . 

Blown vagabond or frustrate ; in they pass'd 

Dimensio^ess through heavenly doors ; then clad 

With incense, where the golden altar fumed 

By their great Intercessor, came in sight 

Before the Father's throne : them the glad Son 

Presenting, thus to intercede began : 

See, Father, what first-fruits on earth are sprung 
From thy implanted grace in Man ; these sighs 
And prayers, which in this golden c«Q9Wtt«\E^^ 
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Unskilfal with wbat words to pray, let b 
Interpret for him ; me, his advocate 
And propitiation ; all his works on me. 
Good or not good, ingraft ; my merit th 
Shall perfect, and for these my death sh 
Accept me ; and, in me, from these reci 
The smell of peace toward mankind : le 
Before thee reconciled, at least his days 
Nnmher'd, though sad ; till death, his d 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse). 
To better life shall yield him : where wi 
All my redeemed may dwell in joy and I 
Made one with me, as I with thee am 01 
To whom the Father, without cload, 1 
^ i All thy reqaest for Man, accepted Son, 

> !•: Obtain ; all thy reqaest was my decree : 

. I But, longer in that Paradise to dwell, 

V The law I gave to nature him forbids : 

'; Those pure immortal elements, that kno 

; '' Ko gross, no nnharmonious mixture fon 

.,• Eject him, tainted now ; and purge him 

_l\ As a distemper, gross, to air as gross. 
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Bjr faith and faithful works, to tecond life. 

Waked in the renovation of the jost. 

Resigns him ap with Heaven and E^rth renew'd. 

Bat let us call to sjnod all the Bless*d [hide 

Through Heaven's wide bounds : from them I will not 

Mj judgments ; how with mankind I proceed. 

As how with peccant Angels late thej saw. 

And in their state, thongfa firm, stood more confirm*d. 

He ended, and the Sou gave signal high 
To the bright minister that watch*d ; he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb since perhaps 
When God descended, and perhaps once more 
To sound at general doom. The angelic blast 
Filled all the regions : from their blissful bowers 
Of amarantine shade, fountain ortpring, 
Bjr the waters of life, where'er thej sat 
In fellowships of jojr, the sons of light 
Hasted, resorting to the summons high ; 
And took their seats : till from his throne supreme 
The Almigbtjr thus pronounced his sovran will : 

O Sons, like one of us Man b become 
To know both good and evil, since his taste 
Of that defended fruit ; but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got ; 
Happier, had it sufficed him to have known 
Good bj itself, and evil not at all. 
He sorrows now, repents, and prajs contrite, 
Mj motions in him ; longer than thej move. 
His heart I know, how variable and vain. 
Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach also of the tree of life, and eat. 
And live for ever, dream at least to live ' 
For ever, to remove hini I decree. 
And send him from the garden forth to till 
The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil. 

Michael, this mjr behest have thou in charge ; 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 
Thjr choice of flaming warriors, lest the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, ot to \uv%j\« 
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The good which we ei^joy from Heaven desoeods ; 
Bat, that from as aagbt should asoend to Heayeo 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bless'd, or to incline his will, 
Hard to bdief may seem ; yet this will prayer 
Or one short sigh of baman breath, apbome 
Even to the seat of God. For since I sought 
By prayer the offended Deity to appease ; 
Kneerd, and before him humbled ail my heart ; 
Methonght I saw him placable and mild. 
Bending his ear ; persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour ', peace retom'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 
Which, then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is passM, and we shall live. Whence hail to thee, 
Eve rightly call'd, mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things living, since by thee 
Man is to live ; and all things live for Man. 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek : 
III worthy I sach title should belong 
To me transgressor ; who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare ; to me reproach 
Rather belongs, distrust, and all dispraise : 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
That I, who first brought death on all, am graced 
The source of life } next favourable thou. 
Who highly thus to entitle me voucbsafest. 
Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us, now with sweat imposed. 
Though after sleepless night; for see! the morn. 
All nnconcem'd with our unrest, begins 
Her rosy progress smiling : let us forth ; 
I never from thy side henceforth to stray. 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell. 
What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks ? 
Here let us live, though in faUeu %\»\ft, cA\i\}»aiu 



Down I rum • ~ 

First hunter then, parsned a genue ua,^^. 
Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind ; 
Direct to the eastern gate was bent their flig 
Adam observed, and with his eye the chase 
Pursaing, not unmoved, to Eve thus spake : 

O Eve, some farther change awaits as nig 
Which Heaven, bj these mate signs in Nato 
Forerunners of his purpose ; or to warn 
Us, hapl J totf secure of oor discharge 
From penalty, because from death released 
Some days : how long, and what till then on 
>Vho knows? or more than this, that we are 
And thither must retarn, and be no more? 
Why else this doable object in our sight 
Of flight pursued in the air, and o'er the grc 
One way the selfsame hour? why in the eas 
Darkness ere day's mid-coarse, and mominj 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draw 
0*er the blue firmament a radiant white. 
And slow descends with something heavenly 

He err'd not ; for by this the heavenly ba 
— « «lrv of iasper lighted now 
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War iiiiproclaim'd. The prioceljr Hierarch 

In their hri^bt stand there left his Powers, to seize 

Possession of the garden ; he alone, 

To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way. 

Not anperceiyed of Adam : who to Eye, 

While the great visitant approach^, thus spake : 

"Ere, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to be observed ; for I descry, 
From yonder blazing doad that veils (he hill. 
One of the heavenly host! and, by his gait. 
None of the meanest; some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above ; sach majesty 
Invests him coming! yet not terrible. 
That I should fear ; nor sociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I should much confide ^ 
But solemn and sublime ; whom not to offend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. , 

He ended : and the Archangel soon drew nigh. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flow'd, 
Livelier than Melibcean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce ; Iris had dipp'd the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled show'd him prime 
In manhood where youth ended ; by his side. 
As in a glistering zodiac, hung the sword, 
Satan's dire dread ; and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bow'd low ; he, kingly, from his state 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declared : 

Adam ! Heaven's high behest no preface needs : 
Sufiicieut that thy prayers are heard ; and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress. 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
Given thee of grace ; wherein thou mayst repent, 
And one bad act with many deeds well done 
Mayst cover : well may then thy Lord, appeased, 



Yet all had beard, with aadible lament 
DiscoTer'd soon the place of her retire. 

O unexpected stroke, worse than of Deal 
Must I thas leave thee, Paradise? thus leai 
Thee, native soil ! these happy walka and tl 
Fit hannt of Gods? where I had hope to sp 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to as both. O flower 
That never will in other climate grow. 
My early visitation, and my last 
At even, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye ni 
Who now shall rear ye to the son, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from the ambrosial 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower! by me adom'd 
With what to sight or smell was sweet! fr 
How shall I part, and whither wander dov 
Into a lower world ; to this obscare 
And wild? how shall we breatiie in other f 
Less pure, accostom'd to immortal fruits? 

Whom thus the Angel interrupted mild : 
T^nnA«.«' w%n* Hva hni natiAiitlv resifiTn 
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Celestial, whether among the TbroBet, or named 
Of them the hig^hest; for such of sh^ie maj seem 
Prince above princes ! gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might dse in telling wound. 
And in performing end us ; what besides 
Of sorrow, and d^eotion, and despair, 
Onr frailty can sostain, tiiy tidings bring. 
Departure from diis happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and only consolation left 
Fandliar to onr eyes ! all |daces else 
Inhospitable appear, and desolate ; 
Nor knowing us, nor known : and, if by prayer 
Incessant I coi^ld hope to change the will 
Of Him who all things can, I woald not cease 
To weary him with my assidaons cries : 
Bat prayer against his absolute decree 
ffo more avaUs than breath against the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that, departing hence. 
As from his face I shall be hid, deprived 
His blessed countenance : here I could frequent 
With worship place by place where he vouchsafed 
Presence Divine ; and to my sons relate. 
On this mount he appear'd ; under this tree 
Stood visible; among these pines his voice 
I heard ; here with Um at this fountain talk'd : 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of grassy turf, and pile up every stone 
Of lustre from the brook, in memory. 
Or monument to ages ; and th^eon 
Offer sweet-smelling gums, and fruits, and flowers: 
In yonder nether world where shall I seek 
His bright appearances, or footstep trace? 
For though I fled him angry, yet, recall'd 
To life prolonged and promised race, I now 
Gladly behold though but his utmost skirts 
Of glory; and far off his steps adore. 
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Thou lead'st me ; and to the hand of Heayen snbmit. 

However chastening ; to the evil torn 

Mj obvious breast ; arming to overcome 

Bj suffering, and earn rest from labour won, 

If so I may attain. — So both ascend 

In the visions of God. It was a hill. 

Of Paradise the highest ; from whose top 

The hemisphere of earth, in dearest ken, 

Stretch'd out to the amplest reach of prospect lay. 

Not higher that hill, nor wider looking round. 

Whereon, for different cause, the Tempter set 

Our second Adam, in the wilderness ; 

To show him all Earth's kingdoms and their glorjr. 

His eye might there command wherever stood 

City of old or modem fame, the seat 

Of mightiest empire, from the destined wall 

Of Cambalu, seat of Cathaian Can, 

And Samarchand by Oxus, Temir's throne. 

To Paquin of Sinsean kings ; and thence 

To Agra and Labor of great Mogul, 

Down to the golden Chersonese ; or where 

The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 

In Hispahan ; or where the Russian Ksar 

In Mosco ; or the Sultan in Bizance, 

Turchestan-born ; nor could his eye not ken 

The empire of Negus to his utmost port 

Ercoco, and the less maritime kings 

Mombaza, and Qniloa, and Melind, 

And Sofala, thought Ophir, to the realm 

Of Congo, and Angola furthest south ; 

Or thence from Niger flood to Atlas mount 

The kingdoms of ^mansor, Fez and Sus, 

Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen : 

On Europe thence, and where Rome was to sway 

The world : in spirit perhaps he also saw 

Rich Mexico, the seat of Montezume, 

And Cusco in Peru, the richer seat 

Of Atabalipa; and yet unspoil'd 
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Much at that sight was Adam in his heart 
Dismay 'd, and thus in haste to the Angel cried : 

O Teacher! some great mischief hath befallen 
To that meek man, who well had sacrificed j 
Is piety thus and pure deTotion paid? 

To whom Michael thus, he also moredy replied : 
These two are brethren, Adam, and to oome 
Out of thy loins ; the unjust the jast hath slain. 
For envy that his brother's offering foond 
From Heaven acceptance ; bat the bloody fact 
Will be avenged ; and the other's faith, approved^ 
Lose no rewa^ ; thoagh here thou see him die. 
Rolling in dost and gore. To which our sire : 

Alas ! both for the deed and for the cause ; 
Bat have I now seen Death? Is this the way 
I most retom to native dust? O sight 
Of terror, fool and agly to behold. 
Horrid to think, how horrible to feel ! 

To whom thas Michael : Death thoa hast seen 
In his first shape on Man ; bat many shapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To his grim cave, idl dismal : yet to sense 
More terrible at the entrance, than within. 
Some, as thoa saw'st, by violent stroke shall die ; 
Bj fire, flood, fieauine, by intemperance more 
In meats and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew 
Before thee shall appear ; that thou mayst know 
What nusery the inabstinenoe of Eve 
Shall bring on Men. Immediately a place 
Before his eyes appear'd, sad, noisome, dariL ; 
A lazar-house it seem'd ; wherein were laid 
Numbers of all diseased; all maladies 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heartsick agony, all feverous kinds. 
Convulsions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine stone and ulcer, colic-pangs. 
Demoniac frenzy, moping melancholy. 
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To loathsome tiokness ; worthilj since the j 
God's image did not reverence in themselres. 

I yield it just, said Adam, and sabmit. 
Bat is there jet no other waj» besides 
These painful pass^es, how we may cinne 
To death, and mix with oar eonnatoral dust? 

There is, said Michael, if thoa well obserre 
The rale of Not too much ; by temperance taught. 
In what thon eat'st and drink'st ; seeking from thence 
Dae nourishment, not gluttonous delight. 
Till many years oyer thy head return : 
So mkjMi Uiou live ; till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap ; or be with ease 
Gather'd, not harshly pluck'd ; for death mature : 
This is Old Age ; but then thou must outlive 
Thy youth, thy strength, thy beauty ; which will change 
To withered, weak, and gray ; thy senses then, 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must forego, * 

To what thon hast ; and, for the air of youth. 
Hopeful and cheerful, in Uiy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry 
To weigh thy spirits down, and last consume 
The balm of life. To whom our ancestor : 

Henceforth I fly not death, nor would prolong 
Life much ; bent rather, how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumbrous charge ; 
Which I must keep till my appointed day 
Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. Michael replied : 

Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but what thou livest 
Live well ; how long, or short, permit to Heaven : 
And now prepare thee for another sight. 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
WA'e tents of various hue ; by some were herds 
Of cattle grazing ; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments, that made melodious chime. 
Was heard, of harp and organ ; and, who moved 
Their stops and chords, was seen; his volant touch, 
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Of peacefol days porteads, than those two pan'd ; 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse ; 
Here Nature seems fnlfill'd in all her ends. 

To whom thos Michael : Jadge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to natare seeming meet; 
Created, as thoa art, to nobler end 
Holy and pare, conformitj divine. 
Those tents thou saw*st so pleasant were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dweD his race 
Who slew his brother ; stadioas they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inventors rare ; 
Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gifts acknowledged none. 
Yet they a beauteous offspring shall beget; 
For that fair female troop thou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of Goddesses so blithe, so smooth, so gay. 
Yet empty of all good wherein consists 
Woman's domestic honour and chief praise ; 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dance, 
To dress, and troll the tongue, and roll the ey0: 
To these that sober race of men, whose lives 
Religious titled them the sona of God, 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame 
Ignobly, to the trains and to the smiles 
Of these fair atheists; and now swim in joy. 
Erelong to swim at large ; and laugh for which 
The world erelong a world of tears must weep. 

To whom thus Adam, of short joy bereft : 
O pity and shame, that they, who to live well 
Enter'd so fair, should turn aside to tread 
Paths indirect, or in the mid way faint! 
But still I see the tenor of Man's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begin. 

From Man's effeminate slackness it begins. 
Said the Angel, who should better hold his place 
By wisdom, and supericHr gifts received. 
But now prepare thee far another scene. 
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Death's miaisters, not men? who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thoasandfold the sin of him who slew 

His brother ; for of whom snch massacre 

Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men? 

But who was that just man, whom had not Heaven 

Resoaed, had in his righteousness been lost? 

To whom thus Michael : These are the product 
Of those ill mated marrii^^es thou saw*st ; 
Where good with bad were matched, who of themselves 
Abhor to join ; and, by imprudence mix'd. 
Produce prodigious births of body or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
For in those days might only shall be admired. 
And valour and heroic virtue calFd; 
To overcome in battle, and subdue 
X^ations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be styled great conquerors. 
Patrons of mankind, Gods, and sons of Gods ; 
Destroyers rightlier called, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achieved, renown on earth ; 
And what most merits fame, in silence hid. 
But he, the seventh from thee, whom thou beheldst 
The only righteous in a world perverse. 
And therefore hated, therefore so beset ' 

With foes, for daring single to be just. 
And utter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his Saints ; him the Most High 
Wrapp'd in a balmy cloud with winged steeds 
Did, as thou saw'st, receive, to walk with Grod 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 
'Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward 
Awaits the good ; the rest what punishment ; 
Which now direct thine eyes and soon behold. 
He look'd, and saw the face of things quite changed j 
The brazen throat of war had oeased to roar ;^ 



And testified against tneir v«»j^ , 
Frequented their assemblies, whereso m 
Triumphs or festivals ; and to them prei 
Conversion and repentance, as to sools 
In prison, under judgments imminent: 
Bat all in vain : which when he saw, he 
Contending, and removed his tents far o 
Then, from the mountain hewing timber 
Began to build a vessel of huge bulk ; 
Measured bj cubit, length, and breadtb 
Smear'd round with pitch ; and in the t 
Contrived; and of provisions laid in lai 
For man and beast: when lo, a wonde? 
Of every beast, and bird, and insect si 
Came sevens, and pairs : and enter'd i 
Their order : last tiie sire and his thrc 
With their four wives ; and God mad- 
Meanwhile the south-wind rose, and. 
Wide-hovering, all the clouds togeth' 
From under Heaven ; the hills to the 
Vapour, and exhalation dusk and mc 
•main ; and now the thickei 
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And stabled ; of sumkind, ao onmerons ItAe, 
All left in one small bottom swam embark'd. 
How didst thou grieve then» Adam, to bebold 
The end of all thj offspring, end so sad, 
Pepopnlation! Thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow a flood, thee also drown'd. 
And sank thee as thy sons ; till, gentlj rear'd 
By the Angel, on thj feet thou stood'st at last. 
Though comfortless; as when a £ither moams 
His diildren, all in view destroyed at once ; 
And scarce to the Angel atter'dst thus thy plaint: 

O visions ill foreseen 1 Better had I 
lived ignorant of future ! so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 
Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispensed 
The borden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought that they must be. Let no man seek 
Henceforth to be foretold what shall befidl 
Him or his children ; evil he may be sure. 
Which neither hu fpreknowing can prevent ; 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel. 
Grievous to bear : but that care now is pass'd, 
Man is not whom to warn ; those few esc^>ed 
Famine and anguish will at last consumoi^ 
Wandering that watery desert: I had hope. 
When violence was ceased, and war on earth. 
All would have then gone well; peace would have 
With length of happy days the race of man ; [crown'd 
But I was far deceived ; for now I see 
Peace to corrupt no less than war to waste. 
How comes it Uins ? unfold, celestial Guide,. 
And whether here the race of Man will end. 

To whom thus Michael : Those, whom last thou saw*st 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 



The conqaera ubw, «~> . 
Shall, with their freedom lost, all virtae ic 
And fear of God ; from whom their piety f 
In sharp contest of battle found no aid 
Against invaders ; therefore, cool'd in zeal 
Thenceforth shall practise how to live seen 
Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy ; for the earth si 
More than enough, that temperance may b 
So all shall turn degenerate, all depra^Bd 
Justice and temperance, truth and faith, f< 
One man except, the only son of light 
In a dark age, against example good, 
[9 Against allurement, custom, and a world 

'i Offended: fearless of reproach and scorn 

[ ■ ' Or violence, he of their wicked ways 

j X Shall them admonish ; and before tiiem s 

p. ;' The paths of righteousness, how much m 

And full of peace ; denouncing wrath to 
(ff On their impenitence ; and shall return 

• - i Of them derided, but of God observed 

The one just man alive ; by his comman 
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Beyond all bomidi'; till inondaticm rife 
Above. the highest bills: then shall this moont 
Of Paradise by might of waves be moved 
Out of his place, posh'd by the homed flood. 
With all his verdure spoil'd, and trees adrift, 
]>own the great river to the opening g^f. 
And there take root an island salt and bare. 
The hannt of seals, and ores, and seamews' clang: 
To teach thee that God ittribates to place 
No sanctity, if none be thither broaght 
By men who there frequent or therein dwell. 
And now, what further should ensue, behold. 

He looked, and saw the ark hull on the flood. 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled. 
Driven by a keen north wind, that, blowing dry. 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decayed ; 
And the clear sun on his wide watery glass 
Gazed hot, and of the fresh jnrave largely drew. 
As after thirst; which made their flowing shrink 
From standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the deep ; who now had stopp'd 
His sluices, as the Heaven his windows shut. 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground. 
Fast on the top of some high mountain flx'd. 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear ; 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drive. 
Towards the retreating sea, their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies. 
And after him, the surer messenger, 
A dove sent forth once and again to spy 
Green tree or ground, whereon bis foot may light: 
The second time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific sign : 
Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
. The ancient sire descends, with all his train : 
Then with uplifted hands, and eyes devout. 
Grateful to Heaven, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the dond a bow 
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BOOK XII. 



The Aagcl IffehMl sMllasn, froa tbt Flood, ta ralaU what ■ball tooeMd} tbm, 
in Um ■•■Uea of Abrabun, ••■•• hf d«(f«M to oaplala wba that load of tbo 
Woaua tball ha, wbiob waa proaiaad Adam aad B? a ia tba Fall t hit laear- 
natioa, daath, raaomotioa, aad aaaaaaioa i tba ttato of Um ahareb lilf hia waoad 



lag. Adam, graatly taliaiad aad rtaamrortad by tbaea ralatiaaa and pramitaa, 
Mdda tba bill with Miobaal t wahaat B?*, wba aU this wblla bad tlapt, bat 



with gaatla draama aompuMd to aaiataaM of mind aad ubmiaalon. Miafeaai in 
altbar baad iaada tbam aat of ritfadbo, tba flarr award waTiag bahlod'tbam, 
aad tba CharaUai takiag thair atatioaa to (aafd tba phma. 



A.8 one who in hi* joarney bates at noon, 

Thoagfa bent on speed ; so here the Archangel paused 

Betwixt the world destroy'd and world restored, 

If Adam anght perhaps might ioterpoee ; 

Then, with transition sweet, new speech resumes : 

Thus thou hast seen one world begin and end ; 
And Man, as from a second stock, proceed. 
Much then hast yet to see ; but I perceive 
Thj mortal sight to fail ; objects divine 
Must needs impair and wearj human sense : 
Henceforth what is to come I will relate ; 
Thou therefore give due audience, and attend* 

This second source of Men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh in their minds, fearing the Deity, 
With some regard to what is just and right 
Shall lead their lives, and multiply apace ; 
Labouring the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
Corn, wine, and oil ; and, from the herd or flock, 
Oft sacrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 
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As mock'd they storni : great laagfater was in HeaTen, 
And looking dowD> to see the hubbub strange. 
And hear the din : thus was the boilding left 
Ridicnlous, and the work Confusion named. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly displeased : 
O execrable son ! so to aspire 
Above his brethren ; to himself assuming 
Authority nsnrp'd, from God not given : 
He gave us only over beast, fish, fowl. 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation ; but man over men 
He made not lord ; such title to himself 
Reserving, human left from human free. 
But this usurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on Man ; to God his tower intends 
Siege and defiance : wretched man ! what food 
Will he convey up thither, to sustain 
Himself and his rash army ; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails gross, 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael : Justly thou abhorr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 
Such trouble brought, afiecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no dividual being : 
Reason in man obscured or not obey'd. 
Immediately inordinate desires 
And upstart passions catch the government 
Fjom reason ; and to servitude reduce 
Man, till then free. Therefore, since he permits 
Within himself unworthy powers to reign 
Over free reason, God, in judgment just. 
Subjects him from without to violent lords ; 
Who oft as undeservedly enthrall 
His outward freedom : tyranny must be ; 
Though. to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 



[Of him 'who baiii. «^ 
Done to his father, heard tbis u«,^ 
Servant ofaervania, on his vicioaa race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world. 
Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at la 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His presence from among them, and aTert 
His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own poUated wajs ; 
And one pecnliar nation to select 
From all the rest, of whom to be invoked, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring : 
Him on this side Enphrates yet residing. 
Bred up in idol-worship : O, that men 
( Canst thon believe ?) shonld be so stupid \ 
While yet the patriarch lived who scaped tl 
As to forsake the living God, and fall 
To worship their own work in wood and stc 
For Gods ! Yet him God the Most High vo 
To call by vision, from his father's house. 
His kindred, and false Gods, into a land 
Which he will show him ; and from him wi 
--o^inn ; and upon him shower 
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Canaan be now attains ; I tee his tents 
Pitch'd about Sechem, and tbe neigbbooring plain 
,Of Moreb ; there by promise he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land, 
From Hamatb northward to the Desert south 
(Things by their names I call, though yet unnamed); 
. From Hermon east to the great western Sea ; 
Mount Hermon, yonder sea ; each place behold 
In prospect, as I pMnt them ; on the shore 
Mount Carmel ; here, tbe double-founted stream, 
Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons 
Shall dwell tacSenir, that long ridge of hills. ^/<^« > 
This ponder, that all nations of tbe earth 
Shall in his seed be blessed : by that seed 
Is meant thy great Deliverer, who shall bruise 
The Serpent's head ; whereof to thee anon 
Plainlier shall be revealed. This patriarch blessed. 
Whom faithful Abraham due time shall call, 
A son, and of his son a grandchild, leaves ; 
Like bin^ in faith, in wisdom, and renown : 
The grandchild, with twelve sons increased, departs 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 
Egypt, divided by the river Nile ; 
See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 
Into the sea : to sojourn in that land 
He comes, invited by a younger son 
In time of dearth ; a son, whose worthy deeds 
Raise him to be the second in that realm 
Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation, and now grown 
Suspected to a sequent king, who seeks 
To stop their overgprowth, as inmate guests 
Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them slaves 
Inhospitably, and kills their infant males : 
Till by two brethren (these two brethren call 
Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 
His people from enthralment, they return. 
With glory and spoil, back to their promised land. 
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Moses once more his potent rod extends 

Over the sea ; the sea his rod obeys ; 

On their embattled ranks the waves retorn, 

And overwhelm their war : the race elect 

Safe towards Canaan from the •shore advance 

Through the wild Desert, not the readiest way ; 

Lest, entering on the Canaanite alarm'd, 

War terrify Uiem inexpert, and fear 

Return them back to Egypt, choosing rather 

Inglgrioos life with servitude ; for life 

To^mble and ignoble is more sweet 

Untrained in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also shall they gain by their delay 

In the wide wilderness ; there they shall found 

Their government, and their great senate choose 

Through the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd : 

Grod from the mount of Sinai, whose gray top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpets' sound. 

Ordain thein laws ; part, such as appertain 

To civil justice ; part, religious rites 

Of sacrifice ; informing them, by types 

And shadows, of that destined Seed to bruise 

The Serpent, by what means he shall achieve 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God 

To mortal ear is dreadful : they beseech 

That Moses might report to them his will. 

And terror cease ; he grants what they besought. 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Without Mediator, whose high office now 

Moses in figure bears ; to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretell. 

And all the Prophets in their age the times 

Of great Messiah shall sing. Thus, laws and rites 

Established, such delight hath God in men 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 

Among them to set up his tabernacle ; 

The Holy Ope with mortal men to dwell: 
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And therefore was law giyen tbem, to evinoe 

Their natural pravity, bj stirriog np 

Sin against law to fight : tiiat when they see 

Law can discover sin, but not remoTe, 

Save by those shadowy expiations weak. 

The blood of bnlls and goats, they may conolode 

Some blood more precious most be paid for Man ; 

Jost for nnjost; that in such righteousness 

To them by faith imputed, they may find 

Justification towards God, and peace 

Of conscience ; which the law by ceremonies 

Cannot appease ; nor Man the mortal part 

Perform ; and, not performing, cannot live. 

So law appears imperfect ; and but given 

With purpose to resign them, in full time. 

Up to a better covenant; disciplined 

From shadowy types to truth; from flesh to spirit; 

From imposition of strict laws to free 

Acceptance of large grace ; from servile fear 

To filial ; works of law to works of faith. 

JfyA therefore shall not Moses, though of God 

Highly beloved, being but the minister 

Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 

But JiNihua, whom the Gentiles Jesus call. 

His name and office bearing, who shall quell 

The Adversary Serpent, and bring back 

Through the world's wilderness long-wander'd Man 

Safe to eternal Paradise of rest. 

Meanwhile they, in their earthly Canaan placed, 

Long time shall dwell and prosper ; but when sins 

National interrupt their public peace. 

Provoking God to raise them enemies ; 

From whom as oft he saves them penitent 

By judges first, then under kings ; of whom 

The second, both for piety renown'd 

And puissant deedii, a promise shall receive 

Irrevocable, that his regal throne 

For ever shall endure ; the like shall sin^ 
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His place, to offer incense, myrrh, and gold : 

His place of birth a solemn Angel tells 

To simple shepherds, keeping watch by night ; 

They gladly thither baste, and by a qnire 

Of squadroned Angels hear his carol song. 

A yirgin is his mother, bat his sire 

The power of the Most High : He shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound his reign 

With Earth's wide bounds, his glory with the Heayens. 

He ceased, discerning Adam with such joy 
Surcharged, as had like grief been deVd in tears. 
Without the vent of words ; which these he breathed : 

O prophet of glad tidings, finisher 
Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts haye searoh'd in yaitf ; 
Why our great Expectation should be called 
The seed of Woman : Virgin Mother, hail. 
High in the loye of Heaven ; yet from my loins 
Thou shalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High : so Cod with Man unites ! 
Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the victor's heeU 

To whom thus Michael : Dream not of their fight. 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to Godhead, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is overcome 
Satan, whose fall from Heaven^ a deadlier bnuse. 
Disabled, not to give thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Saviour, shall recure, 
Not by destroying Satan, but his works 
In thee and in thy seed : nor can this be, 
But by fulfilling that which thou didst want. 
Obedience to the law of God, imposed 
On penalty of death, and suffering death; 
The penalty to thy trangression due. 
And due to theirs which out oCthAsu^'^ir&^Ci'^s^^ 
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He shall endare, by ouu....^ 
To a reproachful life and coraed deatn -, 
Proclaiming life to all who shall belieTe 
In his redemption ; and that his obedience, 
Impated, becomes theirs by fkith ; his merii 
To save them, not their own, though legal, ' 
For this he shall lire hated, be blasphemed. 
Seized on bj force, jodged, and to death eo 
A Khamefol and aocnrs^, nail'd to the oros) 
By his own nation ; slain for bringing life : 
Bat to the cross he nails thy enemies. 
The law that is against tiiee, and the sins 
Of all mankind, with him tiiere crucified. 
Never to hurt them more who rightly trust 
In this his satisfaction ; so he dies. 
But soon revives : Death over him no powe: 
Shall long usurp ; ere the third dawning lig 
Return, the stars of mom shall see him rise 
Out of his grave, fresh as the dawning ligfai 
Thy ransom paid, which Man from death re 
His death for Man, as many as offered life 
^^ — i^o.t not, and the benefit embrace 
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Still follow'd him ; to them shall leave ia charge 

To teach all nations what of him thejr leam'd 

And his salvation ; them who shall believe 

Baptizing in the proflnent stream, the sign 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind prepared, if so befall. 

For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 

All nations thej shall teach ; for, from that daj 

Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 

Salvation shall be preached, but to the sons 

Of Abraham's faith wherever through the world; 

So in his seed all nations shall be bless'd. 

Then to the Heaven of Heavens he shall ascend 

With victory, triumphing tiirongh the air 

Over his foes and thine ; there shall surprise 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Through all his realm, and there confounded leave ; 

Then enter into glory, imd resume 

His seat at God^s right hand, exalted high 

Above all names in Heaven ; and thence shall come. 

When this world's dissolution shall be ripe, 

Wi# glory and power to judge both quick and dead ; 

To judge the unfaithful dead, but to reward 

His faithful, and receive them into bliss, 

Whether in Heaven or Earth ; for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradise, far happier place 

Than this of Eden, and far happier days. 

So spake the Archangel Michael ; then paused. 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire. 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus replied : 

O Goodness infinite. Goodness immense ! 
That all this good of evil shall produce. 
And evil turn to good ; more wonderful 
Than that which by creation first brought forth 
Light out of darkness! Full of doubt I stand. 
Whether I should repent me now of sin 
By me done and occasioned ; or rejoice 
Much more, that much more good thfit«AC %VaS&. v^VB5|^^^ 



His faithfaly leii. .^ 
The enemies of tmth? Who luv.. . 
His people, who defend? Will they not de: 
W^orse with his followers tiian with him th' 
Be sure they will, said the Angel ; but fr 
He to his own a Comforter will send. 
The promise of the Father, who shall dwel 
His Spirit within them ; and the law of fid' 
Working through lore, upon tiieir hearts s 
To guide them in all truth ; and also arm 
With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assaults, and quench his fiery darts 
What man can do against tiiem, not afraid. 
Though to the death ; against such cmeltic 
With inward consolations recompensed. 
And oft supported so as shall amaze 
Their proudest persecutors: for the Spirit, 
Ponr'd first on bis Apostles, whom he send 
To evangelize the nations, then on all 
Baptized, shall tiiem with wondrous gifts c 
To speak all tongues, and do all miracles. 
As did their Lord before tiiem. Thus tbe^ 

• 
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Then thej shall seek to avail themselves of names, 
Places, and titles, and with tiiese to join 
Secular power ; thoagh feigning still to act * 

By spiritnal, to themselves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promised lUike and given 
To all believers ; and, from that pretence. 
Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 
On every conscience ; laws which none shall find 
Left them inroll'd, ot what the Spirit within 
ShaU on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of Grace itself, and bind 
His consort Liberty? What, but nnboild 
His living temples, boilt by faith to stand. 
Their own faith, not another's? For, on earth. 
Who against faith and conscience can be heard 
Infallible? yet many will presume: 
Whence heavy persecution shall arise 
On all, who in the worship persevere 
Of spirit and truth ; the rfest, far greater part. 
Will deem in outward rites and specious forms 
Religion satisfied ; truth shall retire 
Bestuck with slanderous darts, and works of faith 
Rarely.be found: so shall the world go on, 
To good malignant, to bad men benign ; 
Under her own weight groaning ; till the day 
Appear of respiration to the just. 
And vengeance to the wicked, at return 
Of him so lately promised to thy aid. 
The Woman's Seed ; obscurely then foretold. 
Now ampler known thy Saviour and thy Lord ; 
Last, in the clouds, from Heaven to be reveal'd 
In glory of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world ; then raise 
From the conflagrant mass, purged and refined. 
New Heavens, new Earth, ages of endless date. 
Founded in righteousness, and peace, and love ; 
To bring forth fruits, joy and eternal bliss. 
He ended ; and thus Adam last tei^U^dv 



Of knowledge, what this Ye»ex.> .. 
Ilejond whioh wu my folly to aspire. 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best. 
And loye with fear the only God ; to wklk 
As in his presence ; ever to observe 
His providence ; and on him sole depend. 
Merciful over all his works, with good 
Still overcoming evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deez 
Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wii 
By simply meek : that suffering for truth's 
Is fortitude to highest victory. 
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bless'd. 

To whom thus also the Angel last replie 
This having leam'd, thou hast attain'd the 
Of wisdom; hope no higher, though all th< 
Thou knew'st by name, and all the etherial 
All secrets of the deep, all Nature's works 
Or works of God in Heaven, air, earth, or 
• -" «" ihe riches of this world enjoy'dst. 
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By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion ; at whose front a flaming sword. 

In signal of remove, wayes fiercely round : 

We may no longer stay : go, waken Ere ; 

Her also I with gentle dreams have calm'd 

Portending good, and all her Spirits composed 

To meek submission : thou, at season fit. 

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard; 

Chiefly what may concern hw faith to know. 

The great deliverance by her seed to come 

(For by the Woman's seed) on all mankind: 

That ye may lire, which wUl be many days. 

Both in one faith unanimous, though sad. 

With cause, for evils past; yet much more cheer'd 

Wi^ meditation on the happy end. • 

He ended, and they both descend the hUl ; 
Descended, Adam to the bower, where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before ; but found her waked ; 
And thus witii words not sad she him received : 

Whence thou retum'st, and whither went*st, I know ; 
For God is also in sleep ; and dreams advise. 
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good 
Presaging, since with sorrow and heart's distress 
Wearied I fell asleep : but now lead on ; 
In me is no delay; with thee to go. 
Is to stay here ; without thee here to stay 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 
Art all things under Heaven, all places thou. 
Who for my wilful crime art banish'd hence. 
This further consolation yet secure 
I carry hence ; though all by me is lost. 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchsafed. 
By me the Promised Seed shall all restore. 

So spake our mother Eve ; and Adam heard 
Well pleased, but answered not : for now too nigh 
The Archangel stood ; and, from the other hill 
To their fix'd station, all in bright array 
ThA ChArnhim dASTAiided : on the frTOWoA. 
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